© Cathy MLleilli 200/



SOUVENITS OF TG PaAST ... e e e e e e e e e e e e 3

[ L= o 11N [ 172 10
F T (0 1 1= ST Y0 AV (L= 13
N0 S 2T LTSS RS T ) (=] 17
o EoT 0] )V AN ] 01NV Z=T £ Y S 24
V=T Yo g T T TS N\ =TT L PP 28
(O 115 (1 4 T= W [ 32
DYoo) ESR (0T 1Y =1 40
T2 L0 [ o)V = PRI PPRPN 46
o S [ SO0 ] 1 1= g 1 54
The Trouble WIth JASON .......viii e e e e e e ene e e e o e e e e e 58
(O T [0 = S 66
FAN Y= U =T oY N 1T 1P, S 70
D7 Q1Y =T o S P 78
NEW BEGINMMINGS ... eeeee ettt e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeen sl s B e et e e et e e e e ens 84
2= 10 F= T - o O S 88
1Y o371 T ] o TP S PP 94
RV 11 T U PP RPRPP 97
(@ U] o) O 0] | 1 (o ) R S 100
YU 0] 15 e N PP 104
(070 0] (=1 1] = 1 £ [ o I A 112
A o 0] [0 o | =Y 119
= o] | (oo U= N RPN 123

Page 2 of 123 © Cathy McQuillin Tina: Choices



AND WE WONDER, YES WE WONDER

How po vou MAKE SENSFE OF THIS?
DAavip CrRosBY - HERO

Most of the people who visited Walker's Pub were shop rats, men who stopped in on their
lunch or after work for a drink or two before returning to their boring jobs and dull lives. Many
were regulars who perhaps spent too much of their lives drinking. Others drifted in and out, never
to return.

| sat at a corner booth and listened as Frasier O’Connell and Petor Andrews argued good-
naturedly across from me. They were pouring over the paper discussing cars, of all things. Frasier
wanted us to buy something that would be easy for him to learn how to drive, while ‘Petor wanted
something a little more challenging. Unfortunately, I didn't have the money to buy‘two vehicles,
and since | was the only one of us with cash, someone was going to be disappointed.

“I'm not sure how well I can drive,” I reminded Petor. “I know you want+a little more action,
but we need to find something that will work for everyone.”

He looked disappointed, but he didn’t argue with me. | studied his(face in the dim light, and to
my relief he looked well. He’d been through the ringer a few nightstagoy and |1 wasn't sure he was
quite healed from it. Frasier'd had an easier time of it considering, he’d had more vitae to help him
along.

I'd talked to Alex Marcus quite extensively about the men’s medical condition, and while | was
assured that they would mend completely with time, | still hated the fact that they'd been injured
to begin with. They were my responsibility, after all,.and'I'd failed in my duty to look after them.

Last night I'd given both of them my.blood, but, cautioned them not to use it for healing. |
wanted them to be strong and ready. if we had somehow missed killing a member of the Sabbat
pack that had kidnapped both of themronly days ago. While they were still a little bruised and
Petor had a cracked rib, they would-heal, in time.

We were sitting in the pub_instead-ef.prowling the streets for two reasons. The first was that
we weren't sure where Patrick was+and’l wanted to stick close to home in case he decided to
show up and bother Madelynne Walker, our hostess and leader of the Gangrel pack we lived with.
Patrick had turned up,at the pub.a few nights earlier and while he'd left easily enough, there was
no guarantee that'he wouldn’t*return.

The secondxeason we were inactive had to do with my healing. While most injuries | could
heal with & simple expenditure of blood, some things took a little more time and effort to repair.
On the-night1'd reseued my boys I'd been injured by a set of claws that left one of those more
difficult injuries:

I'd.called Jason Kline shortly after sundown but was unpleasantly surprised to get his voice
mail. I'dsleft:a short message asking him to call me, and now | was waiting so impatiently for my
phone to ring that when it finally did | almost didn’t hear it. After fumbling it out of my pocket, |
pressed the answer button.

“You rang,” a deep voice said in my ear.
“Jason,” | breathed, pleased he’d called back.
“Yes. How are things going?”
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“Okay,” | said slowly. “I'm trying to heal up after our encounter with the Sabbat. Well, actually
with my encounter with Ralph’s people, so not doing much of anything tonight, just hanging
around. What's up with you?”

“Not much. I stopped to see an old friend for...” he paused for a moment before adding,
“sorry, moral support.”

I suppose he needed it, having lost his wife. The fact that | was his wife didn’t matter since |
didn’t actually remember much about him. “How’s everyone else? How's Rafe?”

“Last | knew he was doing okay,” he told me.
“Last you knew? | thought you lived with Brenda.”
“l haven’t heard from her in a day or so.”

That threw me. “Okay, she hasn't been home or you're not living with Brenda anymore?”
Brenda Brown was... difficult to deal with, but I couldn’t see her kicking Jason out of the house.

“I'm in LA,” he clarified.
“Oh.”

“How’s the whole spooky-boo memory thing doing?” he asked. “Is anything getting clearer or
are you remembering old times?”

“I really haven’t remembered anything other than what | told you when you were here,” |
admitted. “I'm waiting for something else to turn up.” | hoped it.weuld help clear up the
confusion I'd been left with after regaining some very conflictingymemories.

“Anything | can do to help trigger that?” he offered.

“Well, it's kind of hard when you'’re in LA,” | reminded\him gently.

“I'm only going to be here for another day or so,.,maybe less.”

“Then where are you going?”

“Back home,” he told me. “Salem, unless youshave something else in mind.”

As a matter of fact, I did. “I was\hopingweu could stop back through Detroit. We could go
have dinner together or something.”

“You know something?’7he-said with a chuckle. “I think that’s the first time you actually asked
me out. | like this.”

I had to laugh with him. “It’s"the only time | remember asking you out.”

“Trust me, it'sithe only oney” he said firmly. “You did say you wanted to start making new
memories.”

“Yeah.?”
“What time is goad for you?”

I tried not toMet the relief | felt at his easy agreement show in my voice. “Probably an hour or
two after sundown would be good.”

“I'll haveto see the prince when I get in,” he murmured. “Where would you like me to meet
you?”

The pub wasn’'t good, Madelynne didn’t exactly like or trust him, and with good reason. “We
could just meet at the Renaissance Center,” | suggested.

“Any place specific that we're going?” he asked. “How should | dress? Should I dress like me
or dress like you?”

I looked down at the jeans and tank top | was wearing under my leather jacket. “I'm probably
dressed about like you at the moment,” | guessed. “So I'll see you then?”
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“All right.”
An awkward silence filled the line that | wasn't sure how to break.
“Love you, hon,” he said at last. “Bye.”

“Bye,” | echoed, not willing to repeat the love part when I didn’t know if I loved him. Granted,
I had loved him once, but losing one’s memory tends to sever all emotional ties. A part of me
hoped that | would eventually feel as I'd once felt for him, another part thought it just as well |
was beginning a new life.

“Hot date?” Frasier asked in a carefully neutral voice.

I glanced up to realize that both he and Petor had been listening while I was on the phone.
“Yes,” | replied calmly. While I knew that my relationship with Jason affected both of them, what
I decided to do with the man who was once my husband was my choice, not theirs.

He glanced at Petor, who nodded almost imperceptibly. “We’ve been thinking,” Frasier began.
“That could prove dangerous,” | said softly.

My interruption didn’t seem to faze him. “We don'’t think it's a good idea for'you to go back to
Salem.”

| stared at him in surprise. | would have thought that Frasier would.be anxious to go back to
the city he’d called home for the past year. “Why?”

“You were taken from your room there—”"
“I went willingly,” | reminded him.

“—right out from under our noses,” he continued as if ¥ hadn’t spoken. “The Tremere didn’t
protect you and they don’t seem to care that much about,you now. Plus none of them like Petor.”

Which to me was reason enough to stay away fram Salem, but | wasn’t going to tell them
that. “He’s my ghoul,” I said firmly. “It's.not for them to like or dislike him.”

“But they don't trust him,” Frasier insistedsstubbornly. “They might take it upon themselves
to... correct the situation.”

“Kill him, you mean,” | corrected hims lhreached across the table and laid my hand over
Petor’s. “We're not going to.Salem any«time soon,” | promised him. “I know how they feel about
you and I'm not about toyputyou at, risk.”

He shrugged as if it'didn’t matter, but | knew it did. The last week had been just as hard on
Petor as it had been.on me, altheugh in different ways. It couldn't have been easy to pass out in
some remote town in Russia and wake up in America bound to a vampire that didn't remember
who she was./Then the Salem group had been so suspicious of him and, of course, there was the
Sabbat torture he'd endured.

I letthe subject“drop but I silently vowed that nothing would happen to Petor or to Frasier for
that matter. They.were both my responsibility, and no matter what I'd been like before I'd lost my
memory, hwasn't about to fail them now.

Aroundeleven, a deliveryman came in through the pub’s front doors bearing a large trunk and
several boxes. It crossed my mind to wonder why he was delivering so late, but that thought
slipped from my mind when Lucas called me over to say that the packages were for me.

| followed Frasier and Petor while they took the packages back to the elevator and got it up to
my room. I'd been waiting for this shipment since Jason had returned to Salem, and | was
impatient to find out what kind of things I'd left behind.

We'd just gotten settled and I'd barely opened the first box when someone knocked on the
door. When I called for whomever it was to enter, Scott Murphy walked in. He was tall with long
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dark blonde hair and intoxicating eyes. The moment I'd first seen him I'd felt an attraction to him
that had seemed so familiar to me, although I'd never met him before coming to Detroit, and
honestly wouldn’t have remembered him if I had.

“Heard you had a delivery,” he said softly.
“Come sit down,” | told him, patting the bed next to me. “We were just getting started.”
He strode across the room and joined me, nodding to the boys as he sat down.

I bent back to my task and took the lid off the first box. | don't know what | expected to find,
but an expensive 35mm camera wasn'’t at the top of my list.

“Brenda bought that for you,” Frasier told me from his perch on the edge of the dresser. “She
thought it would help you adjust to living in Salem.”

Picking up the camera, | realized it felt familiar in my hand. It was loaded with a partially used
roll of film, and | made a mental note to have it developed some time soon. The camerd itself was
a nice one, professional quality and fairly expensive. Either Brenda knew a lot about-cameras or
she’d asked the right questions when she’d bought it.

Under the camera was a selection of CDs and movies that Frasier said were among my
favorite. Unfortunately, | didn’t recognize any of them. There were about’a dozen books in the
box as well, mostly covering amnesia and the Verbena Tradition of Mages. To my surprise there
was also a worn King James Bible.

The second box held mostly clothing, and to my relief most-efsit was casual. I'd already
discovered | felt most comfortable in jeans and a tank top and‘l-was glad to find that my tastes
hadn’t changed with the loss of my memory.

“Where’s all my stuff?” Frasier mumbled irritably as I turned my attention to the trunk.

“Maybe you should call,” I suggested. | sure as.hell wasn't going to call Brenda, and Jason
wasn't even in Salem.

Lying on top of the trunk’s contents\was a journal of sorts. Flipping through it | saw that the
handwriting was my own, and thescentents\detailed a number of dreams I'd had over the last
seven years. Near the end of/the written‘pages Malcolm Robbin’s name caught my eye. | sat the
book aside knowing I'd read-it-theroughly later.

Next was a spiral notebook that,Frasier identified as the one I'd kept notes on the Trimuritive
in. A quick glance showed that/thesinformation it contained was not very detailed, but Malcolm’s
name showed up more than ance. Setting it aside with the dream diary, | moved on to the next
item.

| picked-up@-swath of-rich blue velvet that seemed to have something long and thin wrapped
in it. As | started to. unwrap it, Frasier spoke up again.

“That'was Lizzy’s’ritual knife,” he told me softly. “Robert gave it to you shortly before your
wedding.”

“Wha.is'\Lizzy?” | asked curiously as the velvet fell away to reveal a beautifully detailed black
handled knife.

“She was Malcolm’s girlfriend,” he explained. “After she died, Malcolm attacked you with it.” |
glanced over at him in surprise, but he seemed sure of what he was saying. “Robert said he went
into your father’s house after you disappeared and took it, along with a few other things.”

“Why did he attack me?” | questioned, confused.

He sighed a little. “He blamed you for her death.”

I didn’t understand, but maybe there would be something in the journal or the notebook that
would explain. I wrapped the knife back up in the velvet and went for the next item in the trunk.
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“That was another thing Robert retrieved from your father’s house,” Frasier said as | lifted out
a weathered camera case. “Marcus had given it to you when you were in high school.”

“Marcus Thorpe,” | murmured, studying the USC Berkley sticker on the case. “My first
boyfriend.” The camera looked about ten years old and must have been expensive at the time. It
was empty of film, but from the looks of things it had seen a lot of use in the past. Brenda had
claimed that Malcolm had killed Marcus, but of course | couldn’t remember. | hoped that
something in my belongings would have the answers | was looking for.

Under the second camera was a photo album. Unlike the one Brenda had given me last week,
this one looked fairly new and untouched, although there were photographs inside. The first
picture was of a dark haired man I'd been told was Marcus looking very thoughtful. When | had
first come to Detroit I'd been carrying a similar picture of him.

“Robert had those pictures too,” Frasier told me. “Jason was pretty upset when he saw them,
but you managed to calm him down.”

The next picture was also of Marcus, looking even more pensive than the first’one. After that
was one of me leaning against a wall and staring quite seriously at the camera while wearing a
leather jacket. Then there was a picture of Marcus standing next to his motoreycle and looking off
at something to his right. The next photograph was of a man and a scantily dressed woman
standing very close together.

“She’s naked,” Scott murmured, looking over my shoulder.
“Actually, I think she’s wearing a bathing suit,” | corrected softly.

“Let me see,” Petor said, coming closer to the bed. WhenJ turned the album to show him, he
pointed at the next picture where the same man was kneeling by himself. His hair was long and
twisted into dread locks, and there were holes in the knees of his pants. “That looks a lot like
Chaos,” he told me.

Frasier joined us. “It's Lord Malcoln1,” he said'coldly. “The woman is Lizzy.”
“You don’t like Malcolm either?* lhasked, loeking up at him questioningly.

“No, I don’t,” he replied grimly..“Thexman took over my monastery by pretending to be a god.
Not much for morals there.”

“He seemed nice enough-when. lhsaw him,” Petor spoke up. “He wanted to make sure Tina
was safe. The other guy.was there-too, but | didn't catch his name.”

“Marcus?” | asked.in surprise” “I thought he was supposed to be dead.”
Petor shrugged: “I saw_him there.”

“What exactly do you remember of the castle?” | asked him.

“Not mueh,” hereplied.

“You remember those two,” | prompted. “What were they doing?”

“Chaos.was telling me to keep you safe,” he reminded me. “The other guy was just standing
there.”

“Do you remember anyone else?”
“There were others there,” he admitted, “but Chaos is the only one | have a name for.”

“l don’t remember him so | can’t form an opinion,” I murmured as | sat the photo album aside
and lifted a black leather jacket from the trunk. | recognized it from one of the pictures of Marcus.
Under it was a brown leather jacket that looked about my size.

“The black one was Marcus’,” Frasier confirmed. “You told me that Luke had bought you the
brown one. You didn't like to wear it because you thought it would bother Jason.”
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A small jewelry box was next, and | opened it to find a beautiful pair of silver earrings lying
inside with a delicate moonstone ring. Stuck to the bottom of the box was what looked like a
small round Band-Aid.

“That’s a communications device,” Frasier murmured. “Why would you keep it in there?”
“You don’'t know?” | asked.

“I've seen the box, but you never showed me what was inside,” he replied. “I think Luke
bought you those things, and you didn't like to talk about him.”

“Why?”
He shrugged. “You were trying to break the blood bond. His name almost never came up.”

I let the subject go mostly because it was no longer important. I didn’'t remember Luke
Thomas, and probably never would.

When it was clear we’d looked at everything in the boxes, they boys went back/downstairs
leaving Scott and | alone. It was the first time we’d been alone together since the-night I'd
regained some of my memories. That night he’d simply held me while the rising, sun claimed out
consciousness.

That night I'd been confused about who | was and where | belonged./Tonight | felt much
better about the choices I'd made. Tonight | wanted more than to just be held, and Scott was
more than happy to give it to me.

Jason held one of my hands near his chest and put an armcaround my waist. He spread his
fingers in the small of my back and I put an arm around his(neck to play with his hair at his nape.
I looked up into his dark eyes and he smiled down at me-aftectionately.

As we moved about the floor, he pulled me closer to.mim until our bodies touched and his chin
rested lightly against my temple. He hummed along to the words of love the singer crooned and 1
allowed myself to believe he meant thewords.she'sang.

“Love, | want to hold you forever/Faerget the cares of yesterday/Tell you how much I love
you/And let the world fade away.*

Our bodles fit together pérfectly as we.moved around the floor. Slowly I inhaled the scent of
Jason’s skin beneath his subtle-tologne) Very faintly 1 smelled the Kindred vitae within him and 1
smiled. Jason was a wonderful dancer and 1 loved being in his arms. | enjoyed every movement,
every touch of his body en mine:

The sound of, veices pulledyme from my sleep. The sun was not quite down, but | was still
roused enough to ‘epen my‘eyes and look toward the door where Frasier and Petor were
struggling in-theight from' the hallway.

It took me’a minute to realize that | was naked as was Scott who was beside me and reaching
for the.covers. Through confused eyes | watched Petor try to push Frasier out the door.

“But“she said we were supposed to be in here when she wakes up,” Frasier protested, staring
toward the“bed.

“I think she’ll understand if we’re not in here tonight,” Petor said firmly, pushing him through
the doorway. By the time he got him out of the room, Scott had pulled the blanket up over my
bare form.

I groaned and buried my head in the pillow, cursing softly. I'd known sooner or later that the
boys would find out | was sleeping with Scott, but | hadn’t necessarily wanted them to find out
this way.

“Sorry,” he told me as he reached for the lamp. “I should have gotten up.” Scott was normally
an early riser; the last night he’s spent in my room he’d been long gone when the sun went down.
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When he moved to get out of bed, I laid a hand on his leg to stop him. “No, it's my fault. |
should have told them to stop coming in here at sundown. Not that it really matters; | wasn't
exactly planning on hiding it from them. They were going to find out sooner or later.”

He settled back down and I smiled at him. | couldn’t honestly say I loved Scott, but I was
comfortable with him. He never seemed to expect anything out of me, he just accepted me
without question. Perhaps love would come in time, if we had time. If it didn’t, at least we had
tonight. I would take what I could get.

“Are you in a hurry to get up?” | asked softly, running my hand up his thigh. “I don’t think the
boys will be back in.”

He grinned and stretched out beside me. | liked the feel of his body, the strength of his
muscles beneath his cool skin. While this was only our third night together, he seemed t0 know all
the right places to touch me. I hoped with time | could do the same for him.

Our lips met and I closed my eyes, letting his touch blot out the world.
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WE BURN LIKE A HOUSE ON FIRE

NO MATTER WHAT YOU KNOW THAT TO BE TRUF
ConNcReTE BLoNDE - I DoN'T Neep A HERO

Monday night | was waiting at the Renaissance Center’s parking garage an hour after
sundown. | knew Jason wouldn’t recognize the SUV Petor had purchased so | parked where |
could see the entrance but not be totally visible when a taxi dropped him off. I was having doubts
about the sanity of spending the evening with him, but when he came back down and stood at
the curb looking around | knew | had to show myself.

When | pulled up to the doors, he looked up at me and smiled. | waited for him to_elimb in
and put his seatbelt on before I pulled away from the curb and into traffic. We exchanged a few
awkward pleasantries before deciding to find a bite to eat.

Hunting didn’t take long, and afterward we agreed on a movie. It was an action adventure,
and we both enjoyed it. When it was over | had to fight the urge to call thesguys and check in.

Jason seemed to have noticed my preoccupation. “How’s Frasier?” he asked softly.

“Better,” | told him. “He and Petor have mostly healed, and | don't,think there will be any
lasting effects from their capture.”

“That’s good.”
Once in a while I caught him running his tongue over his newfound fangs as if he were still
uncomfortable with them. I found it charming. “I like the fangs,” | said softly. “They’re very

attractive.” | wasn’'t going to mention that Scott had fangs too.

Jason grinned. “Better than a tail.” He told me that he had rented a hotel room so that we
could talk uninterrupted. While | wasn't sure I-wanted to be alone with him in that kind of
situation, part of me jumped at the.ideaand. 1 found myself agreeing before | could think better
of it.

Once in the room, we spent some time, talking about how we had met and the early part of his
relationship with Christina. Apparently someone had been trying to kill her, and he’'d been trying
to keep her alive.

Eventually the talking-gave(way:to kissing. It was strange, kissing him now. The last time we’'d
kissed his teeth hadbeen normal; now his fangs were extended permanently, just like Scott’s.
While I'd already, gotten the, technique of kissing a vampire with fangs down pat, Jason’s kisses
were much.different than-Scott’s.

In Jason’s/arms-I'felt loved, even adored. It was as if he had worshiped the woman he had

married. “\n his arms‘1 could forget my amnesia and let his love wash over me. It wasn't until | felt
his hand on my breast that | pulled away.

“We don’t-have to do this,” he said softly, noting my apprehension.

I lifted"my eyes and looked at him, struck once again by the attraction | felt toward him. |
didn’t understand where it was coming from but it seemed like something elemental in me
wanted to be with him. Without answering him 1 lifted my lips to his.

My nervousness forgotten, | was lost once again in his embrace. Somehow our clothes seemed
to melt away. His skin was smooth and cool beneath my hands, feeling at once strange and
familiar to me.
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Much later we cuddled against each other, sated. In his arms | almost felt safe, almost. A part
of me longed to tell him I'd return with him to Salem and pick up where we had left off, but |
knew | couldn’t do it.

“Was it always like this?” | asked softly against his skin. My hand was on his chest and the
hairs their felt soft, too soft compared to the hair on Scott’s chest.

“Always.” Jason lifted the chain that held my wedding ring, but thankfully he didn't mention
the fact that | wasn’t wearing it on my finger. “Except | never had to worry about making my
plane afterwards.”

I glanced at the bedside clock and realized that it was nearing time for Jason to return to the
airport. Sighing, | rubbed my cheek against his chest, relishing in the feel of his skin on mine. |
wished there was some way | could talk him into staying, but I knew it wouldn’t be fair of me to
try.

“I'd ask you to stay, but | know you don't particularly like it here,” I told him.

“It's not that | don't like Detroit,” he protested. “Detroit doesn’t like me. This,time we dated in
your city, next time we should do it in mine.”

I wasn't sure how to answer that, so | just said nothing. As much aswanted to see him
again | didn’t know if I could risk traveling to his city.

“Frasier wouldn’t mind it,” he added. “You could bring Petor tog:, It'syust for the night.”

Just the mention of them made me want to check in and see how they were doing. | glanced
at the phone, but managed not to jump up and dial the pub

“We can talk about it later if you want,” Jason said when.I' didn’t answer him.

“I'm sorry,” | said softly. “I've really enjoyed the time we've spent together, but I’'m not sure
I'm ready to come to Salem.”

I could tell he didn’t like my reluctance, but he didn’t try to argue with me. After we dressed |
drove him to the airport. Because.dawn wasp't\too far away, we said our goodbyes on the
sidewalk and I didn’t wait around to\watchhis-plane fly away into the night sky.

Driving back to the pub Idriednot to feel guilty for sleeping with Jason. A part of me knew
that we were married, but another partjfelt like I'd cheated on Scott. | wasn’t sure which part to
listen to, but the part of me that sided with Scott seemed to be yelling the loudest.

Thankfully I didn’t have to face"Scott when | got to the pub because he was gone. Maggie and
Emily immediately-wanted to know what had happened on my date, obviously wanting to know if
I'd slept with Jason. but teovpolite to outright ask. I noticed that Alex was listening to our
conversation quite closelyythough he never asked any questions to me directly.

I went upstairs-with just enough time to shower and get ready for bed. When | walked into
my bedroom | found Frasier and Petor inside waiting for me. We talked for a little while about our
finances’and.belongings. The problem was that we really didn't have much money. While | knew
the pack weould let us stay with them, for now, | also knew we couldn’t depend on them to
support us indefinitely.

The boys and | talked over several possible solutions, but nothing that would help us in the
short term. They offered to find jobs, which | was grateful for. I still had no idea what I knew and
didn’t know, and it would be much easier for them to find work, being mortal, than it would be for
me.

When | could feel dawn getting closer, | told them we’d finish the discussion tomorrow night.
They'd both stood and were nearly to the door when Frasier stopped and looked at m.

“Did you sleep with him?” he asked bluntly.
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Petor rolled his eyes and turned away while | shot his companion a harsh look.

“l don’t think that’s any of your business,” | said firmly, getting to my feet. I hadn’'t answered
anyone else when they’d asked that question, | wasn’'t about to start now.

He didn’'t appear chastened. “I think you're wrong,” he shot back. “If there’s a chance we
could be going back to Salem, I want to know about it.”

“We won't be going back to Salem,” | told him. “Not that he didn't ask me to.”

Frasier walked over to stand just a bit too close to me. “Look, Tina, | don’'t want to overstep
my bounds,” he said apologetically. “I just want to know where we stand.”

From the corner of my eye | saw Petor slip silently out of the room. “Where we stand?” |
asked softly.

“I've waited a year while you played house with Jason,” he told me. “I think | deservesto know
where things stand.”

I reached up and cupped the side of his face. “I'm sorry if this has been hard{fer+you, Frasier,”
I said gently. “I can’t tell you where things stand when | don’'t know myself. Icknew that | loved
Jason before I lost my memory, and I think | should give those feelings a gchance to bloom again.

“What about Scott?” he demanded.

“Scott is... Scott,” | said with a wry smile. “He doesn’'t make any demands on me, he accepts
me for what I am. | need that right now.”

“You know | can give you anything you need,” he protested.

“I know,” I answered. “I just need time to figure out what I'want in the long run. I'm not
going to say there will never be a time for us, but now js\net that time.”

He laid his hand over mine and bent to kiss my forehead. “I understand, Tina. Just know that
no matter what I'll be waiting for you.” With that he _left me alone.

My thoughts were a tangled mess-as, I"'waited\fer the sun to come up. Had | done the right
thing to sleep with Jason? With Scett>Would be’any easier if | gave Frasier the relationship he
seemed to want so badly, and_forget about both vampires?

By the time the sun came,up/l, had.decided that sleeping with Frasier wasn’t the right thing to
do, at least not right now. _Unfortunately, | hadn’t made up my mind about the other two men in
my life.

”
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Qo Beotlo's Clolien

THE BITCH OF IT IS THAT YOU PROBABLY DID THE RIGHT THING. BuT vYOu DID IT IN THE WRONG WAY,
IN THE INCONVENIENT WAY. NOW YOU HAVE TO PAY THE DENALTY FOR THAT. I kNvow 1T STINKS, BUT

THAT'S THE WAY IT IS.
BaByLON 5: RISING STAR

1 slowly laid my hand on his arm, not quite sure if Cormac would allow the touch. “Look, we
don’t know each other that well and | know it was a shock to find out that we're related,” I told
him softly, “but I just wanted you to know that I'm glad we are.”

He put his hand over mine and smiled. “Me too.”

With the softness of his voice and the smile on his face, I could see why Eliza hadm't.been able
to resist him. On impulse | moved closer and hugged him. It felt really nice when he put his arms
around me and returned the embrace.

When | woke the boys were gone. Before | could panic too badly I found a“nete stating that
they had gone to the Zombie Zoo with Lucas and Jolie. While | didn't like the fact that they’'d left
without checking with me first, 1 was glad to get a bit of a break from Frasier. He’d been... well,
clingy wasn't really the word | was looking for, but he was always therej, eéven when I'd rather he
wasn't.

Lying next to the note they'd left me was a packet of information from a local bank. It
appeared that they had opened a bank account during the«day'as I'd asked them to. The balance
was a couple of thousand dollars, but I knew it wouldn’t‘last us long.

I spent the next few hours helping out where | could+n the pub. I wasn’'t much good at
waiting tables, or even tending bar, but I could fetch,and carry for Carissa, and clean. When the
boys got back near midnight | chastised-them for{eaving without telling me first.

“You want us to wait in your rogm until yot, wake up?” Frasier asked, making both of them
blush and laugh. Obviously they had both heen drinking way too much and there was no
reasoning with them, not tonight:

I was playing pool with Frasier whien'my phone rang. Glancing at the clock when I pulled it out
I saw that it was almost gne-in the_morning. The caller ID on the phone showed only ‘Brennan’. |
excused myself and moved toward-the door to the back room, feeling the need for privacy. |
really wasn't sure what to expect, but | did want to talk to Cormac. | opened the line and put the
phone to my ear."'Hello,” 4 said guardedly.

“Tina.” His’use of mysname earned him brownie points. “I was just calling to see how you are
faring,” he told me.

How'was | faring? “Better.”

“Yes,” he.murmured. “I hear the fight, while it ended well, did not start that way.”

“Are you, talking about the fight with the Sabbat or the fight with Brenda?” | asked seriously.
“The fight with the Sabbat,” he said slowly. “Brenda has been rather more guarded of late.”

“I wonder why,” I drawled. “The fight, well, we killed the bad guys, got the ghouls out. Took a
couple of nights to heal, but everybody'’s fine. How’s Rafe?”

“He is healing.”

| breathed a mental sigh of relief that | wouldn’t have his life or health on my conscience.
“That’s good.”
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“It took some time and it was rather a long process,” he added, “but he will be fine, physically
at least.”

At least Brenda would have to stop blaming me for the loss of his finger. “Actually I'm glad
you called,” I told him, anxious to turn the topic of conversation away from Brenda. “l wanted to
thank you for coming to Detroit and performing the ritual.”

“It was the least | could do,” he said sadly.
“If you say so,” | agreed. “Cutting your finger off is not a little thing.”

“I would have cut off my whole hand had | been able to return your entire memory to you,”
he told me seriously.

I didn't know what to say to that. While by bloodline he was my brother, what few mgmories |
had of him were so conflicting | couldn’t honestly say how I felt about him.

“l do have good news,” he added. “I spoke with Summer, my contact. The art has,returned.”
“Their magic?” | asked, feeling rather excited. “Really?”

“Yes,” he assured me. “It appears that whatever mission led you away fremus and to Detroit
was a success. Their magic is returning slowly and it is more balanced than it.has been in several
years.”

“Well, at least my ‘noble cause’ had a good ending,” I muttered, unable to keep the bitterness
from my voice.

“You cannot hold Brenda accountable for her emotions,” he said softly. “She does care for
you. She does not understand as we do,” he continued, “whatit is like to forget your past and
have it come back and—"

“Bite you in the ass,” | finished with him.

“As you remember old responsibilities,” he continued.

“I have remembered a few things,” |, admittedy“but it’'s very confusing.”

“Any time you feel the need to talk; you hayve my number,” he offered. “About anything.”
“If you're not busy, | did have.a few-guestions,” | told him.

“Ask away.”

“Like I said, I've had a few memaories that are very confusing,” | began hesitantly. “Kind of
extreme, actually. Is that normal?”

“Yes,” he assured-me. ‘‘The memories that first returned to me, and to you the first time, were
intense, either good or bad:’

“Some of them are, more indifferent than anything,” I replied, “but most are intense.” | wasn't
sure how te.tell him_about the memories | had of him, so | figured it was best for me to just say
it. “I remember being very happy to see you because you were the only one | could talk to about
some things,-but™l also remember that | resented the hell out of you.”

“l do.not presume to know all of your thoughts,” he said softly, “but I believe the resentment
was not directed towards me personally, but rather toward our shared sire for not taking a
stronger hand in your upbringing.”

“From what | understand he took no hand in it at all,” I said dryly.

“Yes. He was assured by the eldest of our clan in the United States that you would be taken
care of.”

“The Tremere,” I murmured. While they kept telling me that was my clan, | didn't feel
Tremere. | felt more Gangrel than anything. “He was assured that | would be taken care of,” |
repeated slowly, “but | was found in an alley?”
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“By Antonio,” he reminded me, “who cared, and still does care for you greatly.”

“I'll take your word for it,” I murmured. | remembered quite vividly him dominating me into
submission, but perhaps that was the way he showed affection.

“He is a lot like Brenda,” he told me softly. “They know no medium.”
“Or patience, or tolerance, or etiquette,” I continued, “or tact.”

“That’s often been said about me,” he said dryly. “Would you care for a copy of the letter in
which Dougal mentions you? It is not much.”

“Yes, | would.” At this point not much was better than nothing at all. “Speaking of letters, may
I also have a copy of the letter that | wrote to you from Russia?”

“Certainly, I will send it along,” he agreed. “The other purpose for my call was to seef you
had any interest in attempting to relearn some of the Tremere art.”

“I keep trying that Auspex thing, but its hit and miss,” I admitted. “It doesn’t always work.”
“I'm referring more to the Thaumaturgical rituals.”

“I would be interested,” I said quickly. “Now that | think about it there was absolutely nothing
in the stuff that was sent to me.”

“Yes, Brenda took care of that,” he replied dryly. “I will be sending-eut-the remainder of your
personal effects from your room at the chantry, but with it I have gained my prince’s permission
to compose a ritual primer for you.”

“Really?” That surprised me. “They’re actually going to let me!learn some Thaumaturgy stuff?
‘Cause Zach said | couldn’t unless | went back to the chantry,”1'd called him to ask about a
necklace that Frasier had in his possession, but he’'d refusedtell me how to make another one.

“They will not teach you Thaumaturgy itself,” Cormae told me. “These are the rituals.
Admittedly they are low level rituals that all neonates are taught.”

“What is the difference between.Thaumaturgy-and rituals?”

“Thaumaturgy is the art of the bleod magic;” he explained. “A ritual is what we did when we
visited the pub. It ties to the bload madicbut my hopes are that these basic rituals will open your
mind and open your memory,to what.you’'once knew.”

“Hopefully anything I'll,regain will be a lot less confusing that what | already have,” |
murmured dryly.

“Don’'t count on«t,” he warned me.

“It's almost worse than'it was before knowing anything.” At least before | remembered the
people from.my past | could mistrust them without remorse.

“Do not,allow meto take up too much of your time,” he told me. “If you think of anything
more, feel free to.call me.”

“Okay.” It.sounded like he was busier than | was. “I appreciate your call and again | want to
thank you for.performing the ritual.”

“You're.welcome,” he said warmly.

“And I'm sorry | was a little impatient with you before,” | added.
“Nothing new,” he murmured.

“Am | usually impatient?”

Silence burned the wire for a long moment before he simply told me good evening. | returned
the salute and hung up.
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Cormac had given me a lot to think about. |1 hoped that he meant what he’d said about
sending the Thaumaturgy primer, but only time would tell. I went to find Madelynne to let her
know what was going on.

I found her in the office going over paperwork. “Hey, Cormac called,” | told her. “He was
nice.”

“Your brother?” she asked in surprise. “He really didn’'t seem that rude while he was here.”

“Probably not,” | admitted. “Anyway, he was really nice this time. He’s sending me some
Thaumaturgy stuff so I can relearn it.”

“Really?” She seemed as surprised as | had been.

“It occurred to me that there was no Thaumaturgy stuff in what was sent,” | told her,.and
you know how Zach told me | couldn’t learn any of it.”

“Why would they send it to you?”
“He’s hoping it will help me regain my memories.”
“When are you supposed to receive this?”

“He didn’t say,” | admitted, “he just said that he was composing the primer. It depends on
how long that takes, | suppose.”

“Do you need to go to the Tremere to work on this?” she asked.suspiciously.

“l don’t think so,” I told her. “I think I get to do it all by my big'girl self. I'm sure there will be
detailed instructions in the primer, and if it involves going to the Tremere, then | guess it waits.”

“Well, if it does then they’re probably going to want you to stay there, to keep it in a
controlled environment,” she reminded me.

“That’s why it would have to wait a long damn time,™ | replied dryly. “I'm not in any hurry to
put myself in the hands of the Tremere, thank you,very much. I like having free will. A lot.” She
laughed and I grinned at her. “Oh, and\the Verbena magic is coming back, so | apparently
succeeded in that whole ‘noble cause™thing.”

I wished | could feel better-knowing‘that'Christina’s choice to save Malcolm Robbins had been
the right one, but I didn't.
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Noten Dhttrere Diotene

IF YOU COULD EVER UNDERSTAND

WHAT YOU PUT ME THROUGH
O-TowN - TAKE Mg UNDER

When | woke Wednesday night, | found that Frasier's belongings had been delivered along
with a bright yellow 1999 Mustang that was registered to Christina Kline. Petor had left a note
telling me he’d already gone over the entire vehicle and it was in excellent condition. He’'d
apparently made a few adjustments to the engine, but it was safe for me to drive it.

The boys were gone again, but this time they had a better reason. Scott had arranged, for
them to interview at one of the local automotive factories, and they had both been hired: I 'knew
their working was the best thing for all of us and tried not to worry about their safety.

Madelynne and | went for a spin in the Mustang and the speed was enough to take my breath
away. Well, if I'd had breath that was. Regardless, it handled well, and | was grateful that the
boys and | now had a second vehicle. Sitting at the pub waiting for them to'get off work wasn't
exactly my idea of a good time.

When | went back to my room to hang up my coat | noticed a box on the dresser with an
envelope addressed to Christina Kline lying on top. | didn’t recognize the handwriting, but it was
feminine so | was betting it was Brenda’s. With apprehension | opened the envelope and sat
down on the bed to read the stilted handwriting within.

September 30, 2000
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| tried not to let her words get to me, but the letter started a low burn in the pit of my
stomach. She apparently thought my amnesia was harder on her than on me, and | couldn’t help
but wonder how well she might have behaved if the situation had been reversed. At least she'd
apologized for her outburst, but that didn’t make things right between us. Hell, she’d accused me
of being irresponsible and inconsiderate of my family’s safety.

On the other hand I could almost see her point of view. She’d come to Detroit expecting to
rescue me from some noble cause I'd gotten myself into. Instead, she’d gotten nothing from me
but a hard time, and to top it all off, her husband had almost died at the Sabbat’s hands.

That hardly meant that | should forget my anger at her and let bygones be bygones. It just
meant that | should give her a chance to redeem herself. Brenda wasn’'t the only one who'd said a
few harsh things that night, after all. I distinctly remembered telling her she wasn't my mother
and that | hadn’t asked her to come after me.

Scott showed up just after the pub closed for the night having come straight from,work. He
returned everyone’s greeting then strode over to where Madelynne and Logan*were sitting to talk
to them for a few minutes before going upstairs to shower. When he came back down | was
playing pool with Maggie, but when he came over she made some flimsy excuse to leave us
alone.

He gestured for me to rack the balls, and I did so without a word. Ricking up his usual pool
stick, he drove the cue into the rest of the balls, breaking them expertly. At first | felt a little
uncomfortable because | wasn't sure how he felt about my dateswith Jason. As the game
progressed and he didn’t mention it, my tension eased.

I shook my head at my own stupidity. Scott wasn’t one, fer creating boundaries, or accepting
them for that matter. He was most definitely his own man, and as long as | didn’t try and tie him
down, he wouldn’t make any judgments on my life,

When we were alone in my room.much later 1 tried very hard not to think about my evening
with Jason only a few nights before, |, ean’t say.that being with either man was better than being
with the other, but it was definitely 'different."Jason had made me feel loved, but Scott made me
feel safe, although it was more than that:

We were so much alike #Scott’and me, and | knew I could surrender my troubles to his
strength. | knew that he would never, try and handle my problems for me, but he would help me
in whatever way | asked\him te:

I knew that heawvasn’t watehing me, waiting for another woman to look out from behind my
eyes. He acceptedume forwho | was, enjoyed being with me without waning me to change at all.
When | layin ‘hisvarms near dawn | was happy in a way that | could not remember being with
Jason.

1 barely had time to register the size and tastefulness of the room when | spotted Brenda at
the top.of'the stairs.

“Christina¥’ she exclaimed cheerfully as she bounded down the stairs toward me.

| met her at the bottom of the stairs. “Brenda,” | whispered as she enfolded me in her arms. |
hugged her tightly, feeling as if I'd come home at last. | bit back the tears that sprung to my
eyes, telling myself that there would be plenty of time for crying later.

When the sun went down pulling me from my daytime slumber, I laid alone in the darkness
thinking about the woman I'd once considered my sister. For the first time | tried to put myself in
her shoes. She had come home from a happy honeymoon with every intention of spending quality
time with her sister and instead had been faced with my disappearance. When she had contacted
me through a mind link, | had done my best to shut her out. In fact even after they had come to
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Detroit | had rejected every overture she and the others had made toward me until they had
proved that I was in fact the Christina Kline they kept telling me I was. Even after | had begun to
remember my past | hadn’t exactly been warm and fuzzy with any of them.

To top off the pain and confusion of losing a sister, she’'d been faced with the torture and
temporary deformation of her husband. Of course, Michael Moorecock’s presence hadn’t helped
the situation. Brenda’s ex-lover had done his best to antagonize everyone except Jason.

In all reality | didn’t see where | would have handled the situation as well as Brenda had. If
either of my boys or even one of my pack mates had gone missing then turned up with amnesia,
I would have done my damnedest to bring them back under my protection.

My crusade to help my ex-mentor and my rejection of all things Salem had cost her dearly. |
had to admit that the harsh way I'd treated her had been no more justified than the hateful
things she’d said to me on her final night in Detroit.

I still wasn’t sure how | felt about Brenda, hell I didn’t know how | felt about anyone from my
past save Frasier. Regardless, | knew | had to give her a chance to prove that she_could be more
than the abrasive bitch I'd seen in the last few weeks just as | had to show herl wasn't the
irresponsible childe she’d accused me of being.

Hours later when | sat down with a blank page in front of me all I equld think about was the
anger and resentment I'd felt the night she’d left Salem. | knew that I'had to release some of that
antagonism or it would taint the letter | wanted to send. | decided\to’spend a few minutes writing
out my anger in the hopes that | could purge enough of it to be able to write her a decent
response. When | was done, | felt much better.

Laying aside the first draft, | began the second.
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After rereading_the’letter, | sat back, satisfied. While I knew that some of what I'd written was
a littlerharsh, overall the letter said everything | wanted to tell her. | folded it and placed it in an
envelope that'l addressed and set aside for Petor to mail in the morning.

Looking-aver our finances once again | was reminded that the money wouldn’t last forever.
Yes, the boys had jobs now, but I couldn’t spend the rest of my existence sponging off my
ghouls. There had to be something I could do to make money. When | thought about my life in
Salem, and what everyone had told me I'd done there it hit me.

Before my memory loss, I'd worked security for the clan. I knew | hadn’t lost any of my
instincts on the subject because I'd had many conversations with Scott and Logan where I'd been
able to discuss the matter intelligently. Frasier seemed to be just as up on security techniques and
weapons as | was. Petor had been in the Russian army and was quite familiar with firearms.
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Starting a security firm seemed the smartest thing for me to do. We could focus initially on
human society, working as bodyguards for the suits and any visitors that might come into town. It
might be hard going at first, but there was no reason to believe that we couldn’t make it work.

Frasier liked the idea of working for a security firm. He seemed to think it would be exciting
and glamorous. Petor, of course, would do anything I asked him to. Alex and Emily were also
interested in working for me if I could actually get the business off the ground. I needed backing,
and a building, and so many other things. Madelynne suggested that | look into getting a loan,
which seemed to me the only choice.

The next few nights were busy ones. | continued to regain memories, usually in the form of
dreams just before | woke in the evening. One of Antonio was particularly bad, but for the most
part the memories were unremarkable.

Petor and Frasier began complaining that they wanted to move out of the pub. They claimed
that the room they shared was too small for both of them. Scott’s idea of a solution.was for me to
move into his room since he had an apartment elsewhere he could stay in until, wejgot things
settled. I agreed, but I knew it wouldn’t be long before the boys started askingfor more freedom
again.
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Hoppy Chaiversany

TAKE ME, TOUCH MFE
HoLD ME LIKEF YOU MEAN IT
Bon Jovi - Love Mg Back To LiFe

Jason and | had agreed to meet at the Holidome in Flint on the 9th of October. He’'d booked a
suite but wouldn't tell me about any plans he made. He said he wanted to surprise me and left it
at that, but I thought | had an idea of what the surprise was all about. The Colt 1911 that Cormac
had given Christina for a wedding gift was inscribed with that date one year earlier, so it wasn't
any stretch to figure out it was their anniversary. | took great pains to find a small gift for him,
and hoped he would like it.

I was a little nervous about going to Flint, but since the boys were coming with me«l-thought it
would probably be okay. They'd never be more than a phone call away if they needed me, and
Frasier would still be close enough for me to locate the necklace he was wearing.

Of course | had to pay the prince of Flint a short visit before meeting Jason. It was a little
strange since he knew me and | didn’t remember him, but it was over quickly. Petor drove to the
Holidome and both men decided to come in with me to get the lay of the-fand. Frasier even said
something about wanting to say hi to Jason, and I didn’t want to discourage him.

When we entered the lobby Jason was talking with a short weman with long dark hair. He was
holding a briefcase, wearing jeans and a black leather jacket.over a white mock turtleneck shirt.
His hair was neatly combed and he had a look of freshness about him. By the time | dragged my
eyes away from the tempting sight of his muscular framey he had finished giving the girl
instructions and she was moving off.

When at last he turned and saw us walking across ‘the lobby toward him, I had eyes only for
the girl. I wondered who she was and, why Jasonshad been talking to her. I wondered if he'd
moved on with his life like I'd been trying toimove on with mine. | wondered if he’'d realized | was
sleeping with Scott and decided t0'\pay me back.

I was brought out of my musings by.the touch of Jason’s lips on my cheek. There was no sign
of guilt in his eyes as he pulled a white-rose from inside his jacket and handed it to me. | thanked
him softly and gave him.a brief hug, but let Frasier carry the weight of the greetings as | stared
off in the direction the girl haddisappeared.

It didn’t makeSense that I felt such a rage of jealousy over what was probably an innocent
meeting, but L{elt.it nonetheless. | found myself wondering if she posed a threat to Jason and
had to shake my head,at the direction my thoughts were going. Jason was not under my
protection,™-had na.right to dictate how he handled his safety.

Bringing my+attention back to the men around me, | realized that Jason had greeted Frasier
like an old friend. While my ghoul hadn’t rebuffed his friendship, Frasier's response was a little
cooler than'it'could have been. Jason even shook Petor’s hand, but | could see the effort that
being so friendly cost him.

Jason broke a moment of awkward silence by suggesting we leave for our date. | agreed, but
asked him for a moment with the boys before we left. Thankfully he agreed, and I led my ghouls
out of his range of hearing.

“Find out who the girl is,” | ordered softly. When Frasier looked down the hall, | knew I didn’t
have to explain further. “Let me know what you find out.”
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I watched them walk away before returning to Jason’s side. | took his arm and looked up at
him with a smile that I hoped would distract him from wondering why the boys hadn't left the
hotel. “Do you have any plans for our date?”

“l do,” he replied, staring down into my eyes.

He led me outside where a long white limo waited for us. When he opened the door for me, |
saw a small pile of gifts lying on the seat. It made me pause as | climbed inside, but I didn’t
mention them. | was just grateful that I'd picked up a gift for him.

“I didn’t know how to bring this up when we were on the phone last,” Jason said, looking
uncomfortable as he settled down next to me and the driver pulled away from the curb. “But
today is our anniversary.” He looked at me then as if he expected some kind of reaction from me.

I simply nodded. “Brenda told me the Colt was a gift from Cormac for our wedding,” |
reminded him. “I thought the date on the barrel was probably our wedding day. | remember—”
The flash of the one memory | had of our wedding went through my mind and | couldn’t help but
chuckle. “You looked good in a tux.”

He grinned but looked away almost as if he was uncomfortable talking about such a personal
subject. | hoped it was his normal shyness and not the fact that | didn’t remember much about
such an important day. “Thanks,” he said as he looked back at me. “Alkl“can remember is how
beautiful you looked coming down the aisle. I'll never forget that moment.”

I closed my eyes and turned away, knowing that if I'd only trusted him just a little more |
wouldn’t have gone off to save Malcolm and lost my memory. €I wish | could remember it,” |
admitted softly. “I remember you giving a toast and how—" almost said ‘how much I loved you’
and just barely managed to stop before the words spilled,from my mouth. Bringing the ‘L’ word
into this would only complicate things even more. “How.you kissed me. In a way it doesn’'t seem
real.”

“It was real, honey,” he assured _me. “Believe\umne, it was very real.” He put his hand gently
along the side of my face, his bodyanguage-telling me that he expected me to pull away. “Happy
anniversary, baby,” he whispered,“his hazeheyes pouring liquid fire into my soul. “Will you let me
kiss you?”

Let him kiss me? | was dying for it. } didn’t bother to answer, simply leaned forward until our
lips were touching. The.kiss was tentative at first, but when neither of us pulled away the
emotions between us, caught fire., Kfelt the skin of his cheek against the palm of my hand and
treasured the texture-of his skin on mine. His arms went around me and pulled me closer until
only the barrier*of'our clething separated us.

It was easy(to forget the distance between us, easy to push thoughts of Scott to the back of
my mind, easy to ferget we were in the back of a moving vehicle. Our clothes seemed to melt
away until skin met-only skin from temple to toe. The cool touch of his hand along the length of
my hody left warm trails on my skin. My fingers itched to run along every inch of his body, to
learn the curves and planes as well as he knew mine.

Passion filled me until it was all that | knew. Our lips met and danced even as our bodies
moved together. | pulled him closer to me, even closer, and tugged on his hair for better access
to his mouth. The passion built until I could no longer concentrate on his kisses. | turned my head
and kissed at his shoulder and neck, lost in the moment.

A long time later I came back to my senses and realized that the car was still moving.
Suddenly 1 realized that the driver must have been perfectly aware of what Jason and | had been
doing. Embarrassed, | reached for my clothes even as | realized that it was way too late for
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modestly. I turned my face against Jason’s shoulder and was grateful that as a vampire | had no
need to worry about blushing.

Jason pulled me closer against him as if well aware of the reasons for my embarrassment. “If
you get dressed, you can open your presents,” he whispered against my hair. | laughed self-
consciously and fumbled for my clothes. From the corner of my eye | watched him dress,
appreciating the lean strength of his body.

Before he had a chance to pick up one of the packages from the seat across from us, | took
the present I'd bought from my bag and handed it to him. “You first,” I insisted.

He seemed extremely pleased that I'd remembered that it was our anniversary. He took the
package with one hand and hooked the other around the back of my neck and kissed me deeply.
For a moment | was lost in the feel of his lips against mine but the swaying of the car brought me
back to reality and reluctantly I pulled away.

“I don't think we should give the chauffeur another show, once was enough,” l“murmured.
“Open your present.”

He seemed pleased with the leather holster I'd found for the guns he normally carried. His gift
to me was a leather journal that he hoped would represent a new chapter. ef our lives. | thanked
him with a kiss and opened the present Brenda had sent with him.

To my surprise, the package contained a ritual bag complete with atumber of ingredients that
the letter Brenda had included told me were necessary for certain Tremere rituals. Unfortunately
she hadn’t sent me any of the rituals themselves, but | was still holding out hope that Cormac
would keep his word about the primer he’'d promised to send.

My phone and Jason’s rang at about the same time..Frasier told me that he’d lost the girl, but
I assured him it was all right and he shouldn’t worry abeut it. Jason seemed to have been talking
to the girl and when we both hung up, he said that.she'd called to tell him about her tail.

“She’s a werewolf?” | asked.
“Don’t play dumb,” he said with.a.smile, £You know what I'm talking about.”

I shrugged, not willing to admit'how jealous I'd felt when I'd seen them together. “Who’s
Sarah?”

“My ghoul,” he admitted-in a serious tone. “Having Frasier around spoiled me. | got used to
someone doing the day-for me,”

I thought it strange that he had taken on a ghoul so soon. Hell he didn’t even know if |
planned to staysin\Detroit,"and here he’'d bound another woman to him. | stopped my thoughts
before letting them get too far. I did plan on staying in Detroit, and Jason had every right to do
what he thought would, make him safe.

We Spent the«wext few hours in the hotel suite, talking for the most part, though we did have
sex ‘again. 'This time | couldn’t help but think of Scott, couldn’t help but feel guilty that | was
sleeping with_another man.

After making arrangements to meet him the next Sunday, | said my goodbyes in the room.
Biting back the tears of guilt | made my way down to the lobby where the boys were waiting for
me.

| felt worse when | got home and had the pack around me. Scott and | didn’t exactly have a
commitment, but | knew that everyone was hoping we would eventually settle down together. |
got the impression that while Scott was far from celibate he’'d never taken to anyone like he
seemed to have taken to me. It didn’t matter that | was supposed to be married to Jason,
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sleeping with him had felt wrong and | told myself | wouldn’t do it again, not until I got things
straight in my head.

Showering didn’t erase the feel of his hands on my body, and even laying in the bed I'd shared
with my lover couldn’t chase away my memories of Jason or the feeling that I'd betrayed Scott. |
curled into a ball and cried myself to sleep wishing I'd never remembered anything about Jason or
the love he and Christina had shared.
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The next evening Madelynne asked me how my date with Jason had gone. | told her without
admitting I'd had sex with him, trying to bury the stab of guilt that shot through me. “He had a
ghoul with him,” I added.

“His ghoul?” she asked.

“Yeah. He said he missed having someone around to watch over him during the day.”
“That sounds lame,” she replied coolly.

“I didn’t like her,” I admitted. “I didn’t even meet her and | didn't like her.”

“It seems suspicious, doesn't it?” she added. “I mean, he ghouled her pretty, quickly?”

I had to agree with her assessment of the situation. I might have asked.Frasier what he
thought about Jason’s new ghoul, but his strange behavior had continued.over the past few
nights. | hadn’t noticed it at first because it had started gradually, but.aow’his near constant
touching was becoming more and more aggressive.

Somehow | managed to find a moment alone with Petor to ask ‘him if he knew what was going
on in Frasier's mind.

“Well, given what little bit I've seen of the Ghoul - Domitor relationship, it seems to me that
there are two versions. The assistant/Bodyguard/daytime\eyes, like me and Logan’s ghouls. |
thought that Frasier was this too. Then there is the puppy/lover like Rafe and Brenda and Mac
and his Eliza. Perhaps Frasier wants to be that kind.of-ghoul.”

He seemed a little dismissive of the subject,»almost as if he knew what his place was and it
didn’t matter to him what roll Frasier. filled in"mylife.

Near midnight | was putting, laundrysaway when Frasier cornered me in my room.
“I'm hungry,” he said softly, his deep-voice echoing through the room.

“There’s food in the Kitchen,” l.reminded him as | turned to put a pile of shirts into a drawer. |
almost jumped when | heard mevement and realized he was right behind me, so close | could feel
the heat radiating off'of him.

He ran his fingertips down the side of my neck. “I'm hungry for you.”

My eyes-shot'to the mirror where | could see the hunger in his eyes as he stared down at my
skin. | could almost smell the desire he so obviously felt. | turned and backed against the dresser,
anxious to put roem.between us, but there was nowhere for me to go.

“Sitidown.and1'll feed you,” | told him, my voice rough.
“I'm not\a-ittle boy,” he drawled. “Besides, we might get some on the sheets.”

I barely stopped myself from snorting at the thought of Frasier spilling any of my blood. When
he fed he licked every last drop away as if it would be his last. “Maybe | want to sit down,” |
replied coolly.

Without a word his hands encircled my waist and he lifted me in the air far enough to sit me
down on the edge of the dresser. Moving closer, he stood between my knees and slowly lifted my
wrist between us. | heard a click and realized that he’d opened the small knife he always kept in
his pocket.
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“Frasier—" | began. When he looked at me with raw hunger in his eyes | couldn’t finish the
thought.

“May 1?” he whispered as he brought the knife closer to my vein. Wordlessly | nodded, still
unable to speak.

| felt the cool steel against my flesh for an instant before he applied the light pressure that
was all it took for the sharp blade to break the skin. Carefully he brought the knife to his mouth
and licked the blood from the blade before setting it aside and turning his attention to the wound
he had made.

Blood welled at the surface of the cut and had just begun to run down my arm when Frasier
lifted it to his lips. Slowly, languidly, he ran his tongue along the path the blood had traveled
before settling his mouth around the wound. | could feel him draw the vitae into his modth.and
closed my eyes against the erotic sensations it sent through me.

| felt the fabric of his shirt against my face and realized dimly that he had moyeéd-close enough
for me to feel the length of his body against mine. Being this close to him awakened my own
hunger and | turned my head to inhale the warm scent of his skin.

For a brief moment | remembered that it had only been a little more than'a week since the
Sabbat had sunk their fangs into him, feeding from him, draining him teo-.close to the point of
death. Only the night before Alex had assured me the boys were well and truly healed. The
strength in the arm that went around my waist and pulled me tightly-against Frasier’s body told
me that Alex was right.

I could feel the length and heat of Frasier's arousal ruhclightly against the crotch of my jeans,
but it only drove my hunger to new heights. My fangs drepped from their hiding place, pushing
against the inside of my lips, and instinctively | gave in<to their silent insistence. Turning my head
just a little, 1 opened my mouth and sank my teeth(into the warm flesh of his neck.

As | felt the hot rush of blood enter:my mouth, 1 could feel the moan of pleasure that broke
from his chest. His arm tightened-around me; pulling me even closer until | felt every hard
unyielding inch of him pressing against the ‘material that separated his body from mine.

I might have enjoyed it algreat dealmore if | wasn't already involved with one too many men.
As it was my feelings for Frasier were, almost too complicated for me to deal with. Like Scott, he
accepted me for who and\what 1. was now. Like Jason, he seemed to love me a great deal. Like
Petor, he needed my,protection.and my blood. Feeding him was a heady experience to say the
least; so much more-intense than when Petor drank from me.

For long seconds punctuated by the beat of his heart we drank from each other. In many ways
it was much more provocative than anything I'd ever experienced with Jason or Scott. Feeding
brought the_sexual-tension between us even higher, until I wanted nothing more than to tear off
our clothing and give him the sex he wanted so badly.

The-thought was like cold water splashed on my face. | pulled my fangs from his skin and
pushed against his chest to break the contact between our bodies.

“That’'ssenough,” | said sternly. When he looked at me with puppy dog eyes, | ordered, “Now,
Frasier.”

He let go of my hand with great reluctance and | brought it to my mouth to close the wound
even as | pushed him back with my other hand.

“Tina—" he began, but I didn’t let him finish.
“Go downstairs. I'll talk to you later.”
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He went, but | could see in his eyes he didn’t want to. Hell, part of me didn't want him to, but
I had more than enough men in my life, | didn’t need another complication, and | sure as hell
didn’t need more guilt than | already had. | followed him out a little while later, after I'd regained
my composure.

A few hours before dawn | was standing near the back of the pub watching Frasier and Petor
play pool. | sensed more than heard Scott move up behind me and I leaned back against him
when his arms went around my waist.

“Come stay with me tonight,” he urged softly.

I suppose | should have expected his invitation, but it had surprised me. It also tempted me
more than | cared to admit. “I don’t want to impose,” | replied reluctantly. I also didn’t want to
leave the boys alone.

Gently he nuzzled the side of my neck. “Please, impose.”

His deep voice sent shivers down my spine, and | knew I didn’'t have the strength’of will to
refuse him. Staying the day with him would mean leaving the boys alone, but_ realistically there
wasn’'t much | could do to protect them when the sun was in the sky. And Lthad'to start trusting
them to take care of themselves some time, didn’t 1? As much as | wanted\to'keep watch over
them all of the time, it just wasn't feasible.

“All right,” I said at last. “Let me get a few things.”

With a last brush of his skin against mine, he moved away to‘talk to my ghouls. | went
upstairs and came down a few minutes later with an overnight\bag in my hand, making Frasier
and Petor stare at me in surprise.

“Where are we going?” Petor asked.

“We aren’t going anywhere,” | told him with a smile. “I'm going to Scott’s.”

My ghouls shared a confused glance-that |.did my best to ignore.

“Let me get this straight,” Frasier'said, walking toward me. “You're going to spend the day
somewhere else and we're not going with you<”

| shifted restlessly, not comfortable with the reminder that | was leaving them to take care of
themselves. “Is there a problem with(that?” | asked, looking at Petor.

“No,” he assured me.quickly. £We’re just surprised, that’s all. Go. Have fun. Hacnaxxaantecb.”

I smiled and turned to Scotty who had come up beside me. “Ready?” | asked. When he
nodded, | told the"boys to take care of themselves and followed my lover out of the pub.

“Chris!”

1 turned tog see that, the others were all inside the stairwell, though I couldn’t see their faces
and that the“dooreading to the bar was closed. I let go of the doorknob. “What?”

As.they started up the stairs, Brenda spoke from the front of the group. “Do you want to get
shot walking. into something blindly? Have you forgotten everything that you know?”

1 raised"my eyebrow at her and took a step away from the door. You are the Mother but not
my mother, 1 told her in a mental warning.

Well if you didn’t act like an impertinent childe and walk into a situation blindly, she chastised
me, then perhaps | wouldn'’t have to act like your mother. | understand that you have a strong
need to return to our world, but—

Acting as if I were bored, | pulled out my gun and popped the clip to make sure it was fully
loaded, then snapped the clip back in. I put the gun back in its holster and waited patiently for
Brenda to finish.
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That's more like it, she told me with satisfaction.

1 leaned against the wall with my arms crossed under my breasts and one leg cocked over the
other, unconsciously adopting a stance that was as natural to me as feeding.

When | returned to the pub the next evening after spending some time hunting, | learned that
Frasier had taken advantage of my absence and slept with Emily. | also learned that it wasn’t the
first time they’'d slept together.

It was clear that he’'d done it simply to make me jealous. Emily was quite open about it, and
about Frasier’s skill in the bedroom. While she didn’t come right out and say how well endowed
he was, or how long their encounters lasted, | got the impression that either he was very good in
bed or she was in on his plot to get me to sleep with him.

“She’s like that with almost all the guys,” Maggie told me later. “It’s just the way she"is.”

“I'm just worried about Frasier,” | replied softly, trying to downplay how much it bothered me
that they had slept together. “What happens when she moves on to someone else?”

“I'm sure he’ll be fine,” she replied with a reassuring smile. “He’s got you te take care of him.”

I watched Frasier brush Emily’s hair back from her face, and of course the woman loved every
second of it. | turned away so | wouldn’t have to see it only to find Scott standing behind me.
Without a word he opened his arms to me and | stepped into them.

Scott was a comfort to me, that was a fact, and in his arms | felt safer than | felt anywhere
else. What I now realized was that what had begun as my only-comfort was slowly changing into
something else.

While I'd been dating Jason, I'd also been dating Scott. ‘He seemed to know all the good
places to go in the area, bars and nightclubs. These wereplaces that didn't necessarily appeal to
the mainstream Kindred like Ventrue, or Tremere, but they were places | liked quite a bit. They
always had good bands and ample hunting. | knew that he didn’'t have the money that Jason
seemed to have, and he didn’t havesthewworldliness of Christina’s husband, but that just made
him easier on my mind.

Though the entire pack waswrather casual about touching each other, the way Scott touched
me in public was more like the way Legan touched Madelynne than any thing else. | had to admit
that I was more familiar withhim as well.

Everyone knew that'Scott and\llwere dating, they even knew generally where we went when
we left the pub together, butit‘didn’t seem like he was giving out personal information the way
Emily had about Frasier. Emily had outright asked me what I thought of Scott in bed, but told her
the same thing?l told Maggie when she asked about Jason; | don'’t kiss and tell.

It wasn'’t Scott’s dating skills or the places he knew that was winning me over, nor was it his
obvious-talent in.bed or the way he made me feel safe. Scott liked me, really liked me, for who
andwhat | was.\He was becoming important to me, more important than just the security blanket
he’d been.far me in the beginning.
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Cormac moved to the girl’s side and sat down on the table. He pulled his gun from the holster
and pressed it against her forehead, but | couldn’t see her face. “I killed Micky like the dog he
was,” he said in a low serious voice that was as cold as ice, “l'll kill you like the bitch you are.” He
pressed the gun against her head hard enough to rock it backward. “Knock it off and shut up.”

I woke with a start, surprised and a little frightened by the memories my dream held..l'd
known that Cormac had a cold side to his personality, but to talk about killing so coldly-.. it was
frightening to remember. It took me until I was out of the shower to dismiss the feelings the
dream had evoked, and when | went downstairs | had something else to think about,

Carissa had a package for me that had arrived during the day. She gave ittosme with a glass
of cold blood as | sat down at the end of the bar. The bold handwriting on the.label told me it
was from Cormac.

I looked at the package for a long moment debating on whether t@ open it or not. Then |
remembered that he was going to send me a Thaumaturgy primer;iso Ihasked Carissa for a knife
to cut the tape.

Inside of the package was a leather bound journal, a videecassette, a yellow candle, and
several notes, one to me from Cormac, one to Cormac fram me, and one from Dougal Galloway
to someone named Gami. Flipping through the journal f.saw that only the first twenty or so pages
were written on. The writing was Cormac’s and the topic was, of course, Thaumaturgy. His note
was short and to the point.

Here s the primer we talked of last week. I've included
enough supplies for You to try each ritual several times,
but 'd advise Yyou not to try and push the matter. Your
abilities will come back in time.

I'm. also sending the two Letters we spoke of and a video-
cassette of Your wedding to Jason. | wasn't
Sure ifi(jou wanted to see it, but if You don't thﬁw\just send

it back to me. |

L = |

I didn’tquite know what to think about the videocassette. Cormac had seemed much nicer the
last time I'd talked to him, more understanding. Was this his way of pressuring me into returning?
I didn’t think so; he had after all left the door open for me to return the video unwatched.

Whatever his reason for sending the tape | was glad it was still early in the evening; the boys
wouldn’t be back until nearly midnight, and if Scott was going to show up it wouldn’t be until
much later. I didn’t know how I'd react to seeing Jason and Christina’s wedding, and | didn’t want
them to see me upset if that was my reaction.
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“Hey,” Madelynne said as she sat down beside me. “Looks like you got lots of stuff today.”
With that she sat a letter down on the bar address to Christina Kline. Not surprisingly, it was from
Brenda. At least Cormac had addressed his package to Tina Andrews.

“Looks like it,” | agreed. “Cormac sent that primer he told me about.”

“Yeah?” She looked curiously at the items on the bar, but I didn’t offer to show them to her. |
might not consider myself Tremere, but | knew better than to share their secrets.

“Do you mind if I go upstairs and check this out?” | asked softly as | put everything back in
the box.

She shrugged. “Not at all.”

I nodded thankfully. “I'll be back down before the boys get home.” Without waiting for a reply
I went upstairs to my room. Making sure the door was closed I turned on the television.and put
the tape into the VCR before sitting down on the edge of the bed to watch the tape.in‘silence.

The first scene was of Christina standing with the man | knew as Antonio Morenorat the top of
a stone stairway. Her dress was beautiful; neither the pictures I'd seen nor the,vision that Brenda
had showed me had done it justice. When the wedding march began to play, they started down
the stairs arm in arm. She looked nervous but happy, and Antonio lookedwery much the father as
he patted her hand comfortingly.

The camera followed them out into the garden where Christina’s, family and friends waited. |
recognized everyone gathered from the photo album | had, but. most of their faces didn’'t mean
anything more than names to me. Jason stood nervously neat ‘a fountain with Brother Stephen
Brennan, Cormac’s nephew. Antonio led the bride to thenand placed her hand in Jason’s. From
what Jason had told me Stephen and at least one of the _guests were werewolves. Most of the
rest of the people gathered were either Kindred or ghouled.

The ceremony was beautiful, if a little unorthodox.'| watched as Stephen put his hand over
Christina and Jason'’s joined hands. £By\the pawer.vested in me by the almighty,” he said
solemnly, “I join you in Holy Matrimeny. Let(ao'one come between you for all eternity. /n nomine
patris, et fili, et spiritu sanctu. Amen.”

Tears filled my eyes as | watched the_couple kiss on the screen. Something or someone had
ended the happiness of that day and‘l.wasn’t sure how to make things right again, or if I even
wanted to. In my headsl.knew that'l ‘was Christina Kline and that | really was married to Jason,
but I didn’t feel that way'in my.heart. | couldn’t deny that | felt something for him, but was it the
overwhelming lovehe’d so,obviously shared with Christina on their wedding day?

The two peeple who'd gotten married that day had been so happy, and | didn’'t understand
how things“could haye gone so wrong in only a year. Blood tears overflowed my eyes and ran in
crimson streaks down-my cheeks. I wiped them away before they could fall on my clothes, but I
couldn’t stop them,from coming.

It.took meta long moment to get a hold of myself after | stopped the tape, but once | did |
turned te-the fetter that was in my handwriting, the one Christina had written to Cormac from
Moscow.
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I was a bit surprised at the letter. Not that it spelled out Christina’s reasons for leaving Salem
alone, but that she’'d chosen not to take Jason because he’'d have put her task at risk. She'd
known he would have tried to kill Malcolm, so she’d chosen not to take him with me.

It was funny how Christina’s point of view had differed so much from those of Brenda and
Jason. They seemed to believe that she had needed their help to accomplish anything, while she
had apparently believed they would hinder what she felt she needed to do. Regardless, from what
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Cormac had told me the Verbena magic was returning. Christina had succeeded in her noble
cause, alone and aided only by Petor.

Apparently they were right about one thing, however. Malcolm—the Crone, Lord Chaos,
whatever name he went by—was not to be trusted. Perhaps he had sent me to Detroit with
amnesia in order to protect himself. Until I regained more of my memory, there was no way to
find out for sure.

Putting those issues aside for now, | picked up the final letter that Cormac had sent. There
were only two paragraphs that referred to a girl who must have been me.
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| sat staring down at the letter trying to process the words before me. | had no idea who
Meerlinda was, but she sounded like someone Dougal respected, possibly even someone
important in the Tremere clan. Of course | didn't remember, and might never remember, so |
pushed my curiosity about the letter to the back of my mind and picked up the primer that
Cormac had sent.
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After reading the information, I tried a ritual called ‘Incantation of the Shepherd'. | followed
the steps he had given me to the letter then | picked up the marble and held it to my eye.
Whispering the Latin phrases Cormac had given me, | concentrated on my ghouls. After a
moment | felt | could point in the direction they were right at that moment, even tell their
approximate distance from me. Now it made sense that Brenda had been able to pinpoint Rafe’s
location and lead us to him without hesitation.

I tried another ritual as well, but this one didn’'t work. Reminding myself that Cormac had
warned me not to push it, | turned to the letter from Brenda. I'd saved it for last not knowing how
she would have received the note that I'd sent her. In retrospect, | suppose I'd been a bit harsh
on some things, but I'd also done my best to be pleasant and open to her.
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Midway through reading the letter I{found tearsion my cheeks. Now more than ever |
understood why she had been so ddamant that'return to the Tremere fold. Once | was done, |
folded the letter and put it aside, Brenda had-eonfirmed that the clan had decided Christina would
move to Salem because of her blood band to Luke. It sounded like no matter how hard she tried
to do the right thing, the clan‘kept beating her down. I was more than happy to be out of that
situation. Now if | could just-convince everyone else | was happy in Detroit.
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ONLY I CAN CHANGE MY LIFE. NO ONE CAN DO IT FOR MEFE.
-- CAROL BURNFETT

One night Madelynne and | had a conversation about Jason and Scott. She seemed to
understand my confusion, but of course she thought that Scott was a better choice between the
two men. She reminded me of what Frasier had said about Jason’s willingness to hurt my ghouls
in order to get me out of Detroit.

“Carrying on with both of them might cause problems in the pack,” she pointed out, “given
what Jason did to the pack and that Scott is Logan childe.”

I looked away, ashamed that | hadn’t even considered that my dating Jason could cause
tension in the pack.

“l can't tell you who you should be with, Tina, but I have to say that I think SCett’is much
better for you,” she told me. “He lets you be who you are now; he doesn’t want'to turn you back
into someone you were before.”

“Yes, that's very true,” | admitted. “But there’s just something about(Jason...”

“You're sleeping with Scott too,” she reminded me. “He seems to be pretty happy with you,
which | have to say I'm happy about. What about him?”

“l know he cares about me, Madelynne,” | told her. “He’s nice,"and he actually seems to trust
me. | know he’ll protect the boys and me, and he’s dependable.” Scott was there for me too,
almost every night, a part of my new family. This family accepted Petor and me as we were. |
knew that while Christina’s family accepted Frasier, they'd*never rest until Christina was back and
Petor was out of the picture.

“He makes me feel safe,” | continugdsx “And_I{care about him, | do, but with Jason it's
different. |1 don’'t know how to describewt.”

“He’s Gangrel like the rest of us,” she said-coolly, “nothing more.”

“Yes and no,” | told her. flt'symore than that.”

She shook her head. £l don't see it.”

“You're not sleepingiwith him;” I said bluntly. “And it’s not just sex, that’s just one example.”
“Like what?”

“I don’'t know, just the ‘way he makes me feel.” | didn’t know how to describe it, I just knew |
liked the way heumnade me/feel when he wasn’t trying to change me into the woman who used to
be his wife, when I wasn’'t overcome with guilt for sleeping with him to begin with. “It’s like I'm
the only-woman in-the whole world, like when I'm with him he’s the only man in the whole
world £’

“And Scott doesn’'t make you feel that way at all?” she asked.

Her question made me squirm. | didn’t like comparing the two men. “When Jason’s not here |
can pretend that | didn’t have a life before this,” I told her honestly. “It's not that it's bad with
Scott, it's very good, but it’s not the same.”

“Then is it better or worse?” she challenged. “And you can’t tell that it’s just different either.”

“I wouldn’t say that being with Scott is better or worse, Madelynne.” | fumbled for an
explanation, but how I felt was difficult to put into words. “Look, | know that you'd rather see me
with Scott, and believe me I'd rather have that too, it's less complicated, but I can’t ignore the
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fact that Chris—" | stopped myself from saying her name. | was Christina Kline, and | had to get
used to that fact. “I used to love him.”

“Used to love him,” she emphasized, “not love him now. There is a key word there. Do you
truly love either one of them now?

I could remember quite clearly the love | had once felt for Jason, and | was definitely drawn to
him, but I didn’t think I could say that I still loved him. | cared a great deal for Scott, but didn’t
think I could call that love either. “I can’'t honestly say that,” | said at last.

“Then here is my opinion,” she told me. “I think that you need to choose just one of them to
be with, because right now you’re not being fair to either of them. Take a moment to think about
how they feel knowing that when you're not with one of them you are with the other. How would
you feel if you remembered and one of them didn't?”

Her word made me burn with shame. “l know it's bad. What's worse is Jason doesn’'t’know.”

“Maybe he should,” she said softly. “Do you think that you can choose between-them, either
one or the other?”

I'd known all along that it would come down to a choice between them,ut I still wasn’t
prepared for to make the decision. | couldn’t imagine not seeing Jason, but\then again | couldn’t
imagine not having Scott’s strength to lean on. “I-It’s just-this is so hard for me!” | exclaimed.
“And | get sick of saying that, believe me. I'm tired of being the poor little girl who lost her
memory, but every scrap | get back just confuses me more. Part,ofyme just wants it all to go
away, and with Scott is does, but being around Jason makes_me want Christina’s life back.”

“You can’t have it all,” she reminded me. “It would be too,hard to even try. A person cannot
live two lives.”

I closed my eyes with a sigh. “I know. It's just that I"feel like I don’t even have one,” | told
her, looking at her hoping that she would understand. “Or that I do have two, and they're
completely separate.”

“That’s just it,” she said strongly.\You d@ have two completely separate lives. Now here is yet
another decision to make. Which\kind of.life you really want to lead? Do you want to make a new
one they way you want it or 'go back to‘the old life that Christina had with someone looking down
your back every five minutées? Nearfreedom or none? It's all up to you.”

Put that way it wasn't-much_of a question. | couldn't see myself living the way they claimed |
had been happy living.

“You know in‘a way it's.not fair to you either,” she added softly.
I looked.at her’in surprise. “What do you mean?”

“This entire situation is pulling you in so many different directions,” she explained
sympathetically. “You are happy with both men in different ways, and you want your freedom to
do whatyou want'but those people from Salem don’t seem to want you to. Then you have issues
with Frasier,\you're starting a new business here and maybe a new life if you don’t return to
Salem.”

“l don’t want to go back to Salem, Madelynne,” | told her honestly, “that’s part of what’s
making this so hard. | don’t want to be the good little Tremere who lives where she’s told and
dumps men they think are no good for her. I like it here, | like being a part of the pack, | like the
freedom and the security | have here.”

But there was more to it that | didn’t want to admit. | wanted to belong with the pack, but |
wanted to be with Jason too. And we were married after all; didn’'t that mean we belonged
together?
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“What?” Madelynne prompted. “Finish what you were saying; it didn’'t sound like you were
really done.”

I looked down away from her discerning gaze. “I didn't want to believe it when they told me
who | was,” | reminded her. “I didn’t want to be Christina Kline, but I can’t deny that | am her.”

“So you are,” she agreed, “but you are also Tina Andrews, and those two women lead very
different lives.”

She was right, and | knew better than to think I could keep living like this. “You know, there
are two things I'm afraid of, Madelynne,” | admitted softly. “The first is that | will get my memory
back and realize | don't belong here, that I was only fooling myself into believing that I belonged
with you, with the pack. The second is that I will somehow end up back in the Tremere fold with
my memory, and realize that | could never be happy there, that this was my home and 4 gave it
up.”

“There are a lot of ‘what if's in life,” she said sagely. “We all make bad choices inlife and have
to live with them. It’s hard to find the right choice and make the perfect decision-because we are
all human, but either way you have to choose. You have to decide what yourthink is best for you
and do it. No looking back, no second-guessing. Make a choice and live with it.”

I looked up at her and couldn’t stop the tears that filled my eyes. “Idon’t know what's best for
me,” | told her honestly. “According to Brenda, | never did. What if.1 dump Jason and remember
later that | really did love him? What if | stop seeing Scott only to realize that it was him | loved?
What if I do the wrong thing with Frasier and he takes off whereyl“can’t protect him? Madelynne,
if I make the wrong choices I'm screwed. | don’t know what to.do.”

“Either way a choice has to be made, and quickly,” shessaid firmly. “Don’t let the stupid witch
get to you. She is just saying things in anger to get to*yeu and make you think that you need her
to make the choice for you.”

I could tell that she was getting mad and |’couldn’t handle it. Madelynne was my friend,
sometimes | felt like she was my enlysfriend~If\she told me to leave I didn't know what | would
do. I couldn't go back to Salem andrisk Petor’s safety. If | had to leave the pack | had nowhere
to go. | broke down crying, leaning on Madelynne’s shoulder while she soothed me as best she
could. It took some time for-me“to get eontrol of myself and when 1 finally did she handed me a
tissue to wipe my face.

“Maybe you should forget about all this for a while,” she suggested. “Maybe see Jason another
time and take some time to think about this.”

I shrugged_andMookedvaway. “I just-1 think we all need to know if the pack can trust him.
We'll never-know if he stays away.”

“Trust is=something that is earned and he will have to work damn hard to get that from us,”
she reminded me\‘Ralph might come looking for him when he hears he’s back in town.” At the
GangrelPrimoegen’s name, her tone grew angry, almost bitter.

“He’llznever prove himself if he doesn’'t come here, you know that,” | replied. “And if he proves
we can't trust him then we’ll have to deal with it, won't we?” No matter what Christina had felt for
him, I wouldn’t allow him to put the pack in danger.

“l guess so,” she murmured reluctantly.
“So it's okay for me to ask him to come to Detroit?” | queried hopefully.
“Like | said, it's not my city,” she told me. “He can go where he wants.”

I nodded. “I know it will be hard having him here, and that Scott is going to have the worst
time of it. Do you think it's selfish of me to want to try this?”
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She looked away. “I really don’t know how to answer that.”
I looked down at my hands. “It is selfish of me, isn’t it?”

“l don’t know,” she soothed. “It would hurt Scott but he does know more than Jason. | really
think a decision should be made after he comes here, if he’ll come.”

“I know, you're right,” | agreed. “I just hope I can make the right one.”
“You will, don’t worry,” she assured me.

“I worry,” | countered. “What if | fuck things up like I did in Russia? | could end up worse off
then when | started.”

“What?” she gasped. Her anger took off like a rocket. “Who said you fucked things up in
Russia? You don’t even remember. Here’s a thought, quit listening to Brenda! You don’'t know
what happened there and neither does anyone else that you know. Make a choice liverwith it. We
all do.”

“I'm not listening to Brenda, okay?” | shot back irritably. “But if I didn’t fuck things up, then
why did | end up with amnesia? If I'd done things right, Chaos would be dead"and I'd know who
the fuck I am.”

“Whatever,” she growled. “Do you even know why you were there? Hmm probably not, right?
Things happen for a reason, this is your chance to start again and do‘it your way. Forget about all
the ‘what if's or ‘if I'd done things right’. Maybe just maybe you did‘do things right!” she
exclaimed. “Did you ever stop to think about it that way?”

Her raised voice cut me to the bone, but as | thought about'what she said | realized she was
right and | had to laugh at myself. “I'm whining, aren’t 1?2 hasked her. “You're right. | have to
stop thinking about what I might have done right or wreéng and concentrate on what | can do
now.”

“I think you got it,” she told me withra smile.“Live for the now and the future, not the past,
because it is the past and you cannot ehangeit. "What's done is done.” She laid a hand over mine.
“You can'’t take it back and if you coeuld life\would be too damn easy. And yes you are whining,”
she added with a grin.

“Okay, so I just have to.deal'with/picking which guy | want to be with the most,” | murmured.
Then | groaned in frustration: “Can’t,I go back to whining?”

“Absolutely no whining at all;” she declared. “And choose one.”

“After Jason visits;? | agreed. “And | have to tell Scott what's up.”

“You should. telFthemhoth,” she reminded me.

I bit at/my lewer lip nervously. “I haven’t told Jason about Scott. Are you sure | should?”

“Tell.him~about.Seott, it's only fair,” she insisted. “Then tell him about choosing. It's best to be
open and honest; it turns out best in the end.”

| gave-her a wry smile. “Yeah, you can say that, you're not in my shoes.”

1 looked up into the mirror and saw Brenda standing behind me, my wedding dress in her
hands. She smiled fondly and stepped toward me.

“It's time,” she said softly.

Nodding, 1 turned and she helped me step into the bundle of sequins, lace and silk. “Do you
think he'll like it?” I asked timidly.

She grinned. “I think he’ll hate having to help you out of it.”
| heard soft laughter from the other girls, and bent my head to hide the anticjpation | felt.
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I woke from a dream of Salem with tears on my cheeks. Thankfully Scott was already gotten
up so | didn’t have to try and hide them from him. The girl | remembered being had loved Jason
so much that it hurt just thinking about the relationship they'd lost.

While I knew that | didn’t love Jason as Christina had, deep down | wondered if Jason really
loved Christina. He’d only come to Michigan twice since she had disappeared, and had
immediately ghouled a woman he refused to tell me much of anything about.

If he did love her, wouldn’t he be trying harder to win her—win me back? Shouldn’t he be
camped out on my doorstep, making sure that he was foremost in my mind, reminding me of
what we had shared before I'd gone off on my noble cause?

And if Christina really had loved him as much as | remembered, why did | feel so guilty every
time | slept with Jason? | wasn'’t sure if it was because | felt like | was sleeping with anether
woman'’s husband, or because | was sleeping around on Scott.

Even if Jason had loved the woman | used to be, he’d been a prick when he’d_first come to
Detroit. Granted, most of his behavior can be explained by the fact that his wife_had gone
missing. Though | had remembered our wedding, remembered loving him, l-couldn’t honestly say
I was in love with him now. And even if I was, who'’s to say | wouldn't fall‘in fove with Scott given
enough time?

I didn’t need Madelynne to tell me that | needed to make a chaice hetween them, and soon.
The problem was that it wasn’t an easy subject to settle in my mind.~Jason claimed to love me,
but I knew that if he loved anyone it was Christina and not me. Scott had never claimed to love
me, but in his arms | found an acceptance that Jason couldnever offer.

I'd told Madelynne the truth; there were times that | felt*as if |1 were two different people.
Most of the time | was Tina Andrews, the Caitiff who lived at the pub with Scott and the rest of
the pack, but on the nights | was with Jason, | was Christina Kline, the Tremere who had married
him, loved him.

The thing | really felt bad about'was the fact.that whether or not I told Scott what happened
when | was alone with Jason, deep down he knew | was sleeping with another man. Jason had
no idea that he had any competition at¢@ll, fet alone that | spent more time in Scott’s bed than
his. I knew I couldn’t go on-that'way{ Ithad to make a choice between them and | had to do it
soon. At the very least, | 'hadto tell Jason about Scott. | wasn’t looking forward to his reaction.

Madelynne had been‘right about my relationship with Jason affecting the pack, and specifically
Scott. | knew he wasn't happy.that | was continuing to see Jason. He still came to the pub just as
often, but he was more tense than he had been when I'd first come to Detroit. We still went on
dates, although he talked-a lot less than before, which was really saying something since he didn’t
talk much to begin with.

Scott'mever said-a word about what | did with Jason, which only made me feel guiltier. He
never even asked"f I'd slept with Christina’s husband, although sometimes it seemed like he was
the only one'who didn’t. Still, as time went on Scott grew more and more sensitive to the subject
to the point where he began growling every time Jason’s name was mentioned, and even
sometimes when it was carefully avoided.

| tried not to talk about Jason or anything to do with him, including the past I didn’t
remember. | also avoided talking about the future or the choice I knew | had to make. Scott
noticed, of course, and eventually he asked me what was wrong.

I shrugged, hoping to hide my concerns. “Nothing really, just lots to think about.” The look he
gave me told me he didn't believe me so | told him part of the truth. “This thing with Frasier has
really been bothering me,” | admitted. “He’s always there, it's like he’s obsessed with me.”
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“Isn’t that normal?” he asked.

“How am | supposed to know?” | asked with a smile. “Amnesia, remember? Petor’s not like
that.”

“Maybe you should stop ghouling men,” he suggested. | could hear the amusement in his
voice. It was as close to a joke as I'd ever heard him make.

“It's a little late for that now, don’t you think?” | asked teasingly. “Next time I'll be sure to ask
your advice before | feed someone my blood.”

“Isn’t your life fucked up enough as is with out bringing any more blood bonds into it?” he
drawled.

The smile left my face at the reminder of all the things | was supposed to be thinking.about.
“Yes, it most definitely is.” | added under my breath, “And that’'s going to change.”

When his hands dropped away | knew that he’d heard me. “Who is the change going to start
with?” he asked guardedly.

I turned to give him a level look. “Me.” It was the truth, after all. I had to stop wavering and
make a decision about my future. Like a coward | pushed those thoughts away and moved back
into Scott’'s arms, back where the past couldn’t touch me. His arms closed around me and | knew
that no matter what happened he would keep me safe.

As time went on | realized that safe wasn't all | wanted from Scott. I'wanted more from him
than the casual relationship we seemed to be sharing. He slept-mnest days at the pub with me,
and sometimes | stayed with him, but there were times that-he-went home to his apartment
alone. While he worked at the same factory my boys did;.he’d developed an interest in the
security agency | was trying to put together, and was mare than willing to lend a hand or ideas to
help us out.

I knew | couldn’t push him, but I missed himwhen we didn't stay together, missed more than
just the sex we shared. | missed hissarms around'me and knowing that he would hold me
throughout the day. Not that the sex\wasn'tigood. Well, actually it wasn't. It was exceptional, and
only seemed to get better as time went'on,
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ALL OF THE THINGS THAT HAVE HADPENED

I'M SURELY TO BLAME
DROWNING PDooL - REMINDED

“What are you looking for?” Jason asked.
“You.” | brushed my tears away and looked around for him. I didn’t see him anywhere.
“Why are you crying?” he asked me almost gently.

From the corner of my eye, | saw that the limousine had pulled over and stopped. I held out a
hand toward the vehicle to stop people | couldn’t see but somehow knew were there. “Stay back,”
/ said firmly, then to Jason | asked, “Don’t you know?”

“Someone told you to look for me,” Jason said.

| chuckled softly, affection warming my voice as I replied; “Do you think 1 always do what
someone tells me to?”

“If persuaded to in the right way,” he told me. I still couldn’t see him,.but 'the voice was
coming from directly in front of me.

“No one told me to look for you. I just needed to find you.” Hisbehavior confused me. Why
was he being so cold?

“Well, you did, and now it's over,” he said, his voice like icé.

My emotions began to overwhelm me, and | swayed-‘anuny feet, tears staining my cheeks.
“It's over?” | demanded. “Do you have any idea what Iwent through looking for you?”

Once more | woke alone with blood tears on my-pillow. | felt as if only a night had passed
since Jason had left me on the street | yfememberediin my dream instead of the years that I'd
been told had gone by since it hat really,happened: | tried to tell myself what I'd felt in the dream
didn’t matter, but my heart ached just‘the same. Why had | wanted Jason so badly that even now
the pain of our long ago parting‘could bring ime wake up crying?

I was not going to find the_answers,.lwanted so desperately in my memory. If | wanted to
learn more about my love.fer’Jason.l’d“simply have to spend more time with him, but at that very
moment the hurt | felt'was too _fresh, too raw for me to even consider talking to him.

Pushing the memoaries as«far-to the back of my mind as I could, | dressed and went
downstairs. The boys had the night off and they were waiting for me at the bar. Carissa was
serving them burgers and fries as | joined them, but she moved away to answer the phone before
I could greet her.

“What did you ‘boys do today?” | asked.

“‘We visited the zoo,” Frasier said between bites of food.

“The Zombie Zoo?” | asked warily. | knew that it was a hang out for ghouls, but I wasn't sure
I liked them going there. Alex had told me things could get rough there, and while | knew they
could take care of themselves, | didn’'t want them getting hurt.

“The Detroit Zoo,” Petor explained. “I wanted to see what an American zoo looked like, and
Frasier said he'd never been to one here.”

Before | could question them about their visit, Carissa called to me from the end of the bar.
“It’s for you,” she told me.
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A little confused, | walked down to the phone. No one ever called me on the bar phone,
everyone | dealt with seemed to know my cell phone number. With no little trepidation | took the
receiver from her. “Hello?”

“Mis-ah, hello. My name is Andrea White and I realize that you don’t know who | am, but I've
come here from Las Vegas to deliver a letter to you,” a cultured voice informed me.

“From whom?”

“My employer, Antonio Moreno,” she replied. “I wanted to make sure it was all right for me to
come to the Pub and deliver it.”

I glanced around and saw that none of the other pack members were in the bar. Of course it
was shortly after sundown, and only Logan, Madelynne and | had spent the day at the pub. The
others would probably be in within an hour or so if they followed their usual routine.

“That will be fine,” I assured her. “Can you come by in about an hour and a half?*
“Would eight o’clock be all right?”

“Yes. I'll be waiting.”

“Thank you,” she told me. “I look forward to meeting you.”

“We haven't met before?” | asked.

“No, | have only recently been... hired by Senor Moreno,” she explained.

“Oh.” | wasn’t sure what else to say. “I'll see you then.”

“Goodbye.”

I hung up the phone and went to tell Madelynne that we'd be having company.

At precisely eight o’clock the front door opened and'a-tall thin woman walked in. Her hair was
pulled back in a ponytail at the nape of her neck and.she wore a casual yet expensive suit. Her
eyes took in the customers that half filled the bar;~lingered briefly at the pool table where Alex
and Scott were playing, and flitted past‘Madelynge’and Logan at the bar before stopping at my
face. With a smile of greeting, shewalked toward me.

I met her half way across,the‘toom and.gestured toward an empty booth along the wall.
Without a word she sat down.and watehed as | settled across from her.

“Miss White, | presume,™ said.in greeting.
“Andrea, please,” she,told pie,*I’'m afraid I'm not sure what to call you.”
“Tina is fine,” lteplied.,“You said you have something for me?”

“l do.” She.reached intg‘the bag she was carrying and took out a manila envelope. “Senor
Moreno has asked me.to deliver this letter to you in person. He didn’t trust it to the postal
service.”

“l understand,”. 1" said as | took it from her. | looked down at the obvious male handwriting
across the envelope. Christina Kline, it read simply. | winced at the use of the name, but a part of
me understeod why he’d chosen to use it.

“I haverbeen instructed to wait if you would like to draft a reply,” she offered.

I nodded absently, then glanced around and signaled for Frasier to come over. “Frasier, could
you escort Miss White to the bar and see that she gets a drink or some food if she would like?”
When he nodded, | added, “And could you bring me a notepad and pen?”

“Sure,” he replied, standing back to give Andrea room to stand. His eyes ran across her lithe
frame in appreciation as he offered her his arm. | couldn’t bring myself to feel jealous at the
attention he was paying her; at least he wasn't coming on to me yet again.
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I turned to the envelope and slowly opened the flap. Inside was two pieces of Tremere
letterhead covered with the same handwriting that had been on the outside of the envelope. |
could almost hear Antonio’s deep soothing voice as | began to read.
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| read the letter over once more to make sure that I"hadn’'t missed anything. The fact that I'd
killed a woman wasn’'t so much of a surprise as it-was distressing. A new vampire unaware of
what she was could inadvertently kill' quite easilybut knowing that I'd done it myself made me
sad. | wondered how many others FFdilled in my life as a Kindred.

Pushing down the feelings.of\guilt over ardeath I might never remember, | pulled the notepad
that Frasier had brought me ‘closer and"picked up the pen. After thinking for a moment, | began
to write. After two or three'false starts,/the words finally started coming together.
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I wondered for a moment what he would think abeut the name I'd chosen to sign the letter
with, but I had decided long ago that until I truly remembered what it was like to be Christina
Kline, 1 would not use that name. Folding, the letter, ™ placed it in the envelope that Frasier had
thought to bring me.

As | looked around | realized that ‘Andreawas sitting at the bar with Frasier hanging on her
every word. Rolling my eyes at™his-ibide\I'picked up my things and went to join them. Andrea
saw me approach in the mirror.and turned to face me.

“Thank you for waiting;” "t told-her, handing over the letter I'd written. “I would appreciate it if
you would see that Senier Morenoxgets this.”

“Of course, Tina,™she said\pleasantly, placing the envelope in her bag. “My plane leaves at
one, and | will have the Jetter to him before dawn.” She turned to my ghoul and held out her
hand. “Thank you for the-pleasant conversation,” she told him.

He helduher hapddightly in his and grinned down at her. “It was my pleasure, Andrea. Any
time you'want to‘see the city, let me know.”

She-smiled,and said her goodbyes. A few minutes later she was gone.
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IT's NOT THE WAY I CHOOSE TO LIVE

AND SOMFETHING SOMFE WHE‘RE'S GOTTA GIVE
O-TowN - ALL OR NOTHING

I went behind the bar to throw away the crumpled paper that had been the first few attempts
at the letter I'd written before asking Frasier to take Antonio’s letter upstairs to my room.

“Everything all right?” Madelynne asked me.

“Fine,” | told her, looking at the other pack members who had now joined us. “Antonio wanted
to tell me about the night he found me in Las Vegas.” After | relayed what had been in his letter,
I shrugged. “What he told me matches what little | remember.” | sat down with her and, kogan at
their table. “I can’t believe Frasier was all over her like that.”

“He’s been all over everything,” Madelynne pointed out.

“Yeah, | know.” | was included in that mess. He hadn’t tried to throw me.in*a*corner and have
his way with me, but I got the feeling that might come to that soon. “What am | gonna do about
him?” | muttered.

Madelynne looked like she was going to answer me, but at that moment Carissa called her
away. Logan laid his hand over mine where it lay on the table. | neticed suddenly how long and
thin his fingers were, almost unnaturally so “Perhaps your Frasier'is trying to get your attention
on some matter. If a servant’s place is not set firmly by theirmaster, they will always test the
boundaries.”

I wasn't sure exactly what he meant by ‘set firmly’s.bot the only thing | could think he meant |
wasn't willing to do. My face must have reflected mysshock because he shook his head and
added, “No, I am not suggesting you beat him. down. Merely remind him of his place firmly. You
are his master, not the other way areund.”

Both Logan and Madelynne were. fully aware of what had been going on with Frasier and his
behavior, they'd have to be blind 'not to-*I*m not sure what to do,” | told Logan, “what | used to
do before I lost my memory. What would“you do if he was yours?”

He smiled wryly. “Well,nif-he were mine, we wouldn’t be having this problem.” His smile faded
and his face grew serious once'more. “But really, have you talked with him? Are his desires really
that unwarranted? He\spoke to me of the time you ‘took him in’.”

Once again Kwas surprised by his words, but | did my best not to show it. | knew that if
Frasier felt comfortable enough to talk to Logan about his past, I'd been right to stay here with
the pack. Logan and'Scott could help me give my boys guidance that | couldn’t be sure they'd
ever had\before.

“He.says that*Jason had abandoned you then as well,” Logan continued, “and you turned to
him.”

Given'my dream of the day before | wasn’t surprised that Jason had abandoned me. “I turned
to Frasier?” | asked softly. “In what way?”

“I know only what Frasier told me,” he replied. “I think this is something you should ask him
about.”

I nodded and made a mental note to ask Frasier about the subject later.

“He said that even when Jason came back into your life, Frasier was always a part of your
‘inner circle’,” Logan continued. “Now, what with your memory loss, Petor, the change of city,
even Scott, Frasier may be feeling left out of what was he was once such an important part of.”
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“I've tried really hard to keep Frasier included,” I told him honestly. “I can’t say what Christina
did with him before or why, but I'm not about to abandon him just because | don’'t remember
him.”

“l got the impression from him that he was almost an extension of your... let us say gun arm,
if only for the colorful picture it paints, in your old life,” he replied. “Now things are happening,
both of your choice and not, that he has had neither control over, nor any input into.”

Just the fact that Frasier had talked to him about it and not me proved that Logan was right. |
knew | had to have a long talk with Frasier. While | was glad he had someone to talk to, he
should have come to me about how he felt.

“Or perhaps he feels his ‘time’ has come,” Logan added.

“I know he’s my responsibility,” I drawled, “but that doesn’'t mean that | have to sleep with
him. I have to admit he’s attractive, but | guess | have to make it clear that’s not something that's
going to happen. | was hoping he’d get the hint without me spelling it out for him,“but he hasn't.”

He shot me an affectionate grin. “He is as headstrong as his master.”

I smiled ruefully. “I hope being headstrong doesn’t stop either one of us‘frem doing the right
thing.”

“We all hope,” he agreed, leaning across the table toward me. As-he\did | noticed that his
eyes were not brown as I'd believed them to be, they were amber;“almost yellow, like those of a
gray wolf. While they were not abnormal in any other way, | knew that the color was probably not
something he’d been born with. They were a frenzy mark, justilike Scott and Jason’s teeth.

Madelynne rejoined us with a smile toward Logan. “l*hope you told her that she needed to set
boundaries.” When he nodded, she looked at me. “I don't think you ghouled him for a relationship
or anything like that, and he knows that. If you want tone or anything with him then tell him, but
if there isn’'t a chance he also needs to know that-before things get out of hand and something
bad happens. It could end up where 'hée\leaves you‘and you won’t even have him as a friend or
worse yet you have to tell him to gos, This has to be taken care of immediately.”

“I know it does,” | agreed.“I'mnot sure how to do it. | don’t really want that kind of a
relationship with him, my life.is too complicated already, but | don’t want to lose him either.”

“Tell him that exactlyj? shé suggested. When Logan moved off to talk to one of his friends
who had come in, she leaned close to me. “Have you decided what you're going to do about Scott
and Jason?”

I shook my head: “I'm-going to meet Jason in Flint in a few days. I’'m going to tell him about
Scott and ask him~to come)to Detroit.”

“Do you think helll'come?”

“l don’'t knows I'don’t know if 1 would if I were him,” | admitted. “How do you think the pack is
going ‘tostake it ifshe does?”

She-shrugged. “It's hard to forget what Jason has said and done to us. He could have caused
more trouble than he did. I realize that you must have once loved him to marry him and he you,
but things have changed and you don’'t remember that, and those are hard memories to get
back,” she reminded me. “He hasn’t been to here to try and work on the trust issue with the pack
either, that might cause problems. We don’'t know what info he is trying to get from you, even if
you don’t know it and then reporting back to Ralph or someone else.”

“I know that, but we won’t know until we give him a chance to prove himself.” | looked down
at the table. “Christina did love him but you're right, things have changed. Regardless of how
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happy or unhappy | was with him, the slate is clean now and | need to find out what’s right for
me, not Christina Kline.”

“You do,” she said firmly. “Even if he were to come here, you need to make a decision. | don’t
know how Scott feels, but he seems to like you a great deal. You know that | would side with him
because he’s part of the pack, but even if he wasn't, it's unfair to both men to carry on like this.
Scott knows all about it but Jason doesn’t. What do you think he’s going to do when he finds out?
He didn’t like you being here to begin with. Is he going to act out against Scott or the pack and
cause harm to someone, even you?” She shook her head. “Make a choice one or the other, or
even be alone for a while to think things through, but you have to choose.”

“You're bringing up a lot of things about Jason that | didn’t think of,” I said in a low voice. |
didn’t like to think that Jason would be capable of wreaking vengeance on the pack becatse of
my choices. “I haven’t been talking to him about the pack really, except to say that.everyone is
fine.”

I looked toward the pool table where Logan was now talking with Scott and, Heward. “I know
it's not fair to either of them, and it's even more unfair to Jason because he doesn’t know about
me and Scott. | don’t want to put the pack in danger.” | hated thinking that was a possibility, but
I had to admit that Madelynne was right.

“Maybe time out would be a good idea,” she suggested, “or just spend time with Scott and see
what happens. If you can’'t get Jason out of your mind then maybe, you should think about seeing
him. I really don’t know the right answer, just suggestions. And~'m not sure | would do if | were
in your shoes.”

My shoes weren't exactly where | wanted to be these nights, especially when Frasier came to
me later to ask me for more vitae. It hadn’t been that<ong since his last feeding, and | was pretty
sure he was wasting what | gave him just so that hecould feed more often.

“Look, | can’t afford to give you blood\this often,” I told him firmly. “If you can’t control how
you use the blood, maybe you should,do without+it for a while.” At his hurt puppy look, | added,
“Don’t pout at me, Frasier. If youeep usingwour blood when you don’t need to, you might not
have it the one time you do. A dont think.either one of us would like it if I had to rescue you
again.”

“I understand,” he saidhin“a low,voice, almost making me feel sorry enough for him to feed
him anyway. Almost.

| decided to change the subject instead. “Emily has brought it to my attention that you've
been sleeping with\her.”

He looked at'me in surprise but said nothing.
“Dan’t expect too. much from her,” I warned him. “I've been told she’s quite the seductress.”

“Why, start worrying about me now?” he demanded with a shrug. “I need something to keep
me busy whifeyyou're off with Jason, or talking to Jason, or writing Jason.” His voice had begun
on a flatstone and gotten sarcastic very quickly.

| raised a chastening eyebrow in his direction. “What | chose to do or not do with Jason is my
business, Frasier, not yours,” | said calmly. “You belong to me and what you do is my business. If
you want something to keep you busy then ask, I'm sure we can find something to keep your
libido under control.” I could see by the look on his face that he didn’t like what | was saying, but
I refused to hold back. “If you can’t control your sex drive, then fine, fuck Emily all you want, but
don’t say I didn’t warn you when she dumps you like yesterday’s news.”

“This isn’'t about Emily,” he replied in a flat emotionless tone. “This is about you hiring me to
do a job, to watch your back. You fucking poof off to Russia without me, then to here. And
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Jason...” He made a noise in the back of his throat that might have been a growl. “Do you know
what Jason and Brenda were planning on doing to get you back?” he demanded. “They were
gonna fucking stake you! And when | spoke up about your safety, | was told in no uncertain
terms that if I got in their way, they would kill me.”

By now he was talking so quickly that there was almost no pause between his words. “Then
they started talking about killing you if you wouldn’t come peacefully. You didn’t even think to ask
me about my opinion of you seeing Jason again. What did you expect me to do? Just sit here and
watch you fuck up your life? I tried the only thing I could think of. You don’t remember your old
life, and if 1 can get you to be with me, then I can protect you better.”

He was out of breath from his outburst, but for a moment | thought he was going to continue.
Finally he shook his head and looked down in frustration.

I had to walk away to hide the tears in my eyes. All these nights I'd worried about'what | was
going to do with Jason and it had never once occurred to me that Frasier might have,something
to say about it. “Frasier, | am so sorry,” | told him from the window. “You're right;’I"should have
talked to you about it. I know why I didn’t take Jason with me to Russia, butd have no idea why |
didn’t take you.”

| turned to see him watching me sadly. “And | know that sometimes‘l get so caught up in
protecting you and Petor that | forget about letting you take care of me’once in a while.” It was
hard to smile, but somehow I managed. “What do you think | should.do about Jason?”

He had only one question. “Do you still love him?”

| felt my smile fade away and couldn’t meet his eye. ‘hden't know,” | admitted softly. “I know
Christina loved him more than anything. | know | feel something for him, but I don’t know if it's
love.”

He stood up, and there was sympathy in his eyes.*I can't tell you what to do until you figure
that out,” he told me before turning and walking\out of the room.
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The Teoille aith Yansu

THERE'S NOTHING I CAN SAY
THAT'S EVER GONNA MAKF YOU CHANGFE YOUR MIND
3 Doors DowN - BEHIND THOSE EvEs

One Sunday evening in October the boys and | went to Flint to meet Jason for dinner. When |
suggested that he bring Sarah along as well he declined, stating that she had business elsewhere.

The meal went well enough, | suppose. Petor had some serious reservations about going to
begin with, but Jason, while not friendly, was not antagonistic either. Frasier, on the other hand,
was a problem. Of course, he’d been a problem for weeks now, becoming more and more
intrusive on both my personal space and my time with Scott.

I could tell that Jason didn't like the rift that had opened between Frasier and hiny, but my
ghoul didn't seem to want to solve the problem. Jason settled for talking about our_past, as if the
reminder of better days would rekindle Frasier’'s goodwill. In a way it backfired, ‘as“Frasier hadn’t
told me much of anything that Jason brought up. I made a mental note to chastise Frasier later,
and suggested to Jason that we get on with our date.

We left the restaurant in Jason’s rental car, driving through the city streets in search of
somewhere quiet that we could talk. We found a park where we got out and walked hand in hand
through the grass as we continued to talk about the memories thatrthad come back to me. We
discussed the various memories | had of Brenda, of Cormac,.and of Michael.

While we were talking a flash of memory ran across mysmind.

“Ah,” Nimaway responded. I could tell that she didmrt-understand, but she was too gracious to
question him further. “Is there anything else that I ean get for you?”

1 hid my smile from her with my hairand looked"down at the table, knowing that blood was
the only thing that would quench Jason’s hunger. At that thought, | made a nonchalant gesture
with my hand toward Jason, pretending to.studly my nails while baring my wrist to him.

Jason closed his hand on amiy.wrist and‘easually lowered it beneath the table. “My thanks,
milady,” he replied, still holdingmy wrist’ “but I have all that | need.”

1 suppressed a grin.and_remembered how much fun we used to have together. “I've missed
you,” | whispered affectionatelyy still looking at my plate.

“So your aim has-not impreved?” Jason asked me just as softly, amusement in his voice.

1 looked up.at him, confused by his words. Why did he turn aside every serious thing I said to
him? Perhaps he'really didn’t feel the way 1 felt, he certainly had never told me he did.

A groan-from Cormac where he sat across from Jason caught my attention. “Not at the table,”
he said quietly witlra hand on his forehead.

Jason smiled. “Would you rather we return to the way we were before?” he asked, amused.
He still heldumy hand, and I felt the coarse skin of his fingers caress my sensitive inner wrist.

“No, thank you,” Nina said firmly.

Everyone began eating, but still Jason did not release me. | picked up a fork with my left hand
and awkwardly began to eat. Even the small contact of my wrist in Jason’s grasp was heaven for
me, | wouldn’t pull away from it for something so trivial as food.

“I know that some of the memories are bad,” I told him when the memory had run its course.
“I know that-that my life wasn't all bad, but I've been remembering mostly intense circumstances,
and usually the most intense circumstances are bad ones.”
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“What else do you remember?” he asked.

I didn’t want to tell him about what I'd just remembered, not yet, not until | decided how I felt
about it, so I avoided looking at him as | replied. “I remember a dark street. | was looking for you
and crying.”

He stopped and turned until we were facing each other. When | saw his frown, | knew he
didn't know what night I was talking about. I wondered how many nights I'd spent looking for
him and crying.

“A dark street?” he asked. “Do you remember where?”

I shook my head and looked away. “l know there was someone else there and that | didn’t
want them to come close. There was a limo, and you—" My voice broke and | had to clear my
throat before starting again. “You were wearing some kind of cloak.”

He reacted as if he’d been physically struck. He put my hand on his chest and held‘it'there flat
against his body.

“l was crying because | couldn’t find you and you were so cold.” | looked wp*at’him through
the tears and anger that clouded my vision. “You didn’t trust me; you didnt‘want me to be
there.”

His free hand went around the back of my neck and he pulled me«forward until our foreheads
touched. “I didn’t want anyone then,” he said so quietly I almost didn’t hear his voice breaking.
“It's not that I didn’t trust you, honey, it was never a question ofithat or | wouldn’t have even
taken you to Europe with me in the first place.”

At the pain in his words my face crumpled and tears spilled from my eyes.

He pulled back and tilted my chin up until I looked.him in the eye. He wiped the tears from my
face and said softly, “I'd just lost everything that had, mattered to me with the exception of you
and even that was debatable. | felt worthless and+l thought all my value is an individual had left
with my faith. | didn’t want to subjectwou to that:”

“You didn’t lose me,” | whisperéd; my voice shaking so badly I couldn’t have raised it if I'd
tried. “You pushed me away. Fhe.only thing/l cared about was you, and you made me feel small
and weak and worthless.”

“Don’t you see that that's“what.l\had to do to ensure that you were safe?” he demanded with
an edge of desperation*tohis veice: “l couldn’t deal with what I'd become. How could I expect
you to?”

“You didn’'t trust me,” INreplied softly. “You didn’t trust me to love you. Brenda didn’t trust me
to take care of myself. Antonio didn’t trust me to know the truth about who my sire was. Michael
didn’t trust me to pick'my own friends. Cormac didn’t trust me with.... God, I don’t remember!” |
wanted-to scream‘infrustration at the black hole in my head, but I knew it wouldn’t do me any
good.(*What kind_of person was I if nobody trusted me, Jason? Why did any of you even bother
to come after me?”

“l can’t'speak for anyone but myself, honey, but you're right,” he replied in a low voice full of
regret. “I didn’t trust that you could accept me for what I'd become.” He took my face in his
hands and lifted my face until I was looking into his eyes once again. “But that was my problem,
not yours. It's my fault that we were apart for as long as we were.” His tone told me that he
regretted what had happened.

I reached up to touch his cheek. “And this time it's my fault. I'm so sorry, Jason. | just wanted
to protect you.”
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He gave me a bittersweet smile and mirrored my actions “It’s no one’s fault,” he assured me.
“I'm really trying to understand how you feel and I'm trying not to push too hard. We just have to
be patient. I love you and nothing will change that.”

“l don’t want to be patient!” I pulled back and walked a few steps away, hugging my stomach
and trying not to cry. “I'm tired of waiting for my memory to come back so | know what to do. |
just get little pieces and | don’t know what they mean.” | turned to look at him. “And I'm tired of
wondering if everything everyone tells me is a lie.”

“Do you doubt any of the things | have told you?” he asked softly, standing there with his
hands in his pocket, looking as handsome as ever.

“No, Jason, not everything,” | whispered. “I remember that we loved each other, | know
you're not lying about that.” | wanted to go to him, to lose myself in his arms and forget all the
darkness that had fallen between us, but | knew that as good as it would feel it wouldn't help in
the long run. | looked away and took a deep breath to gather my wits. “If you felt ¢hat you had to
force me back to Salem when you first came to Detroit, and Frasier tried to stop‘you, would you
have killed him?”

He looked at me for a long moment before answering. “If | thought his'\actions would have
hurt you in any way | would have disabled him enough so that he couldn’t/have stopped what we
needed to do.”

Before | could say anything to that he raised his hand to stop mev “Hear me out on this.
Frasier is your ghoul. That means that he will do what you want*him to, and that doesn’t always
mean it will be what's best for you. When you first disappeared we had no idea what happened,
hell, we still don’t know everything that went on that night, ‘For all we knew the pack were part of
the reason you disappeared. There were a lot of things said that night by all of us; me, Brenda,
Frasier. Getting you back safe was the major concern,and if Frasier had done anything to
jeopardize your safety | would have stopped him:You probably don’t want to hear that, but | had
to be prepared to do what | had to,dox”

His argument was a solid one,*put | couldn’t let it rest, not yet. | had to think about Petor’s
safety. Jason and the others from~Salem*had made it clear that they didn’t trust him. Though they
hadn’t accused him outright; hknew they-believed he was connected to Malcolm, that he’'d had
something to do with my\miemory.loss:

“What about Petor?* I"'demanded. “I know you think he had something to do with my
memory loss, but he.didn’'t. I"bave to know that you won’t hurt him.”

He turned away. “Peteris a part of your life now.” | could tell by his tone that he didn't like
that fact one bit;+l can't'do anything about that.”

“Wouldwou if yeutcould?” I knew he didn’t like Petor, but | had to be sure that he wouldn’t
hurt him\‘Look, ¥m“not asking you to like him, just that you not hurt him. | have to protect him,
Jason,even from+you.”

He Keptihis face turned away so | couldn’t see his eyes, or his expression. “l won't say that |
like the idea of having another man around taking up more of your time. | know that this is going
to sound like I'm jealous and maybe | am.” When he turned to look at me his expression was an
uncomfortable one. “I love you. Nothing is going to change that. Any hang ups | have I'm trying
to deal with and I am standing here right now with God as my witness and saying that | won't do
anything to hurt Petor.”

My eyes closed in relief and I couldn’t help but smile. “You have no reason to be jealous of
Petor. He and Frasier keep each other occupied, most of the time.” | took a step closer to him,
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wanting to be near him. “I'm sorry, | didn't mean to push you, but | had to know that they will be
safe with you, as safe as | am.”

“I would never do anything to hurt you.” He seemed awkward, as if he’d just laid a big part of
himself out for me to see and he wasn't sure how | would react, or how he should continue.

“Oh, Jason, | know that.” I moved close enough to lay a hand on his chest, to feel his muscles
move beneath his shirt. “Whatever happened before, what | remembered—I know that you
wouldn’t hurt me.” He put his hand on my cheek and when his eyes met mine | felt like I could
drown in their hazel depths. “I'm not so sure about the Tremere though,” I murmured, looking
away to try and break the hold he had on my senses.

“You're still Tremere, honey, like it or not,” he said with a smile. “It's a part of you no matter
what your memories tell you.”

“My memories don’t tell me much about clan, Jason,” | reminded him. “And its nat\like they’'ve
been hot to have me back, now is it? Must not be a big loss.”

He shook his head and dropped his hand to my shoulder. “It’'s only been a_few-weeks. Believe
me; they’ll be on your doorstep sooner than you think.”

I didn't like the idea, but I didn’'t want to talk about the clan any more» “l wish things were
different,” I admitted softly, looking off into the dark city streets that bounded the park. “I really
fucked everything up didn’t I? Going after Malcolm, | mean.”

“Does it really matter?” he asked softly. “What’s important is‘that we found each other and
that we are attempting to put our lives together again.”

| stopped and turned to look at him. “I don't know that\l’d be half as forgiving.”

“The time that we spent apart after my embrace was-a living hell.” He put a hand on my waist

and took a step closer. “I'm not perfect and don’t prafess to be. I have my limits, too, but when it
comes to you I'm willing to do whatever] need to-se that we can be together.”

“Since you say that... what do you think about coming to Detroit for a few days?” | paused for
a moment, then said quickly. “There’s a hotel not far away from the pub and you could get to
know the pack better, work on-Quilding_ trust between you. | know it's a lot to ask, but—" | forced
myself to stop babbling and. wait for his reaction.

He seemed surprised.\“De’ they.still'have a problem with me?”

“It's just that they don't knew you,” | said firmly, hoping | was right. “I'm sure once they do
everything will be fine.”

He studied my face for.a long moment. “I'll do whatever | have to in order to prove myself to
you, but to.be honest right now I'm really uncomfortable about spending time in Detroit.” He
hesitated a moment,then added quickly, “It's not you. I'm leery of the Kindred in town after what
happened when we_were there.”

I\couldn't-help”but be disappointed, but I did my best to hide it. Of course in a way | was
relieved since.l knew | couldn’t have let Jason come back to Detroit without telling him the truth
of my relationship with Scott. “I understand.”

He thought for a moment, then offered, “Tell you what, why don’t we try a weekend and see
what happens?”

I couldn’t believe he was serious. “Really?
“Really,” he replied, trying to pull me into his embrace.

I put a hand on his chest to keep some distance between us. If he took me into his arms I'd
forget all about telling him the truth. | pulled away and started walking, peeking at him through
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my hair. “Since we’re being honest, | have something | have to tell you before you come to
Detroit.”

He stopped and looked at me. “What?”

I knew | had to just say it. No matter what way | told him, it was going to hurt like hell. 1
turned to look him in the eye. “I've been dating Scott.”

He dropped my hand stepped back, his eyes flashing. As he looked away | could see the effort
it was taking to control his temper. “You're what?” he gasped, his hands clenching and
unclenching at his side.

I hated knowing that I'd upset him like this, but there was no help for it. “I've been dating
Scott.”

“So, what,” he asked harshly, “on the six nights of the week that | don’t see you, yeusshack up
with him in some room above the bar?”

The contempt in his voice made my blood boil. “It's not like that.”
He stopped pacing and glared at me. “It's not like what?”

“It's not like | spend every free minute in Scott’'s bed.” The minute the«words were out of my
mouth | wanted them back.

“Oh, but there have been moments,” he drawled harshly, his face hard as stone in the cold
moonlight.

I met his eye as calmly as | could. “Do you want the truth,(rdo you want me to lie?”

He quickly strode a few feet away and drove his fist into'a tree trunk. I could hear the sound
of bones breaking, and the scent of blood filled the air. I'called his name and took a step toward
him before I could stop myself. He wouldn't welcome my touch right now, not when the wound
my words had caused was still so fresh.

I watched him walk around for a few minutesy.nursing his hand and cursing under his breath.
“Why—?" he said at last, and then stopped as if.reconsidering what he was going to say. He
paced for a moment longer, holding*his,bleeding hand against his chest, before turning to me
once more. “So giving you space, means lshould be okay with this?”

“I never said you'd be okay withthis,” I denied hotly. I'd known he wouldn’t like me sleeping
with another man, butel.couldn’t.say*l’d anticipated this type of reaction.

“I'm glad you at least'thought/that much,” he growled. “Has this been from the beginning or
did you start fucking him afterwe found you?”

Jason wasp't ene to swear, and his profanity hurt me as much as anything else he’d said.
What could I tell him-but the truth? “I did not remember you when we got together.”

“So-have“you been with him in the time that we’ve been together again?” he demanded. When
I turned away without answering, he shook his head and began moving in a wide circle around
me toward the,car. “Then why do you want me to come to Detroit? It sounds like you want to
have your.cake and eat it to.” He was rubbing his hand, and I could see that he had finally healed
it, although it was still covered in blood.

“Look, I'm just trying to find out where | belong, okay?” | shot back angrily. “I remember what
it was like to love you, Jason, but I don't know if | feel that anymore. | know that being with you
makes me feel something I don’t feel anywhere else and | know I should give that a chance to
turn back into love.”

“But you want to have a back up plan,” he bit out.

“Is Sarah your back up plan?” | retorted. I knew there was more to his ghoul than he claimed,
especially since he didn’'t seem to want me anywhere near her.
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“l told you what Sarah was,” he growled. “Don’t bring that into this. Don't try to discolor this
issue by trying to paint me the enemy, because I'm not.”

I met his angry gaze without flinching. “Neither am 1.”

“I will not come to Detroit for any amount of time if you're involved with him,” he announced
with a brutal movement of his bloody hand.

Though his ultimatum was a far cry from his claim earlier that he’d do anything to win my
trust, I couldn’t really blame him for the change of heart. Regardless, living with the pack I would
always be ‘involved’ with Scott, whether or not | was sleeping with him. “And if I'm not?”

“Then | guess we have one more issue that we have to work on,” he replied, “and that would
be trust.”

I couldn’t help the roll of my eyes. He didn’t understand where | was coming from,-and he
wasn'’t even trying to understand. “This whole thing is about trust.”

“Yeah, whether you can trust me,” he agreed roughly. “Now | have to wonder ifJ'can trust
you.”

“Doesn’t feel very good, does it?” | demanded harshly. “Hell, 1 don't even.,know if I can trust
me.” Hugging myself | turned and walked a few feet away to put some distance between us.
“This whole relationship thing is easier for you, you have your memories,” | told him. “I get more
confused with every memory | get back. And | keep thinking that you den’'t want to be with me,
with who I am now, you just want Christina Kline back.”

“And do you blame me?” he raged. “Don’t give me this poar-little-hurt-me, Chr-Tina. | love
you, and that's never going to change. But when we said.those words in Austria they meant
something to me, and | can guarantee to you right now:that if I lost my memory tomorrow, and
found out that |1 was married, |1 would not be involved with anybody else. Maybe that's just me.”
His tone, his look, his attitude, everything about him was harsh and unforgiving.

I wasn't feeling too forgiving myself:\He still'tatked as if | should behave like his wife, like
Christina would have behaved. He feally didn't,get it, and | was beginning to think he never
would. “And maybe you don’'t knew-what‘you're talking about,” I shot back.

“Maybe I don't, but I know what's-invmy heart,” he declared. “And | guess maybe | made the
mistake of thinking I knew what was in"yours.”

“How can you whenildon’'t?? kexclaimed. “I don’'t know how | felt except for little pieces that
don’t mean a whole.lot. You ¢an-never know what this is like.”

“You know, you're right,” he conceded. “l might never know what it’s like to lose my memory,
but let me tellyou whatl.do know. | know what it was like to be away from you for two years
because | was trying to deal with what | was, and | also know that in that two year period, you
went onwwith yourife. You had Luke.”

I, didn't understand why he was bringing up something his wife had done in another lifetime. If
he hadn’t forgiven Christina for sleeping with another man, why the hell had he married her? “I
can't answer for things | don’t remember,” | said reasonably. “I don’t even remember Luke, or
anything that happened with him, but | do remember you leaving me. You didn’t seem to care
very much what I did or who I did it with.”

“l left you because | didn’t think you’d want me as | was,” he replied coldly.

“Then you know exactly how | feel,” | shot back, because here we were, arguing about him
not wanting me as | was.

“You're wrong,” he declared, “I left you because | loved you, | never questioned my love for
you.”
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“That’'s a good reason to leave,” | drawled sarcastically.
“Maybe not,” he conceded, “but I left to spare you hating me for what | was.”
This really wasn’t that much different, no matter what he thought. “Like you hate me now.”

“l don’t hate you,” he denied, “but your actions have made it really hard for me to take the
next step.”

Before I could ask what the next step was, a police car drove by the park slowly. It occurred
to me that we’d been yelling, and that someone had probably called them to stop the noise and
see what the problem was. | heard Jason curse under his breath and | knew we couldn’t stay
there.

“Obviously this isn’t the place for this,” I muttered. “I'm not sure there is a place for this.”

In the darkness | saw Jason put his hand in his pocket to hide the blood. “Let’s get-out of
here,” he barked.

Frankly, with his anger I'd almost expected him to leave me there. We rode liack“to the hotel
with only the sounds of the road to fill the silence between us. His hands were“clenched on the
wheel, and there was a tense look on his face I didn’t remember seeing before: | wanted to
apologize, but I didn’t really know if I was sorry. | did know that anything’l ‘said would only make
things worse.

Jason parked the car and killed the engine, but still we sat therenin silence. He clenched and
unclenched the hand he’d hurt earlier as if working the kinks out ef it. At last | could take the
silence no longer.

“This isn’t exactly how I wanted the evening to end,” k. murmured.

“The night’s still young,” he shot back scornfully. “km sure you could make it back to Detroit in
time to have a little fun.”

For a moment | wanted to scream,.tosslap him for saying those words that bored holes
through my heart. | knew he was.hurting, but ™l didn’t understand why he had to say such a
hateful thing. | hoped it was just his.pain talking, but I knew in my heart that things would never
be the same between us. If this\were the\Jast time we saw each other, it was time for apologies.

“1 know this probably deesn’t'mean janything to you right now,” I said softly, “but I'm sorry |
hurt you.”

“And that's supposed‘to make,everything okay?” he asked in a low voice that was so full of
pain that | wanted-to-cry.

“I never said'that.” l'd\never meant to hurt him, not really. | just wanted to be accepted for
who | wasScatt did thatfor me. Jason obviously never would.

“What de-you expect me to do?” he demanded.

“I honestly don‘t know,” | told him. “I just know that | couldn’t have let you come to Detroit
without knowing. Would you rather that I'd let you come and found out when you got there?”

“I would-rather that you could have taken at least one thing at face value and realize that the
vows we took meant something,” he stated coldly.

We. That would have been him and Christina. “Maybe if | remembered more they would,” |
shot back. I didn't remember the vows they had taken, might never remember them. “Maybe they
didn’'t mean to me what they mean to you.” They certainly hadn't meant anything when I'd slept
with Scott, and at the moment they didn’t mean very much at all.

When | got out of the car, he did too. “I meant what | said, Christina,” he warned me. “I will
not come to Detroit as long as you're involved with him.” With that he turned and started walking
toward the hotel.
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“You never answered my question,” | called after him. “Would you come if | wasn’t?”

He stopped and tossed his head back without turning, then said with a sigh, “I already said |
would.” Without a final look in my direction, he made his way toward the hotel entrance.

As | watched him go | whispered his name, mourning all that we'd once had or might have
had if Christina had not felt the need to save her enemy.

Page 65 of 123 © Cathy McQuillin Tina: Choices



B lrvicen

IT's HARD TO SAY
IT's TIME TO SAY IT

GOODBYE
NICKELBACK - [DHOTOGRAPDH

I couldn’t regret telling Jason the truth. While | didn’t necessarily like the way he’d handled it,
I'd had no defense against his anger. The countess’ ritual had proved beyond a shadow of a
doubt that I had once been the Christina who had married Jason Kline, and in a perfect reality,
she wouldn’t be sleeping with anyone else. The problem was that reality wasn't perfect.

Scott gave me the acceptance | needed so desperately. The only thing he asked of-me was
that I be myself. How could I turn away from that? And if even | wanted to leave Scott;“1 had no
intention of leaving the pack. If Jason did come to Detroit, there would always be-the memory of
my affair with Scott standing between us.

| turned and walked away from the hotel, away from the man I could remember loving more
than life itself. A part of me wished that | still loved Jason, wished that I-had left with him when
he had gone with Brenda. A bigger part of me was glad things were over:-“The argument we’d just
had proved to me that he could never accept me for who | was now, never love me for who |
was. He'd always love his wife, and | wasn’t her any more, not really-

Despite his claim that if he'd lost his memory he would have_held to his vows, Jason would
never understand what it was for me without my memories. ‘He wasn’t even trying to understand
how I felt. Cormac was the only one who knew what | wasvgoing through, but even that was little
comfort.

A quick phone call to Petor from the_dining roem, of a nearby McDonalds brought the boys
back from wherever they’'d been headed. 1 sawsthe Mustang pull into the parking lot and went out
to meet them. Frasier got out with.awary look around and asked me what was wrong, but I
ignored him to climb into the bagk'seat.“Let's go home, Petor,” | told him. Within minutes we
were on the expressway headed)back to Detroit.

“Tina, what's wrong?% Frasier demanded irritably. From the tone of his voice, it wasn't the first
time he’d asked.

“Nothing,” | said firmly, unwilling to admit how deeply | was hurting. “Jason and | had a
little... disagreement, that's all.”

“Bullshit,” e, shot back:

I knew!l shouldnitdet him talk to me like that, but my nerves were pretty well frayed and | let
it pass—Besides, he“was right. “Okay, so it was a big disagreement,” | admitted. “No big deal.”

“Bullshit,” Petor replied from behind the wheel. | looked up to see him watching me in the rear
view mirror,'a worried look in his eye.

Frasier,smirked at Petor’s response, but when he looked back at me his face was serious. The
look in his eye told me that the prerequisite lies were over, that it was time for me to tell him the
truth.

I turned back to the window, wondering what to say to them. In the end, I kept it simple. “I
told him about Scott. He didn't like it.”

“Do you care?” Frasier demanded.
“Do 1?” | hadn't realized I'd spoken aloud until Frasier responded.
“Yes, do you?”
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“Doesn’t really matter, does it?” | growled. “It's done.” My tone must have warned them that |
didn’t want to talk about it. We rode in silence back to Detroit.

As the miles past | told myself that | probably should break things off with Scott, at least until
I knew where my head was at. If my memory ever came back, I might well hate myself for
having driven Jason away. Even if | never remembered Christina’s life completely, | didn’t want to
be in a relationship just because | was afraid to be alone.

I went right up to my room when we got back to the pub without talking to anyone. | paced
for a little while, trying to make my mind up about what I should do. It occurred to me that | was
sick of doing what I ‘should’ do. | was almost relieved when Madelynne came up to talk to me.

“What happened?” she demanded. “The boys said something about a disagreement with you
and Jason, seems like it's more than that.”

I tried to smile. “Well, maybe it was a big disagreement.”

“It must be for you to just walk in then come right up here without even saying-hello to
anyone,” she drawled.

I ran a hand through my hair. “I'm sorry, | just—it wasn't a good night.. 4\m.sorry.”

“So are you going to tell me what happened or what?” she asked as ghe*walked across the
room to sit down on the edge of the bed.

“Well it started out pretty good,” | told her as | started to pace.once 'more. “We were talking
about stuff, and getting some things clear between us, Petor’s safety, and him maybe coming to
Detroit for a weekend. Then it went to hell.”

“And...?” she prompted.

It wasn'’t that | was afraid to tell her, exactly. Maybe\l*'was ashamed. Still, I owed her a lot,
least of all the truth, especially about this. “I told him,that Scott and | were dating.”

“l guess that he did not like it,” she/murmuted.

“He really didn't like it,” | agreed. “He hit-a trée and was bleeding—" My voice broke at the
memory, and it was a moment hefore |.could-continue. “I mean | know he had a right to be
upset, you know? But he didn’'t even try te understand where | was coming from.”

“What did you expect,him,to do?*she demanded. “I mean not to side with him or anything,
because | would muchetather see’you with Scott, but would you have taken it well if the situation
was turned?” She hesitated as(if’she didn’'t want to say more, but in the end she did. “If he really
loves you and wantsto make'it work he will think about it and realize his reaction was out of line
and call you to apologize:*

“He might,” J'sighed, not sure if that was what I really wanted. “I knew he was going to be
upset, andhe’has every right to be. If I was in his shoes, I'd be pissed. I've known it all along,
you know? | know, here,” | said, pointing to my temple, “that | shouldn’t be sleeping with Scott,
but here,”’l pointed to my heart, “I just don’t know.”

“Is that*how you feel about Jason too?” she asked.

“Jason‘pisses me off,” I all but growled. “All he can talk about is his precious Christina.” It was
all I could do not to spit at the name. “It’s like he wants to erase from my being every second I've
been here and push me into the plastic mold that was his wife.”

“Then maybe the best thing to do for now is to move on with your life here and forget about
him, at least for a while,” she suggested with a sly smile. “Maybe see where your relationship with
Scott is going. You never know, it could be all you ever wanted and more.”
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“Maybe,” I admitted as | sat down on the bed next to her. Talking about Jason made me sad
as well as angry. “He agreed to come here, before | told him about Scott. Even after we argued
he said that he would still come if | stopped seeing Scott.”

“What do you really want to do?” she demanded. “Think about it just for a minute. Will Jason
let you be yourself as you are now or just demand you be the ‘cookie cutter wife'? What kind of
life do you want to lead?”

| looked away from her fierce eyes and stared at my hands for a long time. I didn’t want to be
just Jason’s wife or Brenda’s sister. | might have been happy in that life once, but I couldn’t
picture myself living it now. If I left Scott, would | be forced back into the not so loving arms of
the Tremere or would | be on my own? “I don’'t want to go back there, Madelynne,” | whispered.
“I don’t want to be Christina Kline.”

“Then the decision is made,” she announced. “You are Tina Andrews, member of oun pack and
adopted member of the Gangrel clan, Scott’s girlfriend and my friend.” When she put,her arm
around my shoulders, it all sounded so simple.

| realized abruptly that fear of being alone wasn’'t why | was with Scott. Yesbeing with Scott
did make me feel more like part of the family that was the pack, but that wasn’'t why | didn’t want
to leave him. He made me feel safe, something Jason had never done..Scott had been more of a
lover to me than Jason, more of a friend. It wasn’'t a bad beginning, net'really.

Feeling better than | had in weeks, | smiled and leaned against\her strength. “I'm glad you
found me,” | told her. “I'm glad Chaos sent me here, no matter what his reasons were.” Sitting
there beside her I felt more resolve to be myself than I'd everfelt before. “I am Tina Andrews.”

“Glad you feel that way,” she said with a grin. “I won'tiet you change your mind now, you
know that?”

| felt my smile start to fade. “I hope | won't have to make you hold me to it if | get more of
her memories back.”

“Why do you say that?” she asked"softly.

“What if it all comes back semeday?’\, replied, shaking my head. “What if Christina liked
being like that?”

“Then we deal with thatwhen the'time comes,” she assured me. “By then you will have
moved on with your lifechere andwon’t even want to go back to that kind of life.”

“I hope you're right,” | agteed slowly. “I hate thinking that even a part of me liked being the
Tremere clone.”

“Let’s nat worry about. that until it even happens, if it does. Now what do you think about
talking to Scott about-all this?” she suggested.

“I knew | should,” | said with a nod. “He’ll probably appreciate knowing I'm not seeing Jason
any'maore.”

Scott didn’t’come back to the pub that night, but I really hadn’t expected him to. In the half
hour before dawn I pulled the small wooden jewelry box from the bottom drawer and opened it,
looking for a moment at the pieces of Christina’s life that it held. | wondered if I'd ever regret the
choice I'd made tonight. In the end it didn’t matter. | had to live for me now, not for a woman
whose life I might never remember.

Sorting through the necklaces | was wearing took longer than removing the wedding rings
from their chains. | looked at the rings for a long minute, remembering how it felt to be with
Jason, to touch him, to make love with him. A part of me wanted to feel that way again, but |
knew if I gave in to what he wanted now, I'd be giving over a part of myself.
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While | knew it wasn't fair to ask Jason to share his wife with another man, | wasn't his wife
any more. Christina Kline had died somewhere in Russia saving the man that was both her enemy
and her friend. She was mourned by her husband and family, but it was time for me to stop
pretending that | mourned her, that | wanted her life to be mine.

I laid the rings gently in the box and closed the Iid.
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WHY IS IT NEVER ENOUGH

No MATTER WHAT I DO
THe MoNKEEeS - NEVER ENOUGH

1 heard an agonized scream and spun toward the church. | gasped to see Jason bound to the
altar by glowing bands of blue light, his face a mask of pain. As | watched, light wrapped around
Jason’s body and he arched in a paroxysm of torment and his mouth opened in a soundless
scream.

I woke with a start, sitting up in the darkness and wondering with no little panic where the
hell I was. A moment later | realized that | was home, and safe, and alone. | did my best,to shake
off the remnant of the nightmare | was near certain had been a memory and got dressed.

Madelynne had been introducing me to people she thought might help me out with the
protection agency, and finally our efforts seemed to be making progress. She hooked me up with
a financial advisor that she’'d been talking quite a bit too and | managed to,get.a loan with a
decent interest rate.

We wanted to find a building somewhere near the pub for the agency’s home, something with
an open floor plan, and bay doors so that Petor could work on the ‘company vehicles. We hoped
that we would have room for some office space as well and perhaps living space on a second
floor.

I couldn’t think of a name for the agency right off, but 'krasier came up with something that
everyone seemed to like. Though I was still reluctant to:use Christina’s name, | agreed to his
suggestion only because it used her maiden name. Besides, ‘Strong Security Agency’ had a nice
ring to it.

Scott came in on his way to work ene night when I'd just gotten off the phone with a real
estate agent. The boys were already~at work se1 asked if he had time to check out a building
with me that wasn’'t too far away.

As usual, he didn’'t mention anything-about Jason or ask about how my date had gone, but |
thought this once | needed\to bring'it'up while we were on the ride over. “I thought you'd like to
know that | won't be seeing Jason again.”

He glanced over.at me insurprise. “Why?”

“Because wechad an argument,” | replied with a shrug. When he gave me an expectant look, I
added, “About things.” He didn’t say anything, just kept looking at me. “About you,” | said at last.
“We didn’t see things.eye to eye, and | won't be seeing him again.” | pulled into the parking lot of
the building we were supposed to look at. “This is it.” The realtor was waiting for us so for the
moment,the topic_was dropped.

The-building was a little bigger than | had expected, with four floors, all mostly empty. The
main floor had an area we could remodel into offices, and enough bay doors to keep Petor happy.
It sat alone on a block of land surrounded by a high security fence and an ample parking lot.
While it wasn’t the classiest place, | thought it would most work for our needs. Just to be sure |
made an appointment for the boys to meet the realtor the next day in case | had missed
something we needed.

While Scott didn’t bring up my argument with Jason, he did seem happy about my decision
and we began spending a lot more time together. Over the next few weeks he asked me to stay
with him a lot more often, or stayed with me at the pub.
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Madelynne seemed interested in boosting her status, so we began frequenting some of the
local Kindred establishments. I'd been to Jimi's the night | came to Detroit, and the Sanctuary a
few nights later, but there was also the Zombie Zoo, a coffee house and several Ventrue
restaurants that Kindred liked to frequent. Places | knew were Tremere | opted to stay away from
as much as possible. While they didn’'t seem to show any interest in me, | didn’t want to push the
issue.

Madelynne’s sire, Patrick, showed up at the pub a few times to make an ass of himself. If
Madelynne wasn't at the pub, he left easily. Rumor had it that he had fallen in with Ralph right
after coming to town, and claimed he was relocating. No one but the pack seemed to know he
was Madelynne’s sire, or at least no one was saying anything if they did know.

| talked to Cormac a few times on the phone. He assured me that the Verbena magic’had
stabilized, but he had no idea if anyone had seen the Trimuritive. My conversations with
Christina’s brother tended to make Scott nervous. He seemed worried that someone_from her life
would come back and try to make me go back, although Cormac never mentioned-anything of the
sort.

Not even Antonio brought up the idea of me returning to Christina’s life; although he
continued to call me by her name in the letters Andrea brought me.
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Ocrorim 16, 2000
Mk Dianest Crmastins,

Vow WoNstmroL IT WAS TO WIEM FROY YOO, L &M SO SOWRY, BOT IT
TOOE ME LONGER THRS L 1D0ULY WAL LIFLD TO MESTOND TO YOO LETTER
BOT TRESIING BOSINESS HWEIML AT THL C%ﬁﬂ'ﬁ FOMLEY ML TO POT IT OFF
ONTIL N0, TOO FNOW WOW POLITICS (8N BE BT TIMs.

FJQE?T{T_G ALLYLD TO Wt My MIND 8% 8t BY INFOm TG ML THAT YOO
LOOELD WLLL Qvmd SHE DELIVERED My LLTTIM TO yvOuU, q}f}c:- MOT TRELD THAT
STATLMENT TO BELIGWL THAT L SENT HET TO S¥ O0 YOU, WOMIVER. L wes
TELLIG THE T TH In Mr LETILT WOWY -I SIMT WM WITH IT, BOT IT
(BSED ML TO ¥RNOD THAT YOO WOLTRL OLéy PHYSICELLY,

T o SMOCETD TO LEAMN THET YOO THINE YOO VAL DISEPPOIATID ML 10
GadY LAY, My DLAM, T a1 UL THRT SOML MAY SAY THAT .I LeCE TWL SkEILLS
RLCLSSAEMY TO BL AN LFFLOTIVE SITL ARD -I B ROT ONROATL TYAT .I HEL
GLLODED ALL OF My CHILDER 6 BIT MOME LLLWAT THAN L SHOULD wawp. L
SOPPOSE IT WES OUT OF LOVE THAT L ALLOWLD IT AdD MVET RECONSIDEMED
MY STANDING WOVEN GRYONE GOLSTIONTD ML §BOOT IT.

FAs yoo tnow, MIgwstl @8s My FIRST CHILDE &9 65 L &Y SORL YOu
LN TMAGING, L COULD NOT ¥AVE CONTROLLED WIM fEM IF L Thutd, Yt
WRS LIEE YOO 30 SO MANY W&YS. TO0 BOTH OERL LIFL SIULS, CRAVING
ERORLIDGE TASTEM THAR L COULD TIACH YOO, LT STIL &MAZES ML WOW
YOO MET GUETY CHELLENGE WEED 00 89D NI ALCLPTED WALT R ARSWET,
Do ROT CHENGE 0 THAT REGETD.

No Crmistivg, voo WAUL NOT DISAPPOINTED ML T0 ROT OAY. 18 PECT
T & tRTREMILY PROGD OF THE AT YOO HAVE BEALT WOITH THE THINGS THET
LISE WES TWROWM 6T YOou. 00 8D DDTRENDA GRE THE (LOSIST THING TO
DROGHTEIRS THAT L WILL IR WAV THERE 35 NO REED TO THRSE ML FOR
MTTHING, L ONDETSTEND THET THIME WAUL BEEN THINGS IO THL P8ST THAT
vou FILT TOO LD TO 9O, 'I MEY MOT HAVE BCTELD WOITH TVARYTHISG
BOT THLY WOIRE YOUT CHOKES TO MAEL, NOT MINT, L WAVL NO RIGHT TO
Tt o0,

T woold LIEE 7O TAEL & MOMINT MO0 TO GIDMESS THE MIMOMILS YOO
SPORL OF CONCIMAING OO PAST TOGETHER. TLS, WL DIP FIGLWT EBOOT TH
Brooy Wate, T wiL mot sty IT 20T OIL L AP0L0GIZE FOTM My LECK
OF TILLING YOO EROUT THL MITURL SOONIR. L WAD PECIDED LERLY ON
GFTIR L GDOVTED YOO THAT YOO OIML NOT MIAMY FOR WOHET THL 1DL00D
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WeLe wouly TiLL You. L WENTED YOO TO WL THE TIME TO E9TOST TO
WHAT YOO OLME AND TO BECOME COMFOMTERLE I8 YOOR OWR SEIN BLATN,
THaT 15 ROT TO sor THAT L MIVER INTENIL TO Till YOO BBOLT THL
MITOAL. e FACT L WANTID TO BL THL ONL TO DO IT TOR YOO. VLEASE
ORDIRSTAND THAT L DID NOT MBS TO WORT YOO T AYYDEY BY NOT S
PTG THL INFOTMATION WITH vOuo 7O BLGIE WITH, ?i’nﬁn?'s I RS
TOST BEING SELFISH, THERE PAS ROT BEEN O NIGHT THAT HAS GONL BY THOT
T 00’7 IS THT L wiD BLLO THE ONE TO EMERACE YOO,

THe MIMORIES YOO FAVE OF BLING T & CELL STEMS FPROM THRE TIML YOQ
DETE LIINAPRED BY THL FORMET PRINCL OF Saltf.  Twe LaTt LLIz8RETH
BATHORT THOOGHT THET SHL Could Pimsosnt [MIICHAtL 699 ML INTO
METRIVING SOMLTHING FOR WIR ASD THE MIMOMY YOO WAJL IS OF Mi
ETTLMPTING TO 0T LIVE YOO MEGNT ROTHING TO Mi. LT IS OBt OF THt
VATDEST THINGS L HAUEL EET DORE. LT IS OF NG CONSLOULNCT MO,
THOOGH, BS THE WOMER MET FINEL DIATY YIEMS 8GO,

As T vevr setd BEromi, L ONIURSTHND YOO NLED TO FLEL SAFL 49 IF
STAYING B DETROIT MOKES YOO TLEL SOFL THER By BLL MEGOS STAY THERE
SOM NOW. (O THE OTHIM ¥eMD, IF YOU fUET WANT TO JISIT WEME TOST
LT ML FROR 699 L DILL ARTENGL 1T, HCRE IS NO PRESSORLY IT IS
TOST B2 OPLY IWITATION.

As sam 65 FINDING THIS CHILDL YOU HAVE MEDE L WILL DO AT L CoR
1O LOCATE WIM. L CANNOT PROMISE THAT L OILL LEAMA BNYTHING BECRUSE
RossIa Cas BE & VERY ¥ERD FLALEL TO IXTRECT INFOMMHTION FROM BOT
I WILL TIY.

T meeneT THAT L MOST CLOSE FOR NOW. L HBYE TO ADMIT THET L
FIOD THE TROHENGE THWAIT DL TIND CURSILUES TWOLJED I Is BECOMTNG
E6SIER TO CORE WITH. UJRITIOL ROTHIM THRY SPIALISG GIVES OME THE
ERILITY TO THINE EBOLT LSHAT THIY FME GOIM TO By BLFORE THIY <oy
17, L BM ROT SRTING THAT L &7 vOLDING BACE BT INFOTUMTION FROM
YOO, BLT THIS 6T GIVES ML Tt OYPOMTOMITY TO BL SOML TWAT I e
NOT OFFEND YOO WDITH THE WY L SAY THINGS,

T uOPE TO WIAR FTOM 10O SOOR. LELL ML IF YOO RLLD ANYTHING.
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I found his letter quite interesting, although I didn’t quite believe his story about my time in
the cell. Somehow I thought there was a lot more to the situation than he was telling me, but
short of calling him or initiating a mind link, I'd never be sure.

Shortly after Andrea left with my letter, Cormac called to say that he was coming into town on
Tuesday with Brenda. They wanted to talk to me about memory issues and while | wasn’'t as sure
as I'd once been that | wanted to remember everything, | agreed to meet with them. Madelynne
had no problem with them coming to the pub as long as they behaved themselves.

1 got out of the car and watched Cormac jump out of the back seat. His right foot landed
softly on the trunk of the Mustang, but he wiped the mark off gently before | could say anything.

Since he was so anxious I let Cormac lead the way toward the alley. | stayed about five feet
back and kept an eye on the surrounding area. 1 saw nothing, but extended inch long claws on
my left hand just in case the Kindred was good at hiding. | kept the hand close to my.thigh.

There were two letters waiting for me when | woke the night Brenda and Cormac)were to
visit. One was from Brenda herself, and the other from Lena Stockton. After sending Frasier to the
airport to pick up our visitors, I sat down at the bar to read the letters. | opened the one from
Lena first.

Oetober 72, 2000

Dear Christing

/ kape Chat Uk letler finde 0 safe and éo;eﬁ@ kagpy. This is pﬁwﬁaﬁj@ one of
Lhe strangest aﬂrmﬁaréww that ( kave ever had the M?ffws‘ma af Wriling. How
does one address a person who is like a member of the famity o Uhem when that person
doesy ¢ remember mft&i? aboal you 7

/ have tabked with Jason and ke has ol me af the ritual your Sister and e
athers performed ix hapes of gaining back some of your memories, [ hape That af¥ is
develiping for the good ix that department but rest assuwred that Jason has already
;kp‘?ym&a’ we Lhat hose memories with not irebude Mfffifjga ‘2{ our ﬁé’é&bﬁéﬁ. / have
Yo adnit that /¢ saddened me o hear of This bul what efse couldl have happened 7 [
anderstard that you are probably beip irandated with a great deal of information at
Chis ,mk&‘ and dow ¢ need to add Mﬁfé”:;‘? exlra on wp af what yoa are aﬁ*&aa;@
&?mﬁémzigy,

[ dox ¢ mean to &4’70 yoa, / jast wanled to write a short wote o bot o brow that
Miael and [ are both thirking of you and wishing you wel, [ have enclosed a recent
suaphot of Chrictapher ix case you are interested. Please skare it with Jason and
bt him Kwow Lhat hi podson can abmost walk on ks own,

Boct of lick,

Lewa Stoekion
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| tried not to be offended at some of the words on the page. If writing to me was so
misfortunate, why had she bothered? | wondered if she was simply trying to twist the knife
everyone from Christina’s life seemed intent on driving into my heart. It was obvious that she no
longer wanted me in her son’s life, the reference to ‘Jason’s godson’ made that clear. | set her
letter aside and opened the one from Brenda.

Octoler 18, 2000

omeone wanled 1o do other than rdurn to you.
:E{qm[‘{ic.fu{uwﬂ on 1o you o1 can here
vk case you have need of Thom .

[ have To admal that <1 s [ o M{mmlﬂﬂn{mmaﬂuﬂc
Mmamg«mmﬂwgﬁmmwmm
i pains me on moid o wh qn.uwie.Be'J,m w
1o The wrong conclurion, L me explain. While [
mmaWhanMwﬂﬂaﬂuMm W

4O wh, Al seetha as A deerded
4 0 thaky the . -sM.'iawWM
he course of our sdaliondhap. Donl ¢ me wiong,

s 0 [l v s oy s o
il amsived im Salem yoursel] and by The Time gou were
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When I'leokeddup from the letter, | found Scott sitting next to me. | smiled at him as | folded
the letter and putjt'away. | don’t know if he’d been reading along with me, but it honestly didn’t
matter either-way. The only thing that might have upset him was the reference to Jason, but that
part of my_life“'was over now. | gave Scott a quick kiss and suggested we go play pool.
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Dok Ma?ac

EVERYONE I KNOW IS FIGHTING TO GET BACK WHAT THEY HAD. I'M FIGHTING BECAUSE I DON'T KNOW

HOW TO DO ANYTHING FLSFE.
BATTLESTAR GALLACTICA: VALLEY OF DARKNESS

Scott’'s arms were a safe circle around me as he guided my hands on the pool cue. I could
smell the musky scent of his skin and wanted nothing more than to forget about the pointers he
was giving me and spend the next few hours in our room upstairs. Even as the thought ran
through my mind his hand tightened on my skin. | turned my head and felt the rough stubble on
his cheek against my face. He made a sound deep in his throat that could have been a purr or a
growl, but either way | knew he was thinking the same way | was.

The spell was broken when Frasier called my name. As one Scott and | turned to‘see that
Cormac and Brenda were being led across the bar by my ghoul. We turned back to-the table and
carefully made the shot we’d been in the middle of before straightening. Thankfully, Scott didn’t
move away from me and | was able to lean into his strength. | didn’t know if" dJason had said
anything to Christina’s family about the argument we’d had, but I wasn't.geing to try and hide my
choices now.

I allowed myself only a moment of leaning on Scott before moving away to meet the others.
Scott followed close behind me, and we met them near the middle of the pub. Brenda was
overdressed, as usual, but Cormac seemed to have made the éffort to dress more casually.

“Glad you could make it,” | said with a smile as we reached them. “It's good to see you
again.”

“Thank you for having us,” Brenda replied.

“I thought that we could go upstairss’ | suggested. “For privacy.”

Madelynne and Logan joined us, as\we turned\to head for the back room. After a moment of
polite greetings, we proceeded upstairs with\Frasier and Petor trailing behind.

| sat next to Scott on one/of\the couches and the boys settle near us. Brenda sat in a chair,
while Cormac took up an entire-sefa ywwhen he placed two bags on the cushion beside him. Logan
relaxed in his usual chairwith’ Madéelynne perched on the arm.

“How is Rafe?” Madelynne asked politely.

“He is fine,” Brenda replied, “Busy.”

“He didn’t come with-you?” | asked, not really surprised.

“No,” she told me=“We decided it would be best if just the two of us made his trip.”

“Down to“business, shall we?” Mac asked after a moment of awkward silence. “Brenda, | and a
few others in Salem have taken it upon ourselves to seek out some solutions to your amnesia.”

I leoked down at my hands to hide the flash of anger | felt at their resolve that | needed
fixing, but-itypassed quickly. They were supposed to be family, after all, and it was only natural
that they would want their sister healed. Honestly | did have a problem with my memory and a
part of me wanted it taken care of just as they did.

“Granted, we have not performed any of the rituals that we have found,” he continued, “nor
have we ceased our endeavors to find others, but we have found two rituals that we believe
would work to return your memory. Both of them are, however, questionable in their ethics.”

| struggled to understand what he was saying. They'd found two rituals to restore my
memory, not one, but neither of them the ideal solution. “What do you mean questionable?”
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“One of them is a voodoo ritual,” he told me. “The other is a dark thaumaturgy.”

From what little information | could remember, voodoo was often painted with a blacker brush
than it deserved. While it could be bloody and bad, it most often was not that bad. “Voodoo can
be bad,” | stated, “but what'’s ‘dark thaumaturgy’?”

“As you know the Tremere’s principle discipline is thaumaturgy,” he began. “Our Sabbat
brethren practice a less desirable version of it, often to bad results. There was a Sabbat attack in
Salem a year ago which included a dark thaumaturge. We confiscated his belongings after he
was... dealt with.”

“But you think that both of these rituals would work?” | asked.

“I’'m almost certain the dark thaumaturgy one would,” he told me. “The voodoo one is more
generic, but | believe it would produce results as well.”

| turned to Brenda. “What do you think?”

“While | agree with Cormac that the black thaumaturgy ritual is the better of the-two,” she
said hesitantly, “I personally cannot allow this ritual to be done because of what.is’required.”

“What's required that is so bad?” Madelynne asked.

“The eyes of the Seer,” she replied, “who is Rafe’s sister. There is only one Seer in every
generation.”

Madelynne frowned. “Are there more than one around at a time?”

“Because it is a mage ability, we don’t now for sure,” Brenda‘admitted.

“Is it possible that there is another one we could use.s@ she wouldn’t be injured?” she asked.
Brenda shook her head. “I don’t know.”

“There only exists one at a time,” Cormac put in..“The next may be born, if this one is
destined to, well, not to live a full life. However this\ritual does not require that she be killed, just
her eyes.”

“We can re-grow things,” Madelynne painted out. “Can she grow them back if she’s a mage?”

“l asked that same questiemsamong the.Kindred in Salem,” Brenda answered, “and everyone is
under the impression that she would lose‘her sight.”

“You said bad things ceuld happen,” | asked Cormac. “What kind of things?”

“Well, most of the dark thaumaturgy rituals are for an evil intent,” he replied. “Even if you
intend no evil, are.there still consequences to the caster.”

Madelynne seemed surprised. “And there’s someone willing to risk it?”
He looked at'me. “Should Tina wish this ritual done, yes.”

| tell by*the loak-in“his eyes that he would do this for me, risk his own sanity for my sake if |
asked/im,to. I-didn’t understand his loyalty to me when | barely remembered who he was.
“What about-the other ritual?”

“The«veodoo ritual is more generic in its outcome,” he explained. “The ingredients, while not
as specificy are a little more extreme. It requires the heart of an infant.”

Madelynne looked as disgusted as | felt and she silently shook her head no, though I hadn’t
needed her opinion to know | would never do something to harm a child. “As much as I'd like to
have my memory back, | don’t want it that bad.”

“As you wish,” Cormac murmured.
“There probably are ways around killing a child isn’t there?” Madelynne pointed out.
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“I believe that obtaining it another way is possible,” Brenda agreed. “I don't want to kill a child
for this any more than you do, but I feel that there are some loopholes.”

To my surprise, Petor spoke up. “Do you have to kill the infant for this, or do you just need
the heart?”

“It just requires the heart,” she replied without looking at him.
“How can you take the heart without killing?” Madelynne asked.

“There are children who die every day,” Brenda pointed out. “If you have the correct
connections it is possible to obtain these things, much like many of your Tremere and Ventrue
obtain blood without hunting.”

“l know a guy....” Petor began hesitantly.

“You know a guy...?” | prompted when he didn’'t say anything more.
In Russian, he said, “He can get things.”

“Baby hearts?” | asked in the same language.

He shrugged. “Maybe.”

“What kind of money?”

“I haven’t seen him in a while,” he replied.

Abruptly I realized that no one else in the room understood what werwere saying. “He knows
a guy that might be able to get a baby’s heart,” | said in English.

“And how would he know such a gentleman?” Brenda demanded belligerently, and just as
quickly backed down. “I'm sorry, that was none of my business.”

“The Russian military is not all that honest,” he told her, “especially those that served under
communism.”

She looked at him for the first time.*| take it(that you have begun to regain some of your
memories as well?”

“I remember everything from before 1 met-her,” he reminded her.
“I see.”

“What else is in this ritual that is questionable?” | asked, turning the topic away from Petor’s
past and memories.

Cormac opened the smaller.of the two bags by his side and pulled out a case from which he
removed a piecesogf\parchment: He stood and brought it to me. | read aloud the list of ingredients
quickly, stumbling over the cat placentas, which Madelynne immediately objected to.

“How easy.would-this stuff be to get?” | asked.
Cormac answered me. “We have not really looked for the ingredients.”
“‘How likely is.it that you’ll come across a ritual that isn’t quite as disgusting?”

“These\rituals, because of their less than upstanding ethical values, were easier to find as the
dark sideis often more tempting and more readily available,” he replied. “I believe something
may else eventually show up.”

“But if you recall, the ritual that began this process wasn't happy either,” Brenda pointed out.
“What we're dealing with here is serious. Ritual work, even for mages, has a certain cost. As
Cormac has already stated, the search continues.”

“Are there any repercussions of the voodoo ritual?” Madelynne asked.
“Aside from the heart of the infant,” Cormac told her, “there is none, only to the conscience.”
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She looked at me. “This is up to you. In good conscience | could not participate in this, but it's
your choice. The voodoo one, depending on how you got the heart, you might always wonder if a
baby died for your memory. If you could find a seer that wasn’t Rafe’s sister, the other ritual
might be better. Do you need both eyes?” she asked Cormac.

He nodded.

“When’s the next moon in Aries?” | asked, as that was one of the requirements of the voodoo
ritual.

“Two weeks,” Cormac answered.

“The sixth of December would be the following one,” Brenda added, “then January third.”

“l think you should take some time to think this over,” Madelynne suggested. “Maybe.in that

time something else can be found. They did find these two in a rather short time, maybenif you
give it some more time they will find another.”

“Okay.” I looked at Brenda. “If a better one isn’t found by December can we get-the
ingredients by January?”

“I'm sure something can be arranged,” she replied.

I nodded my agreement. “Hopefully something better will come up.”

“As you wish,” Cormac repeated.

“I appreciate you first of all bringing these rituals and second, being honest about them,” | told
them both.

Cormac seemed confused. “Why would we be anything:but?”

I shrugged. “I'm not saying you would be, but you could have done one of them and not said
anything.”

In the awkward silence that followed, Brenda.asked about my studies. Madelynne interrupted
long enough to offer refreshments héefore ‘excusing’herself and Logan.

I made sure to thank Brenda for, the ritual bag she had sent with Jason and we talked for a
while about my successes or lack.of themi®with Thaumaturgy. Since Scott was still sitting next to
me, we didn’'t go into any details, but.they assured me that my abilities would come back with
time. | hoped they were «ight;

Since we were talking-about.thaumaturgy, 1 made sure to ask about the ritual that had
created Frasier's necklace.

“I haven’t dene it,”’Corinac admitted, “but it is fairly common.” When | asked how to do it, he
explained that/it,was still beyond my abilities and suggested | continue to practice the Incantation
of the Shepherd, as it'would allow me to find both Petor and Frasier. “There are a few rituals that
have been performed 0On Frasier and on his behalf that near as | can tell are still in effect,” he
added:

I leoked at Frasier, confused, but my ghoul simply shrugged. “What are you talking about?” |
asked Cormac.

“The Curse Belated,” he explained. “It allows you to transfer a certain amount of your blood
into him that he cannot use and does not dissipate with time. Should he die, that blood would
ensure his embrace and he would awaken Kindred, Tremere.”

“You can do that?” | asked, amazed. “I did that?”

“Yes,” he confirmed. “There is also a ritual allows a Kindred to transfer certain amounts of his
vitae to an object for later use.”

“Like the cross,” | murmured.
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“Yes, however that one is also beyond your ability at the moment,” he told me.

When | realized that he wasn’t going to tell me anything more, | changed the subject and
asked about some of the memories | had gotten back. They answered my questions the best they
could, and added little things about those instances that they thought might help me understand
them.

I noticed that Brenda’s eyes took in everything about the interaction between Scott and me.
We weren’t being overly affectionate in any way, but it was the pack way to have close physical
contact with each other and I could tell she didn't like it. She didn’t have to say anything, her eyes
judged us in silence.

Eventually it was time to go. Scott and | were to drive them back to the airport, but I wanted
to talk to Brenda a little more while we still had time. | started to hand the keys to Scott{so.|
could sit with Brenda in the back, but at the look on her face | stopped in mid gesture, Cormac
prevented any discomfiture by asking to drive as he wanted to stop somewhere on’the way to the
airport.

“Have you talked to Jason?” Brenda asked as soon as we were on our way.

Cormac took that moment to turn up the radio, something | was grateful for. Scott had barely
stopped growling when Jason’s name came up.

“l haven’t heard from him since we argued in Flint,” | admittedssoftly. “I don’t expect to. Have
you heard from him?” | didn’t want to see Jason, but | was worriedrabout how he was taking our
break up.

“We had a brief conversation,” she told me, but seemed reluctant to say anything more.
I let the subject drop and asked Cormac where we were going.

“Dark Side of the Moon,” he said cryptically.

Leaning up to talk in Scott’s ear, | asked where\that was.

“Downtown,” he answered. “It's\a.new age'shop.”

I let my hand linger on his shoulder as I'sat back and once again | felt Brenda’s eyes judging
me. Ignoring her displeasure; | brought'up some of the memories I'd gotten that we hadn’t talked
about yet.

Cormac knew Maleficent, the.owner of the Dark Side of the Moon. He went into the back of
the shop with her while the rest'offus perused the store. The front of the store was your typical
Goth new age shop, ‘while thesback was brighter lit, and looked much more legitimate. Mac had
gone into a private.area where the door was marked ‘Invitation Only’.

When Cormac returned, he introduced Brenda to his friend, and she also spent some time in
the privatesxroom with-Maleficent while Scott and | shopped. | had only a brief introduction to the
woman. as we paid for our purchases, then we were off to the airport.

Despite alkthe awkward moments during the evening and the judgments | knew they had
passed on_me; we hugged when we said our goodbyes at the plane. | knew that no matter what
happenediwhen I got my memory back, no one from Christina’s life was going to be happy with
my choices. Yet if | did what they wanted me to, | wouldn’t be happy with myself.

As Scott drove us away | laid my head on his shoulder and let myself be comforted by his
presence. No matter what choice | made in January, | knew that Scott and the pack would
support me one hundred percent. They trusted my judgment, and | hoped | wouldn’t let them
down.

“Somehow | think they were disappointed,” | whispered. “I think they expected me to beg
forgiveness for my sins.” When he chuckled a little, 1 began to relax. “I'm not sure what they’re
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going to do when I get my memory back,” | continued. “They probably think I'll come running
back to Salem and that’s not going to happen.” | lifted my head to look up at him. “I'm happy
right where | am,” | told him.

He put his arm around me and smiled. “Me too.”
“I must be going,” Cormac said as he reluctantly began gathering his things.

“I hope we can spend some time together when you return,” I told him. “I believe we have a
few things to talk about.”

1 walked him to the door, noting that he'd reverted to the distant man 1d first met. | wasn'’t
sure how 1 felt about the connection between us, and | was sure he was as confused as 1 felt. We
stood there for a moment in awkward silence. He made a gesture that could have been anything,
then finally nodded at me. | smiled, knowing exactly how he felt.

He walked down the steps and to his car. When he was settled in the driver’s seat,~he looked
over and saw me still standing in the open doorway. He touched two lips to his fingers and |
closed my eyes against the affection in the gesture. | gave him a small wave ahd backed into the
house, closing the door and leaning against it feeling exhausted.

“Brenda,” | commented as | hung the clothes up on the bar inside theywalk-in closet, “/
expected you back a few minutes ago.”

1 came out of the closet and saw Brenda leaning against the doar loeking stunned. There was
a dreamy look on her face. “What?” When she didn’t answer mex/ waived a hand in front of her
eyes. “What?”

That brought her out of it. “What? I'm sorry,” she whispered.
“What's with the ‘'oh my God’ look on your face?” I .asked.
She still seemed a little out of it. “Do Kindred getunarried?”
1 wasn’t sure 1'd heard her right. “What?”

“Do we get married?”

1 shook my head, frowning._“l don’t-krow, Brenda. Long term relationships, maybe? | don't
know.” | considered it for a moment. “l.don’t see why we couldn’t.”

“Who would marry us?2”.she whispered absently.

1 studied her face closely. “Why, did he ask you to marry him?”

She nodded slowly. “Yeah, kind of,” she breathed. “I think.”

“You think? GIrl, either he did or he didn’t,” I told her.

“Well,” she(said thoughtfully, “he said that he liked the sound of Mrs. Brown.”
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AND U WILL UNDERSTAND

THE SHADOWS IN MY HEART
Jewer - HAUNTED

I woke in Scott’s arms. Without opening my eyes | breathed in the scent of him and smiled.
Since he was always awake long before | was, it wasn't often | woke to find him with me and |
savored the sensation of his body against mine.

Madelynne waited until Scott had left for work to tell me that a letter had come from Jason. |
flinched when | saw that it was addressed to Christina Kline, but agreed when she suggested |
read it in an out of the way booth. She sat with me as | opened the envelope and beganwreading.

Chrisfimd,

Grven fhe situsfion we find ourselves iy O fhought” i would be best fo wrte rafier
thn eall. O w;fﬁjﬁ:; to low fhat O sl xizvabifexf. and O mﬁgy.’r well, bt J/M have
fo snderstand fhat 1n onder ;’z"" s fo rettild our relationhsp md ;,f!,,, fhe pacy fo frusf
me, f:&g{ kave to reppect we tor. How ean fhef do frat i aeryne ons fure Al
Heeping Witk Seoft?

Right, because him running off‘and pouting rather than coming to town and trying to win me
back reflected so highly on him.},wasn't,sure why he thought that the pack should respect him
when he didn’t seem to care'abaout me.

Am O rypposed to 11t bacy and lock like 4 J;fm’ when all O'm %ffff fo do It be with
the woman O love? 5#!5,J.:’M mg&f wof- remember what odr ffffz Wi/ e fn%fm:, bt
deep down Chriskina and Tina are the 1ame. peron, Hat will vever c!.é;fgfﬁ. O et
snderstand how f‘ﬁxfff AP miﬁsf,rfff /fw J/M %ﬁf oy and O'm rui’{ "f""‘ff ﬁsf’ et
/m the fwe cf wr fo rebld fher lives f'ﬂﬁfﬁﬁﬁ.

The way he was choosing to help rebuild our relationship was by not being with me. | wanted
to stop reading right there, but I had to know what else he had to say. | wondered for a moment
if Talon had been there when he’d wrote the letter, dictating what Jason had written.
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This 11 the kadest letter frat O've ever weitfen and O don't want fo kuet oo, buf
wod have fo snderstand that relationiips kave fo be ef;m’ and ors can't ke J}?-' st
v L

m'rﬂuwm me 4 red] chmee.,
I

A real chance? What had he done to deserve one, walk away? Find a new ghoul within days of
leaving Detroit? Hell, 1 hadn’t even made up my mind about our relationship when he’d bound the
girl to him. It made me wonder if Sarah had been waiting on the side lines all along.

The ball is in our cotrt o, J/i oon want, O will come fo Petvort for e weepend
(o ./ J

\ fo ree how Fﬁ;’g;f{fa but O won't come ;{}{ sore. 1l in 4 relationtsp with Seoft-

i | Fooo EclE e W RO R ! F oo P A TR
I passed the letter across the table to Madelynne without finishingity hadn’t liked his
ultimatum when he’d given it to me in Flint, and | sure as hell didn’t like.it now. If he wanted to
be with me as badly as he claimed, he wouldn't be demanding, he'd be pleading.

I didn’t regret choosing Scott over Jason. What | did regret\was that | would never know what
my choice might have been if Jason hadn’t forced me to-choase so soon. | would never know if
Christina’s love for him had been true or if it was just agphysical attraction that kept going to my
head.

Regardless of the love | once felt and could pessibly have felt for him again, Jason was not
who | belonged with. True love could«net conguer-all, not this time.

The letter only confirmed that I\had made the right decision. Jason would never accept me for
who and what | was, yet Scott-had accepted me without question. Jason would always long for
his Christina, Scott didn't care if 1 ever.remembered who | had been. Jason didn’t trust my
judgment, but Scott always.had. Jason-would never accept Petor, never trust him, Scott did.

“What do you thinkof-this?”.Madelynne asked when she’d read the letter.
I looked at her sadly. “I think’that he’ll never accept me for who I am.”

“What if youget your.memory back?” she countered. “I realize that’s not going to change who
you are, but...”

“Like you said, ¥'mi_not who | was, even if | do remember everything.”
“What\are youngonna do?” When | didn’t answer, she added, “What do you want to do?”

“Nothingy/l said simply. “No matter what happens, he will always look at me and wish | was
her. I can’tVive like that.”

She seemed surprised. “You're not gonna call or write back?”
“He said the ball was in my court,” | reminded her. “Let’s let sleeping dogs lie.”
“You're going to close that chapter of your life and move on, right?”

I smiled, certain that | was doing the right thing. “Scott accepts me for who | am. | don’t need
anything else.”

“Are you ready to move on with a new relationship with Scott, and make the break with Jason
final?” she asked. “I mean you are married to him. Was it a legal marriage? | don’'t mean to imply
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that you and Scott are going to get married, but I think that if you two are going to be in a
relationship that past ties should be cut so that you can move forward as a couple if that is where
you want to go.”

“I have no idea if it was legal or not,” | admitted, “but I think it's irrelevant either way. I'm
already in a relationship with Scott, you know? Of course, | have no idea where that’s going.”

“l guess that would be something that you should talk to him about,” she suggested. “Has he
said anything about your marriage to Jason?”

I smiled wryly. “He’s just barely stopped growling when anything relating to Jason is brought

up.

She very nearly laughed, but somehow managed to contain her amusement. “Maybe you
should just ask where he wants the relationship to go or something like that. You know,“one night
stand, a really long one, or a real relationship.”

“Yeah, | know what you mean,” | told her, “but Madelynne, Scott... he’s not exactly the ‘let’s
talk about it’ kind of guy. And actually I'm surprised he’s gotten as serious about me as he has. |
think we’ve gotten a bit past the ‘one night stand’ phase.”

“You might be right,” she agreed, “but | would want to know where Fstood if | were you. I'm
not sure | could go on not knowing where the hell | stood with someone.”

I shook my head. “Honestly | don’t think it matters. I'm happy just knowing that he doesn’t
expect me to change into his idea of the perfect woman. He likes\me the way | am, Madelynne,
and that is so important to me. Every night | get of that is maere_than | ever had before. Even if
he ended it tomorrow, I'd be damned happy | had it for astlong as I did.”

“Well, maybe you are his idea of a perfect woman,”sshe*told me, “and | highly doubt that it
would end tomorrow or even the next day.”

I smiled again. “Me too. I just hope Ak don’t do-anything to fuck it up.”

“Why would you say that?” she.demanded:

“I think Christina fucked up more,than her-share of things,” | said with a shrug as | looked
away, “relationships included¢”

“Well, you are now Tina"Andrews; not Christina,” she reminded me firmly. “A completely
different person than you\were before. Besides you have the rest of us here to make sure that
you don’t screw up!”

I hoped she was right. | heped that no matter what happened with my memory | would still
be happy here, With the pack as my family, with Scott as my lover. Yet a voice in my head kept
telling me thatdf+ did remember Christina’s life it would ruin everything | had.

As the night wore‘on | began to wonder if | had agreed to the ritual Cormac and Brenda had
brought only to,appease them, to atone in some way for breaking up with Jason. I didn’t like the
thought-of that. It made me start to rethink my stand on regaining Christina’s memories.

When_Seott came in hours later, the news of my letter from Jason had already run through the
pack, and\l overheard Maggie telling him about it. He didn’t say anything to me about it, and
perhaps it was my imagination, but | felt as if he was weighing my actions the rest of the night,
even after we went upstairs to my room. Only then did he talk about Jason.

“So you left him for me,” he murmured as he watched me undress in the dim light of the
bedside lamp. He looked so sensual lying there on the dark sheets, like a big cat ready to spring.

I smiled and turned away to lay the last of my clothes on a chair. “You could say that.”
“I think I just did,” he murmured.

“You'd be right.” | walked toward the bed, enjoying the look in his eye as he watched me.
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He moved over to give me room on the bed beside him. “Any particular reason?”

| sat on the edge of the bed and looked down at him. There was so much | could say to
answer his question, but in the end it boiled down to one simple truth. “Jason just wanted
Christina.”

“But Tina’s much more fun,” he answered with a knowing smile.

“Glad you think so,” I grinned back at him. I ran a hand across his chest, enjoying the
thickness of his hair beneath my fingers. “I think so too.”

Much later, as | lay in his arms waiting for dawn to claim us, | thought how silly it was to
worry about regaining memories of my past. Nothing | could remember would be worth losing
what | had right here, right now.
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Brenda visited Detroit one more time before things fell apart between us. Scott wasn't real
happy with the idea of me spending an evening with her, but he knew it was important to me, so
he didn’t argue too much. Frasier and Petor were going to go with us to dinner, as Brenda would
be bringing Rafe.

Frasier was okay with the meeting. Rafe had been his friend when we’d lived in Salem, and he
did his best to assure Petor that everything would be fine. The rest of the pack expressed, some
concerns as well, but when Maddy seemed okay with it, they accepted the visit without-further
guestions.

We met at a local chain restaurant so the boys could have a late dinner. Thewboys and | were
sitting at a table when Brenda and Rafe came in, and I could see the hesitation in his face as they
approached.

Though the visit started a bit awkwardly, it warmed up soon enoughy Frasier did his best to
make sure everyone got along, and the conversation began to flow‘around the table. Brenda and
| talked about her visit with Maleficent earlier in the evening while the boys talked about friends
Frasier had made in Salem.

Brenda admitted that she’d been working quite hard, searching for a cure to my memory loss.
While | appreciated that she cared for her sister enough-to continue to try and bring her back, I
didn’t want her to driver herself crazy on my behalf,

“Brenda, | understand that you want.to help me;? | told her gently, “but realistically, I'm doing
fine. We're still a go for that ritual in,January,sden’t you think that it will work?”

“You don’t remember this, but,I\try to cover every base. | know you're fine,” she said with a
catch in her voice. “Let’'s change the subjeect.’ | can’t even explain to myself why | feel this need to
know everything I can.”

“Just be careful you don‘t-overextend yourself,” | told her seriously. “I appreciate that you
care about me, but I'm*qot broken./Everything will be all right, in time.”

She smiled reassuringly. “You're right, as always.”

My laughterWwas a dry-noise that sounded strange even to my ears. “I’'m sure I’'m not always
right, Brenda. There are things just since | woke up here that | know I've done wrong, but I can’t
go back and change‘them now.”

“None\of us_is\perfect.” | could tell my words had bothered her, but she was less concerned
about hiding_ it from me than from Rafe. “I just wish that things hadn’t happened the way they
did.”

I shrugged, trying to keep how | felt about the situation from showing on my face. In a way |
was glad things had happened the way they did simply because | was with Scott and not Jason.
“We can’t change it now, Brenda. There’s no use wishing for the ‘might-have-been’s.” | smiled,
trying to lighten things up. “It could have been worse, you know? At least we have this time
together, to get to know each other again. That's good, right?”

She nodded and laughed a little. “At least we aren’t yelling anymore, or trying to kill each
other. Have you talked to Antonio?”
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We talked for a while about my communications with her sire, and how the pack was doing.
She seemed confused as to why Frasier would agree to working in a factory until I explained that
we hadn't really had many other options since we needed the money.

“I know Frasier hates it, but Petor doesn’t mind so much. I think as long as he has his hands
on something related to an engine, he’s happy,” | told her with a smile. “I'm sure everything will
be fine once we get the business up and running. At least we have a building now, and some
financing, until thing take off.”

“l don’t understand why you need the money,” she asked in surprise. “What happened to it
all?”

I shrugged, not really understanding why it was such an issue. “We only had about five grand,
but the SUV took most of that. We're still doing okay, though. The loan came through and‘the
guys are pulling in pretty good money. It's not like we have to pay rent at the pub.”

“That’s all the money you had?” she asked, obviously still reeling. “No, that can‘t’be right. Last
I knew your accounts nearly matched mine. You fronted half the cash for the agency. Where did
it go?” She seemed to be talking to herself than to me. “Did that bastard take.that, too?”

“What the hell are you talking about?” I demanded. “What bastard?”

She explained that when | was in Salem I'd had a number of investments and bank accounts
that amounted to a fair sum of money, not to mention the investment into Rafe’s business. She
thought perhaps the documentation had gotten lost when they’'d\sent my things. She wasn’t sure
if I would still be able to access the money even thought | had, Christina’s identification. “You are
legally married to Jason still and that he might have claimyover-how those funds are mandated. Of
course, there is the chance that when Malcolm took your\memory, he somehow managed to seize
those funds.”

After a moment’s hesitation, she added, “If you‘would like to give me power of attorney, I
could look into the accounts and see+what's there.and do with them what you would like.”

I sat there stunned for just a moment, trying’to take it all in. I doubted that Malcolm would
care about anything as trivial asameney;, kactually thought her other concern might have more
weight. “Jason never said anything to_mejabout money like what you're talking about. Do you
think he, I don’'t know, kept it?”He was pretty angry with me the last time | saw him.”

“I don't think he weuld do that,” she said quickly. “Honestly I don’t. If anything he didn’t say
anything to protect you because he-didn't know what you were going to do.” She thought for a
moment, then shrugged. “Maybe he didn’t think about it. You have been living with these people
here and they seem to have been taking care of you. When was the last you actually talked to
him?”

I looked-down at.my water glass, thinking about the last time I'd seen him. “A couple of weeks
ago,” J-said softly:*Madelynne has been taking care of me, but | need to take care of myself,
Brenda:“1 cap't expect to live off the charity of others, and | have the guys to think about. | don’t
need muchybut they have to eat, you know?”

“I'm sorry that I didn’t think of it sooner, but I've been preoccupied with other matters,” she
replied. “Do you intend to contact Jason again? Do you want me to look into it for you or do you
want to talk to him about it?”

“My financial status isn’t your responsibility, Brenda,” | told her as gently as | could. “I don’t
know if I should call Jason. Like | said, he was pretty angry with me the last time | saw him. |
really don’t think he’ll want to talk to me right now.”

“I want to help,” she said earnestly. “I know you don’t really trust me, | probably wouldn’t
either if 1 was you, but doesn’t the fact that | told you about the money make a difference in
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anything? | don't know, maybe you should talk to Jason about it. He is your husband and the two
of you will have to resolve your relationship sooner or later.”

“I'm sorry, | didn’t mean to hurt your feelings, Brenda,” | soothed, putting my hand on hers. “I
know you want to help me, and I don’t mind that, | just don’t want you to feel like you have to
take care of me. I'm a big girl.” I pulled my hand away and tried to hide my unease. “However, |
would appreciate it if you would talk to Jason about the finances. | think he might take it wrong if
I called him right now.”

Her hand followed mine and covered it where it lay on the table. “I'll talk to him. He might
want to speak with you though, what am | suppose to tell him?”

I didn’t want to admit that | wasn’t ready to call Jason yet, that | would probably never call
him. I was happy right where | was, and if | talked to Jason, he might convince me to giveshim
another go, and that was the last thing | wanted. Finally | smiled at her sadly. “Tellhim what you
think is best, Brenda.”

The rest of the dinner passed pleasantly. Though Rafe seemed a little distant;”he warmed up
quickly to Frasier's easy manner. Petor seemed hesitant as well, and | hoped-that everything
would work out between the three of them. They planned to visit the Zomhie+Zoo after dinner,
while Brenda and | spent some time alone.

We shopped for a while, and went hunting before heading over.to the agency, where the boys
were supposed to meet us. On the way | shared some of the plans\we’'d made, told her how good
Petor was with mechanical stuff, and how Frasier had the weapons down pat. Scott and Alex
would provide the muscle, while Emily and me would add a\touch of elegance to the staff. We
planned to focus on mortal society to begin with, but after,we proved ourselves we hoped to work
our way into Kindred society.

“I'm sure that Elvira or Cormac would speak up.for. your work in Salem,” she told me.

“l guess | hadn’'t thought about that.”J shrugged, not sure if it mattered. “I really wanna
make my own way. | mean, there’s\ne telling-what Ch—I mean, | feel the need to prove myself, if
only to myself.”

“It's okay to use the resources you have, you know,” she suggested carefully. “You have the
ability to do a good job but'sometimes you need help getting your foot in the door.”

I looked away, unable\to meet her eyes. “What if | don’'t have the abilities you think I do?
What if they’re gone with my memory? No, it's better if | don’t get help. That way if | fail, no one
can say anyone told them J'd do any different.”

She looked-sad, but didn’'t say anything more on the subject.

As we approached’the building, | told her about the neighborhood, and the building itself. We
still needed to do seme work before we could open, and that was apparent when | opened the
doors@nditurned on the light.

We._had c¢leaned the building up fairly well, and laid some chalk lines on the floor where we
wanted to-build some walls for office space and a conference room on the main floor. The second
floor had lines marking where Petor’s apartment would be along with a room | could use as a
haven if I needed it. The third and fourth floors were still empty.

I think Brenda honestly tried to see the potential in the building, and the business | was trying
to build, but I knew she was disappointed that | was planning on staying in Detroit. We sat in the
office area for a while, talking about people from Christina’s life.

“I wonder what it would be like, remembering,” I murmured. “I mean, | know | remember bits
and pieces now, but to remember it all? Even the idea seems strange.”
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She smiled reassuringly. “l would think it would be a relief to know again. | can’'t imagine not
knowing what my life was like, not remembering. Even if it meant listening to stories of what my
life was like from those who knew me. If that was all | had it would be enough.”

My smile was a sad one. “You're wrong, Brenda. It's not enough. It’s like being blind from
birth and listening to someone describe a color. | can't feel it, can’t taste it, can’t see it. | suppose
I'm lucky that I remember anything, but I don’t think hearing about the past will ever be enough.”

“What if it's all you get?” she asked softly.

I shrugged. “Then I guess I'll keep on as have been. | may never regain the past, but there is
always the future.” When she nodded, | added with a more genuine smile, “And I’'m happy where
I am, whether you believe it or not. Madelynne and Logan, all of them really, are very good
people. We take care of each other, all of us. The boys fit in well, and they seem to like.it there
too. And Scott, well, I know you probably don’t approve, but we get on well enough.”

She stood and paced for a minute as if thinking about what she was about to_sayvery
carefully. “I'm trying really hard to not see the similarities in what you just said«to_how we lived
together in Salem.” She stopped at the window and looked out. “It’s like I'mrwatching a play for
the second time. The roles are the same, it’s just different actors.”

“So what, am | doomed to just keep repeating the same shit over and-over? To just keep
losing my memory again like dust in the wind?” | asked dryly. “I wonder what | ever did that was
bad enough to deserve this.”

Her laugh was brittle enough to break as it bounced across.the room. “When are you going to
get it and realize that none of this is your fault?” she asked ‘as she looked at me. “It was never
your fault; Jason’s embrace, Lena’s abduction, Malcolm_trieking you into leaving the house that
night. It isn’t your fault and you keep pinning it on yourself like you have no self worth. Don’t you
know how insane this whole thing is?” She walkedback to me and laid a hand on my cheek. “You
are one of the most precious things in.my, life and it kills me the way that you look at yourself.
You are so special, Ch-"

She broke off abruptly, and I, was glad she-did. It was hard, hearing her talk so affectionately
about the woman I no longer was:

“Can you hear yourself,(Brenda?’"l_asked softly. “You should take a piece of your own advice.
Christina chose to go after ‘Malcolmy, there was nothing you could do to stop her.” | stopped for a
moment, shaking my,head at my inability to admit that I was Christina. “To stop me. You said it
yourself, I'm headstrong and . don’t think things through. It wasn’t your fault, stop blaming
yourself.”

“You misunderstand,™she replied, looking away. “I know it isn’t my fault. I know who is to
blame here.”

| studied the lines of her face for a moment. “Malcolm. You blame Malcolm.”
She stoodand moved toward the window. “He is the one that caused everything, isn't he?”

Getting-to my feet, | asked, “Is he? To say that he is entirely to blame is like blaming it on the
devil. We all have free will, we all have choices. None of us know what happened in Russia.
Maybe Christina chose to have her memories erased.” | wasn’t so sure about that last part, but it
was a possibility.

She laughed outright, throwing her head back for a moment before turning to face me. “Let’s
look at his track record,” she said in a hard voice. “First, he abducts Jason and holds him against
his will and has him forcibly embraced Nosferatu to boot.” As she spoke, she lifted her fingers,
counting off Malcolm’s sins. “When that fails to get him what he wants, he takes a woman from
her bed in the middle of the night and takes her to another dimension, of all things, where she
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almost had to give birth to her child by herself. When that plan failed him, he moved on to you.
Malcolm has an agenda here that hasn’t been fully realized. How can you look at the evidence
and even think that you would have wanted to have your memories taken from you? What could
you possibly have done to warrant a desire like that?”

“I don’t know,” | said sadly, “that’s the problem. If he’s everything you say he is why did
Christina go with him in the first place? Why did she help him? Why didn’t she just leave him to
die? Why didn’t he just kill her if he’s so evil?”

“He likes to toy with people and like I said, | don’t think his plan is fully realized,” she insisted.
“Supposedly he told Petor that you would be safe in Detroit but | can't help asking why? Maybe
there’s something about you that can stop him and he wants you out of the way so he can strike
again.” She turned back to the window and added quietly, “You might be safe, but whatsabout
the rest of us who are left? | can't help but wonder who will be next.”

I shook my head. “There’s no way for me to know the truth unless or until I get.my memory
back. Are you so worried for your own safety?”

“I know what | have to do to protect myself and what's mine,” she said coolly. “I know
Malcolm is evil. Nothing will make me think otherwise and | know that anything is possible but I
can’t conceive the thought that you could do anything that would resemble what he’s done. What
he’s capable of.”

“Perhaps when my memory returns, | will share your hatred and fear of Malcolm,” | said
wryly. “For now, can we agree to change the subject?” When she didn’'t answer me, | began
walking across the room toward her. “Look, I know it seems.as if I'm moving on with my new life
without regards to the old one.” | hesitated for a moments Ishad to be honest, that was exactly
what | was doing. “Maybe | am, but I want you to knew, that it's not that I think this life is any
more valid that what Ch-1 had with you and J-Jasomin Salem. It's just that | can’t put my entire
existence on hold until I remember everything. T0"be realistic, Brenda, we both know that may
never happen.”

I reached her side and put a hand' on hersshoulder. “You all keep telling me that I'm the same
person | was, but | don’t know'if that's grue; and honestly you don’t either. None of us knows
what happened, what essential.part gf'me might have been changed.” | let my hand fall away at
the thought I'd never admitted untilknow. | hugged my stomach and turned to look out the
window. “Who knows what kinds ‘ef’ horrible things might be planted in my sub-consciousness?
What things might have been stripped away? Until | remember what happened—well, let’s just
say | have to take things ane night at a time.”

“I miss you *she said.sadly, mirroring my stance. “I can’t deny that. It’s like there’s this hole
in my life thatynothing can fill. Jesus, that sounds pathetic. | love Rafe and | know that I can tell
him anything, but it's not the same as having another woman there to talk to. | didn’t have
siblings growingwup; it was just my dad and me. I miss having you there. | know that sounds
selfish.but that's how I feel.”

“Brenda;*I’'m sorry that this has been so hard on you,” | said honestly. “It hasn’'t been easy for
me either, second guessing every decision I've made in the last few weeks. | know that what we
had in Salem was my life once, but | don’t feel like I can just step back into it like an old pair of
shoes.” | knew I'd never be able to return to the she wanted me to have, and | knew it hurt her.
“l need to prove that I can do this on my own, Brenda. | feel like I've failed at so much, | have to
know there is something | can succeed at. Me, Tina Andrews, not Christina Kline. I know that it’'s
hard for you to accept, and I know that it may be selfish of me, but there it is.”
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“You don’t have to prove anything to me,” she said with a small smile. “I know you. But | can
understand that you need to do something for yourself.” She hesitated a moment, then asked,
“Have you been studying?”

“I've been trying,” | admitted. “Thaumaturgy isn’t the easiest thing to learn. I know Cormac
had good intentions when he sent me the primer, and | know we talked the last time you were in
town, but it seems like for every answer | get | have five questions. My Auspex isn’t real reliable
either. It's very frustrating. Everyone keeps saying | know this stuff, but it's gone as if | never
knew it.”

“It's never easy,” she assured me. “I don’'t have the time to work with Howie so Rafe is. It's a
good exercise for him. You'll get it. Nothing worth having is easily obtainable, that's what Antonio
says.”

“But | already had it. It shouldn’t come so hard the second time around. It just seems like
everything's the hard way.” | shook my head ruefully. “Okay, when | start sending{ut*invitations
for the pity party, | know it's time to change the subject.” A glance at my watch told me our
ghouls would be joining us soon. They pulled into the parking lot as if waiting_ ferrmy cue.

To my surprise, all three of the men agreed that they had enjoyed their, visit to the Zombie
Zoo. Petor looked unharmed, and Rafe more at ease than he had been.when they'd left the
restaurant. Frasier took him on a quick tour of the building, and soon after they returned, Brenda
said that it was time to go.

I watched them leave not knowing it would be the last timg I\saw Christina’s sister.
Unfortunately, the finality of my breakup with Jason proveditoe much for her to handle, and as
time passed we talked less and less.
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As | knew they would, my boys began complaining about living at the pub. I didn’'t want to
agree, but I knew | couldn’t keep them close to me forever. Frasier was able to get an apartment
in Scott’s building, on the same floor but opposite corner. Petor moved into the apartment we'd
built for him at the agency and was working on the security system for the entire building and
grounds.

By the middle of November Petor had a Lincoln Town Car ready for service, complete with
some body armor. The office area of the building was serviceable, although we were still putting
the finishing touches on it. We even had a few leads on jobs, but nothing in writing yet.

Frasier had come around once he saw that my relationship with Jason was‘really over. He
seemed to genuinely like Scott, and both of my ghouls fit in well with the-pack. Madelynne had
taken on two ghouls herself, a married couple that she’d had her eye on for some time. Carolyn
Williams worked in the medical supplies field, and her husband Andrew:Williams was the
investment banker who’d helped me get a loan for the agency. They didn’t run with the pack like
my boys did, but they came by often.

Patrick and his new girl, Anne, came to the bar every-once in a while, doing their best to upset
Madelynne’s life. Though he talked a lot about being with,her again, he never once tried to get
her alone. She believed that he didn't really want her back.

Though | saw an occasional Tremere while we.were out being sociable, none of them tried to
contact me. Every once in a while a.Stray vampire-came into the bar, alone or with a ghoul or
two, but it was nothing out of the*ordinary.

I did my best to continue my~relationships with Brenda and Cormac, and even Antonio. Mostly
I contacted them by phone, but after.a‘while I began trying the mental connection that I'd been
so opposed to when I'd first woke uptin Detroit. It didn’'t seem to work with Cormac, but Antonio
and Brenda were pleased when Kinitiated contact with them that way.

I'd kept up my attempts at Thaumaturgy every chance | had, although the results weren’t
reliable. I still hadn't,gotten one of the rituals Cormac had sent me to work, and another I'd only
gotten to work-once. Some nights everything came so easy but most of the time it was like | had
some sort of mental block and nothing worked.

Thankfully I'd had some sort of progress with my other Tremere abilities. My Dominate and
Auspex were improving a little at a time, enough to give me encouragement, but so slowly that |
wound Up_ nearly as frustrated with them as with my Thaumaturgy. Thankfully using my Celerity
and Protean.abilities came much easier.

Scott and | continued to date, going out several times a week and spending most nights
together, either at his apartment or my room at the pub. One night we were walking hand and
hand through Greek Town after seeing a movie, talking about the agency and how everything
was going.

“I'm surprised you let the boys move out,” he commented.

I shrugged. It still bothered me that they weren’t sleeping under the same roof but I did my
best to hide it. “I can’t keep them tied to my apron strings.”
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“If they’'d have let you, you would have,” he teased.

“l just want to make sure they’re safe,” I reminded him.

After a moment, he asked, “What are you going to do?” At my questioning look, he added,
“Are you going to stay at the pub?”

“Well, I don’t think Frasier would appreciate it if I moved in with him,” I drawled with a smile.

“He just got the place to himself. And | don’t think Petor would like me staying at the agency
either. I think he wants to be alone with the car.”

He made a noise that might have been a laugh. After a moment, he said, “You could move in
with me.”

| stopped and looked at him, not sure if he was serious. From the look on his face he was
quite serious. “Are you sure that | wouldn’t be intruding?” | asked, still a bit stunned frem his
offer. “I mean, you wouldn’t be able to bring girls home anymore.”

He smiled. “You're the only girl I bring home.”
“I'd really like that,” I said with a smile of my own.
“All right then.” With a soft tug on my hand he started us walking again.

Later we checked on the boys at the agency, then went to the pub..Scott stayed downstairs
talking to Logan while | went upstairs to break the news to Madelynneithat | was moving out. She
was folding laundry and | sat down to help her while we talked.

“You didn't come all the way over here to help me clean,” she said after a few minutes.

“No,” I admitted. “Actually I wanted to talk to you.” Rutting*a folded towel on a pile of other
towels, I said, “I was thinking about moving out.”

She stopped for a moment, surprised. “To where?”
I smiled. “Scott made an offer. I'll be_ moving in with him tomorrow night, if that's okay.”

“Why wouldn't it be?” she grinned*as.she went-back to folding laundry. “I expected that would
happen eventually.”

“l just don’'t want you to think.that |'toek advantage of your hospitality,” I told her, “or that
I'm not grateful you took metin.”

“I don’t think that at all,"-she assured me. “The room will always be here for you guys. It’s
yours and Scott’s roomnow.”

“l appreciate that.”

She hesitated, asamoment, then asked, “How are you dealing with the boys being in their
separate homes now?”

“I'm getting usedto it,” | reluctantly admitted. “I'm not sure | like it, but they do.”
“They ‘need 10 ‘have their own lives,” she pointed out. “It's only fair you have your own life.”

“And speaking of my life, I was thinking I'd like to keep it.” When she gave me a questioning
look, I added, “I’'m going to call Cormac and tell him I don’t want them to do the ritual in
January.”

Once again, she looked surprised. “Really? Why?”

I shrugged. “It's not that important to me. | have a life and | don't want anything from
Christina’s past getting in the way of that.”

“I'm kind of surprised that you've made that decision,” she told me. “I wasn’t sure you would.
I thought you’d probably try and figure a way to make everyone happy.”
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“I can only make myself happy,” | said with a shake of my head. “Brenda’s never going to be
happy no matter what | do.”

“Probably not,” she agreed, “but Cormac seems like he’'d be fine with any decision you come

”

fo.

“I think he would be. He seems to understand better than anyone else what I'm going
through.”

“When are you going to call?” she asked.
“I thought tonight. Best to get it over with.”

Not more than an hour later I made the call. As I'd thought he would, Cormac understood that
I was building a new life in Detroit and | didn't want memories and emotions from my old, life to
ruin it. Thankfully he offered to explain it to Brenda, although he warned me that she probably
wouldn’t understand. He was right.

Page 96 of 123 © Cathy McQuillin Tina: Choices



NoOT A GOOD PLACE FOR GOOD GIRLS

IT'S A PLACE THAT'S FULL OF STRANGERS
RicKy MARTIN - SAINT TROpEZ

Scott and | had stayed the day at the pub one night in late November when Carissa cornered
Madelynne and me in the kitchen. She looked on edge, much more on edge than usual for her.
She told us that something strange was going on and led us down to the main room of the pub,
where she pointed out a couple sitting in a corner booth.

The woman was probably in her mid thirties, attractive and well groomed without being
overdressed in neo hippie clothing. Her hair was pulled back in a loose ponytail, and a.burgundy
leather bound book sat on the table in front of her. She sipped from a steaming cup while picking
at a half eaten sandwich on a plate in front of her. Around her neck was a pendant-that was a
circle holding a crashing wave inside of it. Something about her seemed familiar, as if I'd seen her
somewhere before, but I didn’'t know where.

The man seemed a little older, more working class. His hair was only.a little shorter than
Scotts and worn the same way. The long sleeves of his shirt were rolled\up to the elbow, and his
worn jeans fell to the tops of his work boots. His book was also leathersbound, but black, and it
sat next to a pot of coffee that he was doing his best to drink his, way through. His half eaten
plate held the remains of a burger and fries.

Both of them had noticed us come down, and both of them were watching us watch them.
“They’ve been here for a couple of hours,” Carissa told us.
“How is that strange?” Madelynne asked. “He loeks like all the other guys here.”

“They’ve been coming here for a menth now" she explained. “But they've never been in here
together before. Usually one comesig+for a night. or maybe two in a row, then the other will come
in for a couple of nights. They shaw, up around five, read for half an hour or so, then order food,
and leave about seven. They always sit in‘the same booth.”

While Madelynne called Lucas-and Jolie over to ask them about our visitors, | opened myself
to their auras. | was a bit'disappainted”when they looked nothing more than human.

I listened with half an ear whileJolie told Madelynne about the couple’s habits. The guy drank
coffee like he was breathing white the woman drank an odd smelling tea. Neither of them talked
much although they weren’t rude. He was into burgers and fries while she tended to order
healthier food/like“turkey, and they both tipped well.

“That's\pretty muetvit,” Lucas added when Jolie had finished. “The only other thing is that
they are~only in here’'when Tina stays the day.”

While both Madelynne and | found that strange enough to be suspicious, the couple’s
presence could have been a coincidence. As far as we could see they’d done nothing wrong, so
we decided to keep an eye on the two while trying not to be obvious about it. We found a table to
sit down and began talking of other things.

The couple took their time finishing their food, in fact had another cup of their respective
beverages despite knowing we were watching them. They had paid their bill and were half way to
the door when | decided to follow them. Madelynne was only a step or so behind me, as were
Scott and Logan, who had noticed our eminent departure.

We reached the edge of the parking lot in time to see them leaving, she in a newer model
Grand Prix and he in an Oldsmobile 442.
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“We'll take the girl,” Madelynne called as she dashed toward her car.

I pulled the keys to the Mustang from my pocket and moments later Scott and | were
speeding down the road trying to catch up to the Olds, which was already several blocks ahead.
Though I'd been concerned about my driving abilities when I'd first come to Detroit, | knew by
now that | could drive much better than Scott when it came to this kind of thing, so | was behind
the wheel.

As | drove, | explained to Scott what Carissa and the others had told us about the visitors. My
theory was that they were some sort of Tremere watchdogs. Though | wasn’t sure how they
could affect my Thaumaturgy, | had noticed that I normally had less success when | tried
something at the pub than at the agency or at home.

The Mustang was fast, but it was stock. The guy’s Olds wasn’t, and | had a hard time
following him, let alone gaining any ground. I put my foot to the floor and managed to catch up
enough to get his license plate before he realized I'd gotten closer and began trying.to lose me. It
didn’t take him long.

We returned to the pub to find Madelynne and Logan were already back and-upstairs. After
giving Madelynne the plate number, Scott and | went downstairs to play darts. Later that night
Howard was able to learn that the man’s name was Joe Daniels from Kalamazoo, on the west side
of the state. The name didn’t ring any bells and neither did the name ef'the trucking company he
was the shipping foreman of.

Madelynne had been working on raising her status in the cityy and that meant frequent visits
to the more popular Kindred hang outs in town. Tonight she wanted to visit the Sanctuary so we
all dressed in our best leather and headed out. Our jobs were to play bodyguard and make her
look important.

Sheri was the Toreador who ran the place and she,insisted that no weapons were allowed in
the Sanctuary. The rule was strictly enforced by @ staff of magi and several large werewolves.
Bjorn-blood-from-stone was one of\those werewolves, and tonight he was manning the door.

Bjorn wore tight blue jeans and,a Sanctuary tee shirt that looked painted on. His red hair was
pulled back into a pony tail, emphasizing his big Viking beard. His eyes were also red, and dark,
very dark as we approached-the"door. He didn't seem impressed by the fact we didn’t wait in the
line that stretched down the blockybut somehow Madelynne managed to sweet talk him into
letting us in.

The bar was crewded, but\Frasier got us a table by strong arming a stranger away from a
nearly empty booth. Scanning the crowd while the waitress took our order, |1 was able to identify
at least half-a‘dozen Kindred, and possibly that many more. One in particular caught Madelynne’s
eye and nadded politely.

Michael was_ the-leader of the Brujah Rabble, a group of Kindred both Brujah and Gangrel who
kept,themselves separate from either clan. Stretch was the only other Gangrel in the group, and
he was-there.tonight with Michael and Nova, one of the Brujah in the group. Rumor had it that
Michael was a power player, smart but without many scruples. He looked and thought like a
street hustler.

Frasier sat at the table to keep it for us while the rest of us went off to dance. | kept an eye
on him while we enjoyed ourselves and about twenty minutes later I noticed a busty blonde
vampire approaching the table. I'd seen her before, had noticed that she still had a lot of human
mannerisms and qualities, but I didn’'t know her clan. I would have gone back to the table but
Scott’s arm around my waist stopped me.

“He can take care of himself,” he said into my ear.
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“He’s fragile,” | insisted, looking up into his face.

At his stern look | gave in and went back to dancing, although I continued to watch our table.
When Madelynne went to sit back down we followed. The booth was big enough for three to sit
on each side, and both Frasier and the woman stood when we approached, leaving me to sit on
the inside near the wall. Frasier sat next to me, and the woman next to him. Scott joined
Madelynne and Logan on the other side of the table.

“Nancy,” Madelynne greeted the woman before introducing me to her. “lI see you've already
met Frasier.”

“Yes,” she nearly purred, touching his arm absently. “What brings you out tonight, looking not
so Gangrellish?”

Madelynne laughed politely. “A change of scenery.”
“It looks good on you,” she replied. “You should dress up more often.”

As the small talk played around the table, | felt eyes on me. | realized that ,someene was
watching me, and had been for some time, I'd just been too busy to notice. Leoking around |
found the source of my unease, but | couldn’t see the woman'’s face. She was'Kindred.

A few minutes later Nancy gave Frasier her number. “Call me,” she told, him, then looked at
me. “If it's okay with you, that is.”

“That would be Frasier’'s choice,” | told her. | wasn't real thrilledwith the idea of him dating a
Toreador, which it turns out was Nancy'’s clan, but if it made him*happy and she didn’t hurt him,
who was | to tell him who he could or couldn’t date?

As Nancy walked away | realized | had a better view of the woman who had been watching
me, who was watching me right now. She started to turn-away but took a second look when she
realized I'd seen her. With a start | realized it was Missy, the Tremere clan enforcer. In Detroit
she was what Christina had been in Salem, but I/knew she was a hell of a lot older than me.

“Look, there’s a Tremere watching'me,” |_murmured.
Madelynne followed the direction,of my‘gaze. “There’s been a Tremere watching you.”

She apparently felt the ngedto"mingle; and | was happy enough to get away from Missy, so
we went up to the second floorof the club, where it was a bit more quiet and less crowded. We
ordered some drinks and‘Madelynne\spent some time talking with one of the Ventrue about the
possibility of opening,a new bar;insNovi.

We mingled and danced for the next few hours. Nancy flitted around the bar like a
hummingbird, making ‘quick,conversations and sometimes flirtations before moving on. | caught
Frasier watehingrher once-in a while, and though he seemed interested he didn’t make any effort
to go talk to her.

Eventually wetleft, following Madelynne and Logan back to the pub so we could change before
leaving-them.there and heading to the agency to help Petor get some work done. We decided to
go back to\the/pub before sunrise and stay the day there in case the strange couple showed up
again. Petor and Frasier were to be there by sundown as well, just in case there was trouble.
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O obé‘émé

THERE ARE NO RULFES, NO ONE TO BLAMFE

THE PRICE YOU PAY TO PLAY THE GAME
STAIND - DRICE TO PAY

I woke at sundown to the sound of Carissa’s screams echoing down the hall. Scott was already
gone, of course, but | grabbed one of his shirts to cover my nakedness and a Glock to fill my
hand. I met Madelynne in the hall as she came out of her room wearing a robe.

“They’re back!” Carissa yelled as soon as she saw us, “and he came in—and he just—and
they—"

Madelynne and | pushed past her on our way to the stairs, nearly running in an effort\to get to
the bar. With a little concentration I could feel the presence of Frasier’'s necklace somewhere
below us, but I knew from experience that feeling the necklace didn't mean he was safe.

The bar wasn’t too crowded, thankfully, but there were signs that a bar fight'tiad just
occurred, the least of which was Scott, wearing nothing but a pair of jeans;holding Frasier in a
full nelson as my ghouls struggled to get away. The couple we’d seen thérnight before was
standing near the same table, which happened to be in the center of-a mess of spilled food and
beverages. The woman was trying to keep the man calm while Petor, Legan and Lucas stood
nearby, watching Scott and the strangers.

“What the hell is going on?” | demanded.

Scott turned Frasier toward me bodily and lowered him ‘until his feet barely touched the
ground, but didn't let go.

“Frasier decided to take matters into his own hands,” Logan told us. “He attacked the guy.”
“Get him out of here,” Madelynne ordered in disgust.

| tried to take hold of Frasier, but'Scott teldune he had him and asked me to open the door. |
could hear Madelynne apologizing*behind,me*as I did so.

“It's okay,” the woman said. ¥I'm not sure what set him off.”

Scott half carried Frasier_past me and | turned to watch as the couple gathered their leather
books and started toward\the exit. | tried to apologize as they walked past me, but they seemed
to be afraid of me soi\l just let them go. Frasier saw the couple leave the bar and started to go
after them, but ene.quick puneh from Scott put him on the ground.

“What the hell.did yau think you were doing?” | demanded as | handed Scott the gun I still
held and knelt mext teyFrasier. “You can’t start fights like that in the middle of the bar, you should
have more eontrolthan that.” | ripped a piece of his shirt tail and began blotting at the blood
streaming\from.his,nose as | continued to berate him. Once | got the bleeding under control, |
looked*up at-Scott. “I'm sorry you had to control him like that.”

Madelynnée told us to take Frasier upstairs and Scott took him by the arm, dragging him to his
feet and nearly propelling him toward the building. Once upstairs I filled a bowl with water and
began washing the blood away from Frasier’s face. It was pretty clear that most of the damage
had come from Scott’s blow.

“Maybe you should do some obedience training,” Madelynne suggested irritably. “Spend more
time with him so he knows his place. You coddle them. He’s like this because you cater to his
every whim.”

I shot her an aggravated look. “I don’t cater to his whims. If | catered to his whims I'd be
sleeping with him.”
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She continued to chastise both Frasier and me while | finished cleaning him up. As | turned |
noticed that Logan wasn’t wearing anything more than Scott was, and it reminded me that | was
still wearing only one of Scott’s shirts. | ordered Frasier to stay where he was while | went to get
dressed.

Scott followed me upstairs to get dressed himself. He had a few suggestions about handling
Frasier, all of them involving violence and sounding too barbaric for me to contemplate. He went
off to work while 1 finished arming myself.

Once | was dressed | had both of my ghouls come up to my room so | could talk to them
privately about what had happened. Frasier told me that he’d noticed the couple there when he'd
arrived. He went over to ask them why they were there, and when they wouldn’t tell him, he got
mad. Apparently when Petor had gotten to the bar just before sundown Frasier had already
started the fight.

Shaking my head, I lit into Frasier again about starting fights in the pub. I pointed out that he
should have waited for all of us to come downstairs and let us handle it, rather thantrying to take
care of it himself.

He didn’t take the criticism well. Eventually he lost control again and shot'to his feet, yelling
back. “I was trying to protect you!” he yelled. “I was doing my job! They{were reading!”

“Yeah, that's a crime,” | said sarcastically. “Let’s just burn them.at the stake, shall we?”
“They could have been doing something to you,” he insisted,«‘and you don’t remember.”

“I'm fine,” | said harshly. “Behavior like that could remaqve us/from Madelynne’s good graces,
then where would we go?”

“We have places to go,” he shot back.
“Where, Salem?”
“We don't live here, remember? Youive with/Seott.”

I put my hand on his chest andpushed him\back onto the bed. “How long do you think that
would last if Madelynne decided she.didn’t want us around?” | demanded. “We can’t afford to
offend her, no matter how much provoeation you may think you have.”

He started to argue some more, but)l ordered him to shut up in a hard voice | hardly ever
used on either of them._I\teld him-he was grounded from the pub unless | was with him. | also
said that he was to do dishes and‘whatever work he had to do until he worked off what he had
broken.

Sometime during myfant he healed the damage Scott had done to his face, but I chose not to
replace the-blood he'd used. He didn’t need to be rewarded for his bad behavior.

Scott and.l stayed.at the pub again, but the next night when we woke the couple was no
where,to'be seeny Fhankfully, neither was Frasier, as he was working. Madelynne had gotten
information back*about the woman from her license plate and wanted to visit her under the
premise of*apologizing again.

The visit was a bust. We found the house all right, but Madelynne ended up hitting a parked
car on the street so we headed back to Detroit and the agency where we left the car for Petor to
repair when the parts came in.

Madelynne decided that we needed to go out again, this time to the Zombie Zoo. She wanted
to see if her new ghouls were out there since she couldn’t get a hold of them by phone. We
changed into clothing more suitable for the club and headed out.

There was a large group of people milling outside the building once we got there. It was hard
to tell if there was a bouncer at the door, though we knew there usually was. Since we didn’t see
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a line, we headed for the door. The bouncer was waiting just inside and after looking us over real
quick, he let us in.

The music was loud once we were inside, and the crowd was a sea of leather and crushed
velvet. We didn’'t see Madelynne’s ghouls from the doorway, but there were three levels to the
Zoo. She suggested we go dance rather than try to find them in the crush of people. Scott didn't
seem too interested in dancing, so we hung back at the edge of the dance floor.

I leaned up to talk in his ear so he could hear me. “What's the matter?”
He shook his head. “Bad memories. | don't like this place.”

I waited for him to explain, but he didn’t say any more. “We could take a cab somewhere
else.” We’d ridden with Madelynne, but that wouldn’t stop us from leaving if that was what he
wanted.

“Nothing I can't live with,” he replied firmly, watching the crowd.

Taking him at his word, I turned and leaned against his side. He put his arm around my waist
and pulled me a bit closer. | smiled to myself and tried to relax, despite the crush-of people.

There were several other vampires in the club, including one wearing white'face paint and
eyeliner that was doing his best to look like the stereotypical vampire. HEAwas even wearing a tux
and tails, and carrying a cane. | pointed him out to Scott, but he didnt know who the guy was.

I was looking around for a vampire | could feel closing in on us when Scott spoke loud enough
to be heard over the crowd and the music.

“Joan,” he said neutrally.

I turned my head to find the vampire standing right in\frent of me. | recognized her as Joan
Lu, one of the owners of the Zombie Zoo, and Toreader: 'd seen her a few times but never met
her. I nodded politely but she didn't even acknowledge my presence.

“Scott,” she fairly growled. She flashed her-extended fangs to show that she wasn'’t very
happy to see him.

“We’'re just relaxing,” he soothed+in an easy voice.

She kept eye contact with him for a‘long moment before glancing at me. “And your friend
is...?”

His hand tightened‘enimy waist) “This is Tina.”

| tried to smile, but it waschard with all the tension bouncing between them.

With a final look in‘my-direction and a derisive snort, she flounced away.

“Reminded me of Brenda,” | commented.

“She has cause.to/not trust me,” he said into my ear.

Questions ralled-through my mind but I bit my tongue. | knew better than to ask Scott about
his past/ If he.wanted to talk about it he would.

“When_Holden was in charge he struck a war against the Toreador,” he explained.
I wanted to ask questions but I didn’t think he’d answer them. Holden had been the Primogen

before Ralph, and I knew that as his enforcers Scott and Logan had been forced to do a lot of
things they hadn’t wanted to do.

Joan made her way through the crowd to Madelynne. Even from across the room, things didn’t
look friendly, and | wished | knew what they were saying. Not a moment later | struck by
overwhelming flood of sights and sounds that drowned out the world. As bad as it was, it felt
oddly familiar, as if it had happened to me before I'd lost my memory.
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The fit was over as soon as it had begun. Scott had cleared some area around me and was
kneeling by my side. I struggled to my feet, embarrassed at the spectacle I'd made of myself. As
we settled back against the wall, | explained to Scott what happened.

“There’s some guy watching you,” he warned me.

I glanced in the direction he was looking but tried not to be too obvious about it. As soon as |
spotted the Goth guy he ducked back into the crowd. “He’s gone now.”

Scott seemed content to stay on the edge of the crowd with his back to the wall, but his
agitation and the fit I'd had were getting to me. About the time | was asking him if we could
leave, Madelynne joined us with the news that she was ready to go.

Once outside, Madelynne noticed Scott’s sigh of relief. “Are you okay?”

He shrugged. “Don't like it in there.”

“How come?”

He wasn’t any more forthcoming with her than he’d been with me. “Bad memories.”

“Sorry,” she said sincerely. “You knew we were coming here, you should have said
something.”

He shrugged. “I lived.”

I was quiet on the ride back to the pub. | didn’t like that I'd been watched two nights in a row,
and | was fairly certain the man tonight had been Tremere. | wondered again if the couple who
had been at the pub was involved with them in some way.

Walker’s was quiet when we got there just after closing. ‘Carissa told us that our visitors had
not been in all night. Scott and | went out hunting and swung by the agency so I could feed
Frasier. | knew he was down from the night before, andiif the Tremere decided to start trouble |
wanted to make sure he was prepared.

The next night was uneventful. Scott and I’had spent the day at home, and he was in the
shower when | woke up. After he«went'to werk« 'spent most of the night at the agency helping
Petor. | would have taken Frasier with me, but he looked tired when | knocked on his door so |
told him to take the night off. Petor looked tired too, when I got to the agency, but he puttered
around for a little while before-taking himself off to bed.

Once | was alone lwalked through the building, trying to get a better feel for the space.
Though it was still far from prafitable, 1 was proud of the agency. It was something | could
honestly say was mine alone,'something no one could claim Christina had begun. It made me
hopeful that I could still build a life here in Detroit, safely away from the remnants of her life.
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I PON'T KNOW WHO TO TRUST

No SurpRrISsFE
LiNKIN PDARK - FROM THE INSIDE

Early Monday evening | joined Scott in the shower. One thing led to another, as it usually did
between us, and soon we were making love under the warm stream of water. Unfortunately, our
pleasure didn't last. In the middle of everything, Scott yelled in surprise and anger, ripping down
the curtain on his way across the room to land against the vanity with his claws out.

| stared at him in shock, surprised to see a shifting mass of colors around him. Orange and
purple, red and violet, blue and brilliant rose moved around him in a mottled mess that.l
somehow managed to understand.

Somewhere in the middle of his anger, fear and confusion was the color thatspoke of love. |
stood there staring at him for a long moment, letting the implications of that sink in. He loved me.
Relief swept through me for a brief instant before | remembered that I'd just thrown him across
the room. The red of his anger and darker blue of his suspicion made me-focus on the moment at
hand.

“What just happened?” | asked softly.

“You m-made me use my blood,” he stammered.

“1 did?” | leaned back against the shower wall trying tofigure out how I could have done that.

“Yeah.” He got to his feet slowly, watching me.

I wasn't paying attention. | suddenly realized exactlyyzwhat | had done in the heat of passion,
that it was an intermediate power of Thaumaturgy;{and exactly how | could do it again, if |
wanted to. | wondered why Mac hadn’t’mentioned it in the primer he’'d given me, or during our
talks.

“l didn’t know | could do that,™[*said with-more than a little wonder in my voice.

“What did you do?” Scott(demanded.

I had almost forgotten he was there. When | told him exactly what I'd done using Tremere
terminology, both ancient\and madern, his expression told me he didn’t understand. “I made you
spend blood,” | added, gesturing toward his claws and feeling a little relieved that his aura told
me he was calming,down a bit.

“Didn’t | telkyou that?™\he drawled. “How did you do it?”

I turned the-water>off and explained more simply how I'd used my magic to trigger his claws.
“I didnt.realize | was doing it,” | said apologetically.

He said nothing, but I saw his claws begin to change back into normal fingernails.

“I'm-sorry,” | added sheepishly. “I'll try not to do that again.”

“Okay:’ He relaxed a little, enough that I thought it would be okay for me to hand him a
towel, he took it cautiously, along with another apology, but he said nothing more.

I gave him plenty of space while we got dressed. | wasn't afraid that | would trigger his claws
again, but | was afraid that he wouldn’t let me touch him. It had been so easy, making him spend
blood that way; it amazed me that | hadn’t realized before now how to do it.

It did take a little while for him to relax enough to let me touch him, and even then he was a
bit skittish. 1 couldn’t blame him though, what I'd done had shocked us both and | was still a little
shaken myself.
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After Scott went to work, | called the boys to make sure everything was fine with them, and
once | knew they were okay, | finished getting ready for the night. There was a message waiting
on my cell phone from Nancy, asking for permission to call Frasier, so | sent him a text message
to ask if he was interested. | got back a less than satisfactory ‘K’, but | figured I'd talk to him
about it later.

I was on my way out the door to go to Walker’'s when Madelynne called.
“Malcolm’s here to see you,” she said anxiously.

At first I didn’t know who she was talking about. “Who?”

“Malcolm,” she repeated. “I don’'t know who he is.”

When described a tall thin man with long dreadlocks | figured out who she was talking, about.
“I’'m on my way,” | told her. “Does he look like he’s going to stick around?”

“He’s waiting for you,” she stated. “He says the first time you tell him to leave he'will. He's
brought some hired help with him, they're the same kind as Carissa, and she’s, freaked out. She
says they’re touched. Come in the back door.”

I agreed that it was a good idea to be cautious, and ten minutes later lIrwas pulling into the
parking lot. Parked in a row by themselves were the couple’s cars from & few nights ago and an
older style van with no windows. | parked near the back of the building‘and went into the back to
find Madelynne waiting for me.

“Everything okay?” | asked, worried that something might have/happened since I'd spoken
with her.

“You have interesting friends,” she drawled.
I laughed. “I have good friends, she picked weirdoes.”

She led me over to the door that led to the main room of the pub. “Look out and tell me if you
recognize them.”

Cautiously | opened the door a_track and-oeked through. The couple was sitting at one of the
tables this time with the man that'Madelynne*had described. “That's Chaos, isn’t it?” I murmured,
remembering the image I'd seen, shortly after coming to Detroit.

“No,” she said, confused. “He said. his name is Malcolm. Wait here.” She pushed through the
door and went over to«the table where the others were waiting. “You're not Malcolm,” she
accused as | listenedthreugh, the,barely opened door.

“Last time | cheeked | was;” he assured her.

She shook her.head.(“Tina says you're not Malcolm.”
He looked at her dir surprise. “Who does she say | am?”
“Chaes.”

“No, I'm not him,” he said with a hint of a smile. “Not at the moment I'm not. It's a long
story.”

“You might want to tell me or I'm not letting her come out,” she warned him.

He sighed. “I'm the essence of magic, three personas live in this body. Right now I’'m Malcolm.
Happy?”

She looked confused, but I thought I understood what he was saying. Christina had wondered
about that in the notes she’'d taken on the Trimuritive.

“You mean her and the rest of us no harm?” she asked.

“I don’t intend on harming anyone,” he said honestly. “I'm not going to stand by and let
myself be harmed, but I think that’s fair.”
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“You'll be safe,” she told him. “Frasier’'s working.”

“The boy dealt with Chaos, not me,” he replied firmly, “although Chaos used my name.”
She studied his face for a moment. “I'm assuming that Chaos is a bad guy.”

“Oh, yeah.” His expression was deadly serious.

“And you’ve got him locked away tightly, right?” she asked. “Threw away the key? No chance
of him coming out?”

He smiled. “This body is under my control.”

As Madelynne walked back toward me | realized that I'd been hearing their conversation as if
I'd been standing right beside the table, even though | was on the other side of a busy bar room
from them.

“What do you think?” she asked as she joined me in the kitchen.

“| talked to the people from Salem,” | said with a shrug. “I suppose it's only faif_lstalk to him.”
She nodded. “He’s a little friendlier.”

“Jason was pretty friendly, at first,” | pointed out.

“l wasn't real impressed with him,” she scoffed.

“I know.” | checked the draw of the knife strapped to my right forearm, and the draw of the
gun in the small of my back. | wasn’t exactly afraid of this guy, but'Brenda and Jason had seemed
so certain he was evil. Once | was sure | could defend myself if. \had to, I let Madelynne lead the
way across the room.

Malcolm stood with a smile on his face when he saw me, enter the room. He looked so much
like Chaos, or who I'd been told was Chaos, although he.was a bit younger. His eyes were a
neutral gray instead of black, and I just couldn’t picture him as evil. He seemed to be wearing as
many necklaces as | was, though most of them were Ssimply chains. I did see a slanted triangle
like the one | wore, and a woman’sclass ringsameng the chains. He was also wearing a knife with
a black handle.

“Hello,” he greeted me as_l-@pproached the table.
“Hello,” I replied, studying.his.face:
He was looking me over'as well,":How are you?”

“A little confused,” I'admitted softly. “You don’t look like the vision | had and you're calling
yourself Malcolm and.not Chags, and Brenda and Jason pretty much said you were evil.”

“Yes, well,” he 'said withhan easy smile, “evil is a relative term, and some relatives are evil.”
Madelynne laughed smugly as Malcolm gestured for me to sit down with them. “I can’t attest to
the vision you'had,-buvlike I told Miss Walker, Chaos is an aspect of me, but I'm in control right
now, justyme.”

“Can’t say-that | remember you,” | said as | sat down.

“Well,.yeu're welcome.” He sounded pleased.

I looked at him in surprise. “Am | to assume you did the memory wipe on me?”

“Parts of me,” he admitted with a hint of a smile. “Well, all of me for different reasons.”

| wasn’t sure how | felt about his admission. “And what were those reasons?” | asked in a low
voice.

“My reasons were to take away all the pain you've had in your life,” he said gently.
I laughed dryly. “I don’t think it worked, they followed me.”
“Pains in the ass,” he muttered under his breath.
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“Occasionally,” I admitted. “And the other reasons?”
He met my eye without flinching. “You'd have to ask Chaos and the Crone.”
“Aren’t you them?” | challenged.

“In part, but not entirely,” he replied calmly. “It's a long story and if you don’t remember, it's
not worth explaining.”

I shook my head. “I remember very little.”

He seemed a little irritated as he said, “You shouldn’t remember anything.”

“Yeah, well family can be a little... what's the word?” | drawled, looking at Madelynne.
“Pushy,” she supplied quickly.

I grinned. “Pushy is the word.”

“Insistent,” she added.

“That’s another word.”

“Annoying.”

I nodded firmly. “Yeah, and | remember a little.”

“Like | said, you shouldn't remember anything,” he repeated, “but now that you do remember
something, I'm here to give you a choice.”

I said nothing, just looked at him expectantly.

“l can either reinforce the spell so you don’t remember anything,” he told me, “I can remove it
completely so you remember everything, or I can let you beiand let you piece back together your
life for the rest of your life.”

His choices were frankly remarkable. To think that'with a bit of magic he could manipulate my
mind into doing whatever he wanted. I'd made the!choice not to get my memory back, but that
had been when the only rituals available were‘ones that would cause harm.

Madelynne must have been thinking along the same lines. “I've got a question. The last two
spells or whatever they were to bring back her memory required... interesting ingredients that
weren't all that pleasant, or humane. What does yours involve, just out of curiosity?”

“Some candles and herls a littlerblood,” he told her. “Mine, not hers. A bit of chanting.”

With a simple yes I‘could remember everything that Christina knew, | could have her life back,
could remember everything I /had wanted so many times to remember. It sounded easy, too easy,
but if I could just remember the magic she’'d used....

The talk of-bloed madeyme remember something. “Your name is Robbins, right? Didn't that
name comé upwhen-the countess did the Blood Walk?”

“Yes,” Madelynne agreed in surprise. “He’s bound to you?”

““Yeah,? | answered before asking him, “Why?”

“Beeause\Chaos in all his fervor took some blood,” he told us, “yours, not mine, and drank it.”
“Why?2 Madelynne asked.

“To make himself a ghoul.” He said it like it was an obvious face.

I could see in his aura the truth of his words, but | knew it wasn’t the whole story. “Why didn’t
Chaos’ name come up on the list?”

“Because Chaos hasn’'t actually been born yet, it's still me,” he told me. “The Crone’s already
lived and died, now it's my turn.”

“I'm getting a headache,” I murmured as | rubbed a hand across my eyes. After a moment |
looked up at him. “Why are you coming here to offer this to me?”
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“Well, I always knew you were bright, and your mind has proved resilient in overcoming my...”
he seemed to grope for words, then settled on, “gift so far. I think it has something to do with
your... good-willed family, what they did. And | sent my associates here to try and keep you
under wraps, and your mind built up a tolerance to them very quickly.”

| raised an eyebrow. “Keep me under wraps?”

“It would be dangerous for you to regain everything all at once, powers, memories, etcetera,”
he explained.

“Dangerous for me,” | asked softly, “or dangerous for you?”

“l think for you,” Madelynne murmured.

He glanced at her, then looked back at me. “Ah, everyone involved.”
Remembering Scott flying across the room, | couldn’t help but agree with him.

“So | sent the both of them together to try and contain you,” he continued, “and,.well, you all
insisted on chasing them out and beating them up.”

“That was not me,” | said quickly, glancing at his friends. “I was sleeping-{And Frazier's been
chastised.”

“Yes, she’s having issues with her associate,” Madelynne offered.

“Don’t you still have two?” Malcolm seemed concerned. “Don’t you still have Mr. Andrews? I'm
assuming you do, because your name’s Andrews now.”

“Petor’s better behaved,” | told him.
Madelynne smiled grimly. “Frasier has a temper.”
“And a sense of adventure that needs a nice rein,” lkdrawled.

“l could have told you that a year ago, but would\you have listened?” he murmured before
shaking his head. “Never mind. Anyways, so | thought | would pay a personal visit and make the
offer, get your answer once and for+all.”

“Now this flood of memories,”Madelynne.said carefully, “would she receive everything
gradually, or is it all going to come/backiinyust one big bang?”

He shook his head sadly=“RPsychi¢c’surgery is a touchy thing, | can try to make it steady and
gradual, but | can’t guarantee it.”

She didn’t seem to like thatranswer. “You already said you didn’'t want it all rushing back on its
own.”

“Well, if she’s, confined,™he clarified, “we would be able to handle it.”

“You keep using words like contained and confined,” | said softly, not liking the idea at all.
“I’'m_not-going ¢0.Stake you,” he assured me. “It would be more like... a padded room.”

I shook my head and looked at Madelynne. “We’ve had the discussion about the whole thing

on memory.(I've already said ‘no thank you’.

“Right;-but that had humane issues,” she pointed out. “There is also no guarantee on that
either. If he’s the one that caused the memory loss, it stands to reason that he can fix it. Maybe
he can give you a little bit and see if you like it, then if you want the rest he’ll give it all back,
small doses.”

“l don’t think so.” I didn’t want Christina’s memories of Jason come between Scott an me,
especially now | knew that he loved me. “That leaves the other two choices, remembering
nothing or remembering what | have now.”

“If those are your two choices, I'd stick with the life | have now,” she murmured.
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“Again, | can attempt to leave you with your memories of Detroit,” he added. “But if | leave
you all of your memories of Detroit, you're going to remember your family coming, and me, and
everything else, and it's going to confuse you even more.”

I smiled wryly. “Mister, I'm already there.”

“I think you should just leave well enough alone,” Madelynne suggested. “Either you want it or
you don’t. I don't think there should be an in between.”

“Well, if I wanted it, I think I'd be back in Salem already,” | pointed out. “At least this route
doesn’t need a cat’s placenta or the eyes of the seer.”

“Was this one ritual?” Malcolm asked intently.

“No, there were two,” Madelynne explained.

“Voodoo, and dark thaumaturgy,” he murmured.

“This is a little less involved then having dead kittens,” she added.

“You'd be surprised,” he began, then stopped himself. “No, actually, you wouldn’t be because
you won't be in the room at the time.”

“Well, compared to the last few things we’ve been presented with, this'is a little easier to
swallow,” she pointed out. “Psychic surgery, dead kitties. Psychic surgery, blind seer.”

“If it was real important, the Powers That Be would make them,grow back,” he smirked,
making his friends snicker a little.

“Are there side effects to this?” Madelynne demanded. “There were side effects to the others.
Would it make you evil?

“That would be the dark thaumaturgy ritual,” he explained, “and that is one of the warlock’s
own intricacies. Again, evil is relative. There are no guarantees when it comes to Tina,
unfortunately. I may not get be able to remove only. the memories she wants me to, if she
chooses that route. | may get too many and erase_her time here in Detroit.”

She frowned. “I don’t understand.™
“It's psychic surgery,” he peinted out. “Il'd be cutting off part of her brain from active thought.”

“Oh, yeah, that sounds like what Fwanna run out and do tomorrow night,” | drawled
sarcastically. “Why does everyone want to mess with my brain? | just wanna know this. Wasn't |
good enough before?” Kleoked.at . Malcolm challengingly. “And what was so painful you thought it
would be so great foryme to forget?”

“Wouldn’t that.defeat the purpose of making you forget if | told you?” he asked logically.
“What did you make Retor forget?”

He shoek his head. *If you get your memory back, you’ll remember.”

“I don’t want my“memory back,” I said firmly. “I don’t want to wake up and go ‘oh god, what

am | deing here, 1 should be in Salem, wearing Gucci and having tea with Brenda'.
“We would’stop you,” Madelynne laughed.
Malcolm remained sober. “I'm pretty sure if you got those memories you wouldn’t be in Salem
having tea with Brenda you'd be on a plane hunting me.”
I looked at him in surprise. “Really? Why? Because of Jason? He hates you.”
He shook his head sadly. “He doesn’'t hate me, he hates Chaos. Despite you telling them point

blank that me, Chaos and the Crone are three separate entities with our own respective thoughts,
behaviors, and everything else, they still don’t believe you.”

“That doesn’t surprise me,” | said, looking down at the table. “They’ve never believed me. Was
| a liar, before?”
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“No,” he replied gently. “You were gullible.”

That explained a lot, if he was telling the truth. “Would Jason be the only reason that | came
after you if I remembered?”

“No.” At my expectant look, he added, “Basically you're the reason | haven't fulfilled my
destiny yet. Twice.”

“Bad girl,” Madelynne teased. “What was your destiny?”
“To father a son and die,” he answered simply.”
She looked at me in surprise. “What the hell did you do?”

With no memory, I didn’'t have an answer for her. We both looked to Malcolm for an
explanation.

“The first time she directly led to the—" He hesitated a moment, then said, “Rathefr \blamed
her for Father Strong killing the chosen mother. | don’t know if she actually had anything to do
with it. The second time she came to an alternate reality to rescue and infant childsthat I had
borrowed.”

Borrowed. That was a hell of a word for kidnapping. “Would that be Lena's?”

“Yeah.” He had a sheepish look on his face, but I could tell he didn't really feel guilty about
what he’d done.

“I think I'd be rather upset if you borrowed my child,” Madelynne*told him.

He was looking at me. “How the hell was | supposed to know)that your brothers had been to
Ramadan before? What the hell...?

“My brothers?” | asked.
He nodded. “Both of them.”
“You have two brothers?” Madelynne.asked me.

I nodded. “I was told about the.one, and I‘guess Cormac is my brother, but that’s Kindred and
different.” I looked at Malcolm. “Are, those the.two you're talking about?”

“Yeah.”
“Is he like the rest of your family,” Madelynne asked him, “or is he like...?”

“Robert? Robert is a...” he hesitated for a moment, then said, “mage. He’s not like her vampire
family, he seems to be nermal{ although I've never actually dealt with him.”

“Then there’s\hope;” she murmured.

“Maybe.” I/hadn’'t actually tried to contact Christina’s brother, even though I had his number
programmeéd into my-phone. Now wasn'’t the time to think about Robert. | turned to Malcolm. “I'm
just supposed to trust-that you want to wipe my memories because if | remember anything, then
I'll come back andygo after you to thwart your destiny?”

“Well, if I'leave you that memory, yes,” he agreed.
I shook-my head wryly. “Yeah, | want his mind in mine.”

“l could have come in, just taken you hostage, and done it,” he said reasonably, “but |
thought I'd give you the choice, I am the living embodiment of the Verbena art, you know.” The
last bit was smug and cocky, but I could tell he was joking.

“Sounds a little like Brenda, doesn’t he?” | asked Madelynne with a grin.
“Just that one time,” she agreed. “It made me cringe.”

I wanted to laugh at how awestruck Joe looked, but I figured it was a bad idea. To Malcolm, 1
asked, “How long do | have to make up my mind?”
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We agreed that he would return in three nights and that | would have an answer for him. He
thanked me for seeing him, and stood. His friends followed him to the door, as did three others
who had been sitting in a booth near the back of the bar. Carissa hid as the they walked past and
I could see why. The one in the lead was hooded, cloaked, and floating. The next was cloaked
and pale, walking on his tiptoes because the bodybuilder bringing up the rear had a hold of him
by the scruff of the neck.

When they’d gone, | turned to Madelynne. “What do | do now, do we trust him or want him to
do anything?”

She shook her head. “This is not a ‘we’ question.”

“But | trust your judgment.”

“He seemed different,” she murmured, “but he also seemed to be telling the truth.”

I nodded. “And forthcoming with his answers even when they’re not real clear.”

“He’s given you a few details on your life without bias,” she added.

“Without telling me how | should feel and what | should do,” | agreed, “although 1 didn’t like
the whole keeping tabs on me and such.”

“It almost sounded like it was for your own good,” she pointed out. “like he was actually
looking out for you.”

“Put it this way,” Logan put in, “they kept tabs on you for a few months without you even
knowing it.”

“I suppose he could have done whatever he wanted,” I.said reluctantly.

“He did give you the choice,” Madelynne reminded me,\“Whereas your family was going to
stake you and drag you back.”

Logan grinned. “And they love you.”
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I'VE COME TOO CLOSE TO HADPINESS

TO HAVE IT SWEDPT AWAY

DON'T THINK I CAN TAKE THE pPAIN
JANET JACKSON - AGAIN

When Malcolm and his friends were gone | felt nothing but confusion. He certainly hadn’t
acted like the creature of evil that Brenda and Jason had claimed he was. In fact, Malcolm had
been more honest and forthcoming with his answers than anyone but Frasier and Cormac had
been.

| told Madelynne and Logan that | needed some time to think and went to sit in the-carner
booth that Malcolm’s strange friends had so recently vacated. While | had already made‘up my
mind that | didn't want my memory back, his offer was tempting, especially after-the/incident
earlier.

It wasn’t that | wanted to remember Christina’s life. | had to admit that sometimes | thought
about what that would be like, but I knew remembering everything would,probably cause a lot
more problems than it solved. What | really wanted to remember wascher“magic, but | didn’t think
that Malcolm could get that specific. He had talked as if there might be“problems if he had to be
that precise in the memories he left me with.

A little while later Madelynne joined me, asking if I minded‘some company.
I looked up and tried to smile. “I would appreciate it,”actually.”

“What's on your mind?” she asked softly. “You have'been sitting here alone for some time
now. That really isn't like you.”

“Well, I have to make up my mind, den’t 12" I'asked, running my fingers along a scratch on
the table. “As nice as it would be, no.one else'can do it for me.”

I jumped as a vision popped into.my mind./1 saw the hooded figure who'd left with Malcolm
sitting at the table. The darkblue“ef his-skin stood out plainly against the wood of the table, and
he was carving the line with-a.yelowed,cracked nail. Just that quickly, the vision was gone.

While I knew that what\had happened was called Spirit's Touch, and that it was a level of
Auspex used to receiye wisions/from objects, | couldn’t for the life of me remember how to do it
again.

“Sometimes’l hate ‘thatl, can’t remember my past,” | admitted softly. “I'd like to know enough
about my abilities that car’stop myself from seeing things at random, or accidentally throwing
Scott across the room again.”

“What?” she demanded, obviously surprised. “What do you mean, throwing Scott across the
room?\keel like explaining that one?”

I glanced up quickly then away again, a little embarrassed. “I didn’t mean to, it just...
happened: One minute we were... close, and the next he was on his ass across the room, claws
out.” I met her eyes, feeling sad and angry at the same time. “If | could remember what Christina
could do, shit like that wouldn’t happen.”

“It seems that things are coming back on there own, or at least a little bit.” She seemed quite
concerned. “l assume that Scott is ok and isn’'t mad at you, right?”

“He’s fine,” | assured her quickly. “Just a little... concerned. I am too. How do | know I'm not
going to lose control like that again? Or do something worse? | have no idea what the Tremere
can do with their blood magic.”
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“I really have no answer for you on that one. I don’'t even know any Tremere.” She looked
down for a moment, as if not sure what to say. “Is there someone that you can talk to other than
Brenda? Maybe Cormac? Maybe they can guide you a bit more or something.”

“l tried calling him earlier, but I got his voice mail,” | said sadly. The message had said
something about demon hunting, and reincarnation. “Hard telling when | can get a hold of him.
He might be able to help about the Thaumaturgy, but I don’t think he could help with my
decision. I'm not sure anyone can,” | pointed out. “What if | remembered everything and hated
myself because I'm really everything Brenda said | was; Irresponsible and reckless, and
dangerous to my friends?”

“Well, I don’t think that you are any of those things and | don’t think that the rest of us do
either,” she pointed out. “You know, that is just what Brenda said about you. Did you ask*anyone
else what you were like? Maybe you should, compare what they all say and then make a decision
for yourself.” She shook her head “I think that you have a lot of soul searching to do.and | will do
whatever | can to help you and support whatever decision that you make, but.ithasto your
choice and yours alone. Don't let others influence you.”

“They all seemed to have the same opinion of Christina Kline,” | told her sadly. “Well meaning,
but unthinking when it came to putting her friends and family in danger{l, thought for a moment,
then said, “Maybe | should talk to Frasier about whatever pain Malcolm was talking about. He
seemed to think that wiping my memory was a favor.”

“You aren’t afraid that he will try to sway your decision one'way or another?”

“l don’t think so.” Honestly I didn’t know what he thought about my lack of memory. I'd never
asked him. “I think he’s happy enough here and he was teally angry with Jason and Brenda for
wanting to take me with them no matter what | thought. Although I can't imagine he’ll like the
idea of Malcolm using magic on me.”

“Well, I'm not so sure that | like theidea as ,well,” she admitted, “but it seems the better of all
the other options that you have been.given.”

“I really don’'t know how to make up mysmind,” | told her. “Malcolm’s offer seems to be the
safest, but no one seems to trust him bot\Petor.”

“What did Cormac haye(to, Say about him, if anything?” she asked. “How long has Malcolm
known you or your family?"He mentioned something about your dad.”

“I have no idea. The only thing 't know about my father is that he lives in San Francisco and he
was one of the reasons | was embraced. Malcolm was my mentor when | was mortal, but | don’t
know for how longror any~details about it really.” | thought about everything | could remember,
about everything that.had’been in Christina’s diaries. “The only real things I've been told about
Malcolm, or.Chaoss~of.whatever he’s calling himself today, are that Brenda and Jason hate him,
Frasier.doesn’t like him much better, and he was protecting me when he sent me here. Christina’s
diarieswtell’a far different story, but she hated him too. That really doesn’t help a lot, does it?”

“Maybeyou should talk a little to Malcolm first,” she suggested. “There seem to mixed
thoughts and idea’s about him out there. Obviously he must have been a good guy before
especially for you to have him as a mentor no matter how long it was for.”

I smiled wryly. “Good to know you trust my judgment, even from before | knew you.” The
smile faded as | thought about the decision I'd yet to make. “Still, doesn’t seem like he’ll tell me
much unless | want my memory back. Make more work for him, remember?” Look down at the
table again, playing with the scratch. “I've been thinking about what it would be like to remember
everything.”

“And what is it that you thought?”
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“In some ways | think it'd be nice. | wouldn’t have to wonder if they’re all lying to me, you
know? Wonder about which one | can trust, or if I can trust any of them. I'd know what | can do,
what | can't do with the spooky boo, and such.” Look back up at Madelynne sadly. “But what if |
turned into Aher?”

“You are a different person now,” she assured me. “You would only turn into ‘her’ if that is
what you wanted. And from all that | can tell that is not who you are or what you seem to want
to be.” She hesitated for a moment before continuing. “I can’t tell you what to decide, if it were
me | would have a hard time deciding as well, but I think that in the end | would do it because |
don’t know if | could live the rest of my life not knowing and thinking what if I knew this and if |
could only remember just a little. Don'’t let what | would do influence you to much though, this
has to be your decision and yours alone.”

“Actually, that's exactly what I've been thinking,” I told her. “If I don’t take this opportunity to
get my memory back, I may never get another chance. It’s just that I've been so happy here, |
don’t want to fuck that up.”

“How could you fuck it all up?” she asked. “By remembering who you are? You already know
who you are, Tina Andrews. And remembering a few other details is not gaing to change that.”

“I want to believe that, I really do,” | said honestly, “but sometimes wishing doesn’t make it
real.”

“l know.” She reached across the table and covered my hand with hers. “But it's a risk that
you will have to take if your memory being returned is what ygu‘really want.”

“l know.”
“So then is your mind made up,” she asked, “or arey@urgoing to think some more about it?”

“I'm going to think some more about it, but | think I've made up my mind,” I admitted. “I
can't risk hurting someone because | don't know what the hell | can do. Besides, | get my
memory back I can make some more«0f those.coel'stone things, like Frasier has.”

She smiled and nodded. “I think that it is time that we do something a bit more fun and
lighthearted, what do you think??

I agreed readily, anxious.to_turn my.'mind to something other than Christina Kline or what
would happen if or whentl got her memories back. We decided on a girls’ night out, taking
Maggie and Emily with“us-while_we went out on the town. We didn’t come back to the pub until
after closing.

Frasier and Petorwere«waiting for me when we got back. | took them aside and asked Frasier
if it was reallysokay to let Nancy call him.

“You're gonna let_me go out with her?” he asked, surprised.

“If you want to,”1 told him. “There are rules though. No blood exchange, | have to know
wherewou are, and | don’t want major details.” | thought about it for a moment then added, “And
you have to‘behave yourself. Misbehave in the bar again I'll have to cut off your dating
privileges.™Petor snickered at that, and my eyes turned to him. “Just wait until you want dating
privileges.”

“Wait a minute,” he said with mock indignation. “I'm the good one.”

I smiled. “Yes, you are. You haven’'t beaten up anyone in the parking lot, so you're right.” |
hesitated a moment, studying Frasier. “What do you remember about Malcolm Robbins?”

We'd already talked about Malcolm, but he went over everything again. Malcolm had
kidnapped Lena and taken her to another reality with the intent to steal her child. The Trimuritive
was the embodiment of the Verbena art and included Malcolm, Chaos, and the Crone. He
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admitted that the one he’'d seen in the alternate reality had most likely been Chaos, not Malcolm,
and offered his opinion that Chaos had been the one to orchestrate Jason’s embrace.

Petor really didn't remember enough to form an opinion of Malcolm. All he had was a ten
second memory of Chaos telling him to keep me safe while standing in a castle with a ghost and
another vampire.

“Why are you asking?” Frasier asked. When | didn’t reply right away, he said again, “Why?”

“What would you say if | said | had a pretty reliable way to get my memory back,” I said
carefully, watching their faces, “without killing any babies or kittens or blinding a seer?”

They glanced at each other, then said as one, “Are you gonna do it?”
I shrugged. “I'm thinking about it.”

“How?” Frasier demanded.

“Why?” Petor asked, sounding confused.

“Spooky boo,” | said to Frasier. To Petor, | added, “and so that | know what I€an and can’t
do, and stop throwing people across the room accidentally.” I held up my hands, to stop them
from asking about that. “You don’t want to know.”

Frasier frowned. “What sort of spooky boo?”
“Some chanting, candles, and some blood,” I told him, “not mine.”
“From whom?” he demanded.

“The person doing the spell.” When they glanced at each-other, | added, “Look, I'm not asking
for permission to do it, | asked what you thought about it.”

“Well,” Frasier said calmly, “it would depend more on.if we knew the details surrounding it,
right Petor?”

Petor’s shrug told me he really didn’t.care. Hewas used to me being Tina Andrews, he didn’t
even remember Christina Kline. While\we were friends, it was more of a business relationship
than what Christina had shared with krasier\who seemed to have more of a personal stake in the
matter.

“It's a safe arrangement.with.someene that, theoretically, we can trust,” | assured them both.
“If you're that convinced;*why,are you asking us?” Frasier shot back.

I wasn’'t too sure about that’myself. “I want to know your opinion.”

“l just gave it te you,” he said irritably.

“Fine.” They. weren'thelping my state of mind, and besides, | already thought | knew what |
was going Ao do.

“Are wedismissed?” Frasier demanded.

“Got sameplace to be? Oh, that's right,” I said dryly. “You've got a hot date, or a theoretical
hot date.”

He stoodrquickly, knocking his chair back, and strode from the bar as if the hounds of hell
were licking at his heels.

“Do | have to leave,” Petor asked hesitantly.

“You do whatever you want, baby,” | replied, distracted. When headed for the bar and called
for Carissa to pour him a drink, | added, “Just don’t drive home afterwards.”

I wasn't much in the mood to be social after Frasier left. | went back to the apartment and
called Nancy to let her know that it was okay to call him, though | warned her that | was very
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protective and that she needed to make sure she didn’t hurt him. She assured me that she would
not and | had to take her at her word.

Scott came home around four and after he’'d gotten cleaned up, | asked him what he thought
about me getting my memory back. “And | don’t want to hear it ‘whatever you want to do’,” |
added. “I want your honest opinion of what you think.”

“l don’t care,” he said simply.

“l just said I didn’t want to hear that,” | murmured.

“No, you just said you didn’t want to hear ‘whatever you want to do’,” he shot back.
I gave him a frustrated look. “It's the same thing.”

“No it's not,” he insisted.

I shook my head. “Do you have an opinion other than you don’t care?”

“Well, if you turn into who your family said you were, then, you know....” He let_his' words trail
off leaving the thought unfinished.

“Then, what?” | prompted.
“You know,” he insisted.

His aura told me that he was very worried, even a little afraid. He Wwas-also aggressive, angry,
bitter and distrustful. I put two and two together and figured out what the problem was; he
thought I was going to go back to Jason. All this time together andyhe honestly thought I'd leave
him as soon as | got Christina’s memories back.

“No | don’t know,” I said firmly. “I'd like you to spell it'eut, for me.”
“Look, you do whatever you want to do,” he growled-before storming out.

I reached for the phone to call him, but my hangksettled on his cell phone so | knew it would
be useless. | called Walker’s a little while later, and, Madelynne assured me that he was there, and
safe.

“Just give him a little time to calm-down,\then talk to him,” she suggested when | explained
what had happened.

| agreed, though I didn’t-like“it, mostly because | had no idea what to say to him. Maybe |
shouldn’t have pushed him,*but damn it, it would be nice to be clear on where | stood with him.
Either he trusted me orhe didn’t,"he loved me or he didn't.

Shortly after five-Petor knocked on the door. “What the hell's going on?” he demanded the
moment | let him"in.

| turned-away in disgust and sat back down in the chair. “I just asked him the same question |
did you guys.”

He closed the'door and stared at me irritably. “And you probably didn’t take his answer the
same way you didn’t take ours, did you?”

I shot.him-a hard look. “I just wanted to know how he felt, he wouldn’t tell me.”

“What did he say?” he asked as he came to stand over my chair.

“That he didn’'t care,” | sighed, “and then he got all cranky.”

“Is that all he said?”

I shook my head. “There was something about me going back to something. I think he meant
Jason, but he could have meant the Tremere clone.”

“You wanted the one person in your life that doesn't talk a lot, particularly when it's about
something painful, to say the name of his competition?” he demanded angrily.
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I met his gaze with no little irritation. “Yeah, what part of that wasn'’t clear?”

“Are you fucking nuts?” he exploded, throwing his hands in the air. “He loves you, he’s afraid
of losing you, and you go and do this to him. | hope you do turn back into Christina.”

“Gee thanks.” I growled. “I wasn’'t aware that it was a crime to wanna hear the words.”

“When was the last time you heard Scott thread seven words together in a row?” he
challenged.

“It's only three,” | barked.

“You're asking our opinions, but you don’t want our opinions,” he told me sharply. “You want
us to tell you what to do.”

I got to my feet, forcing him to stand back. “That is not true.”
“We gave you our opinion and it wasn't good enough,” he pointed out.

“Because you guys have to have some opinion either way,” | insisted. “I don’'t want you to tell
me what to do; | want to know how you feel.”

“We tried to tell you that,” he shot back. “I don't care. I've known you for‘three months. |
never knew Christina. | don’t know if she’s better or worse. I'm here as a_business associate. |
don’t care. Frasier’'s concerned as ever and he wants to know how you’re going to do this.”

I shook my head stubbornly. “He doesn’'t need to know in order.to have an opinion.”
“Knowledge is power,” he growled.

I'd had enough of his tirade. “Are you done with the lecture?”

“Yeah.” Without another word he left, slamming the doer behind him.

I sank back down in the chair and pulled the blanket up over my lap though I knew it wouldn’t
warm me. “Three for three, damn it.”

Once | was sure that my voice wouldn’t shake, | called Madelynne again. She confirmed that
Scott had come back there after wark 'and gone ‘straight to his room. She also promised to call me
if he left. | thanked her and wentback to the.soul searching I'd been doing before Petor had
interrupted me.

What was so important abeut-getting"my memory back anyway? Christina had been a fool,
and a pushover, a Tremere clone.-Avpart of me was terrified that if | did get her memories back
I'd regret everything I'd\done since-1 woke up in Detroit. | was happy here, and | didn’t see how |
could have been happy anywhere else.

Yes, it would¢be nice to\remember the magic that she’d had at her fingertips, but did | really
need to remember that stuff to be happy? I'd been happy enough with my life before Malcolm
had shown uprwith_his offer.

Though Scotthadn’t voiced his answer, his opinion had been crystal clear. He didn’'t want to
risk losing 'me_to“€hristina’s forgotten memories of Jason. | wished there was a way that | could
reassure him,it' wouldn’'t happen, but I really couldn’t. I had no idea how I would feel if |
remembered what life had been like before. And as much as I'd like to think nothing would
change, some things surely would.

I didn’t want things to change. I liked my life. I liked the way Scott made me feel, the way he
accepted nearly everything about me. The attraction I'd felt for him from the beginning had
grown until I thought I might love him. Given the colors of his aura, he was already in love with
me. Petor certainly seemed to think so.

Petor hadn't said anything | hadn’t already told myself. I'd been a fool to provoke Scott. His
aura might have told me he loved me, but that didn't mean he was happy about it. | also knew
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that he hated Jason, hated any reminder of Christina’s husband. With his quick temper I'd been
stupid to push him like that.

As the dawn kissed the night sky I pulled the blanket tighter around me and prayed that |
hadn’t pushed him too far.
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I WAS WRONG

I'VE BEEN WRONG FOR WAY TOO LONG
NICKELBACK - LEFT

I woke in the chair, a little confused for a moment as to how I'd gotten there. | remembered
when | realized | didn’t hear the shower running. Feeling more depressed than | could remember
being, | went to get ready for the evening.

A quick call to Madelynne confirmed that Scott was still at the pub. “Do you think | should
come or do you think I should wait?”

“Come and talk to him,” she suggested. “Otherwise you're going to be all miserablefor the
rest of the night.”

She was right, | just hoped that | wouldn’'t be miserable after I talked to Scott.-l“went to the
pub and went in through the back, going directly upstairs and finding Madelymnesand Logan in the
living room.

“How are you doing?” she asked me.

I shrugged. “Okay. Is he upstairs?” When she nodded, | went up te_.our room, standing
outside the door for a long moment trying to gather my courage. kinally | opened the door slowly
and peeked in to see him sitting on the bed, tying his laces. “Can‘\*come in?”

He looked back down at his boots. “It's your room too.”

“I didn’t know if you were still mad at me,” | said as_heame in and closed the door behind me.
I leaned against it and gathered my courage to speak:} don’'t know how to say this so I'm just
going to say it. | don’'t want to move to LA. | don’'tiwant to move back to Salem. | don’t want to
turn into some Tremere clone. | don’t want to-go anywhere or be anything other than where I'm
at and who | am, but it'd be nice to knew what,I'can do so | don’'t do stupid things like
accidentally throw people across the,room.”

“So practice,” he said shaortly; straightening to look at me.

“If I knew what I could @do maybe.l would,” I told him, “but since I really don’t, and I can’t get
a Tremere to tell me—=

“Call someone and ask,” he. growled.
“I tried that,™\ replied quickly. “I was invited to stay at the chantry. | don’t want to do that.”
“So be happy just being a Gangrel.”

It was ho use pointing out that I wasn’t Gangrel when I'd been trying so hard for months to be
just that. Besides,“¥didn’t really know if I was in love with Scott but | knew that | wanted to be
and(if(it would take the shadows from his eyes and the fear from his aura, I'd do anything he
askedume to, anything at all.

“Okay.™t"walked over to the bed and sat down beside him. “I'm sorry | wasn'’t listening to
anyone.”

He shrugged and went back to tying his boot. “It’s your life.”

Though he didn’'t seem pissed at me anymore, | knew he was still mad. | only got one kiss
before he left for work much earlier than usual.

“Going to work already?” Madelynne asked when he said goodbye on his way through the
living room.

He didn’t answer, just grunted and left.
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“He’s still mad at me,” | said sadly as | joined her and Logan.
“I'm sorry.” She sounded as if she really meant it.

I shrugged. “It's my fault.” And | knew it was. | should never have tried to push him to say
things he obviously wasn’t ready to say. Jason was still a sore spot between us, and probably
always would be.

Neither of my boys was answering their phones, which worried me a little. I hung around the
pub hoping they’d come in, but | settled for hearing that Maggie had spent most of the night at
the agency and seen that they were both safe and sound.

When Scott came back around four he wasn’t any more cranky than usual. While he still
wasn'’t talkative, he seemed to have gotten over his irritation with me. We went back to the
apartment and spent an hour or so before dawn simply enjoying each other.

The next evening when the boys’ still didn’t answer their phones | decided I'd had,enough of
their tantrums. | headed for the agency after sending Frasier a text message that-read, ‘Call me
or I'm revoking your dating privileges.” He called me a few minutes later.

“I'm on a date, what do you need?” he demanded impatiently.
“I wanted to talk to you earlier,” | pointed out, “but you wouldn’t answer your phone.”
“I'm on a date, having fun,” he replied irritably.

I bit my tongue before I started yelling at him. “I was worried when you didn’t answer the
phone.”

“Which time?” he asked dryly. “I haven't been answering.it\for two days.”

“Exactly,” | growled. “And just because | get a little bit'snippy and piss you off doesn’'t mean
that you can’t answer your phone. Really.”

“l figured if it was an emergency you'd get a hold ‘of me,” he replied. “Now if you don’t mind
the stake is getting cold and the wine,is getting.warm.”

“l expect you to check in with ‘me before(dawn,” 1 warned him, “face to face. I'll be at the
apartment.”

“Fine.”

After a quick warningttobe careful;”l hung up. | was worried about his attitude, but | wasn’t
sure what to do about it:<In a very real way he had every right to be upset with me, but in
another, | couldn’t let,him keeptup this attitude with me. Telling myself I'd worry about it later, |
pulled into the parking)lot.of the agency.

Petor was imnthe garage working on an engine. After a polite greeting, | asked him what was
wrong with his phong;

He shrugged..“Fdon’'t know, go check it.”
“It'd_be nice if+you answered it,” | said in a hard voice.
“I Knewnyou'd let me know when you made up your mind,” he pointed out.

“How would you know if you don’t answer your phone?” | threw up my hands in exasperation.
“God, didn’t I just have this conversation with Frasier?”

“Yes, you did,” he murmured.

“He called you?” | demanded. “You know, Madelynne’s right,” | seethed when he nodded. “I
don’t take a stern enough stance with you two. | coddle you. You get spoiled. Of course if you

answered your phone, you'd have a chance to listen to me apologize. But since you don’t answer
your phone, | guess | don't need to do that.”
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I stood there for a long moment watching him work on the engine. | tried to hold onto my
anger, but | just couldn’t do it. I'd been wrong and he’d been right. “I'm sorry | was bullheaded
and didn’t listen,” | offered softly.

“Don’t apologize on my account just because | was right,” he replied.

“Don’t rub it in,” I warned him. “Anyway, it doesn’t really matter because I've decided I'm fine
the way | am. Not that it matters to you.”

He didn’t even look up. “I'm just along for the ride, remember?”
“I know,” | sighed. “Business.”

When he didn’t answer me, | went into the office to handle some paperwork. He joined me a
little while later to talk about tools. He wanted better equipment in the garage, but we couldn’t
afford it, not yet. | promised that we’d get what he needed as soon as we could.

I was home not long before Scott. After giving him a kiss hello | warned him that ‘krasier
would be coming by before dawn, and told him about neither one of my boys answering the
phone when 1 called them.

“Cut him some slack,” he suggested.

“Everyone keeps telling me that,” | muttered.

“Did they do anything worse than me?”

“Yeah,” | said firmly. “They didn’t give me a chance to apologize.”

“You didn’t try calling me,” he pointed out, “you came and found me.”

“l tried to give you a chance to calm down because you, were really mad.”
“You didn’t try calling me,” he repeated.

I refused to point out that he’d left his phone at‘home. “l was trying to give you a chance to
calm down.”

“You should be mad at all of us\or. none of‘usy” he told me.

“lI wasn't mad at any of you,” hreplied honestly. “I wanted to apologize to them and they
didn’'t give me a chance. Anyway, that's'why Frasier’'s coming by this morning.”

He shook his head like ke still'didn’tyagree that | wasn’'t angry, but went off to take a shower
without arguing the paint\any further.

Frasier came in around fivetthirty, smelling like Nancy’'s cologne. After confirming that he’'d
had a good time,with-her, I said what | had to say. “I'm sorry. | probably should have told you
what the opportunity was<fer me to regain my memory, but it's a moot point now because it
doesn’'t matter(”

He gave.me a gonfused look. “Why doesn’t it matter?”

“Because | don’tintend to pursue it,” | replied calmly.

He wasnt satisfied with that answer. “What was the opportunity?”
“Malcotm»Robbins showed up at the pub.”

His head shot up like a rocket. “And you didn’t tell me immediately why?”

“You were working and I'd already gotten a ‘K’ answer out of you,” | reminded him. “Plus I'd
been chastised more than once about bugging you guys.”

“That's because you asked if | was okay, how work was going,” he shot back. “Its work, it
goes. Malcolm however, showing up out of the blue....”

“Like I need you to beat up someone else at the pub,” | said irritably. “Logan was there, it was
okay.”
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“You hired me to protect you,” he reminded me.
I shook my head. “He didn’t try to hurt me.”
“Did you know that going into it?” he demanded.

“No, but Logan was there,” | repeated. “Anyway, he showed up and offered to give me my
memory back.”

“Okay, and you told him no?” he growled.

I shook my head. “He gave me a few days to think about it. I didn’t need two days. | expect
to see him tomorrow night.”

He nodded firmly. “Great.”
“There’s no reason for you to be there,” I warned him.
“I'll be there,” he said in a level voice that told me he wasn’t going to listen to reason.

I thought about trying to force him to stay away, but then | remembered what ‘0gan had said
about Frasier needing to be a part of my life. Christina had hired Frasier to protect.her, the least |
could do was let him protect me. “Okay, but you will not start a fight in the pubtagain.”

He agreed readily enough. After warning him to answer his phone next'time, | told him to go
to bed. When he was gone | stood looking after him for a moment. | weondered how Christina had
managed to control him, but since | wouldn’t be getting my memory back, | knew | had to figure
it out myself.
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BUT THE HARDEST THING TO COMPREHEND

Is 1F I HAD 1T TO DO OVER I'D DO IT AGAIN
TRISHA YEARWOOD - Too BAD You're No Goon

Saying no to Malcolm was almost anticlimactic. Scott and Frasier went with me to the bar. |
warned my ghoul to behave, and he promised that he wouldn’t start anything. | wasn't sure |
believed him, but if he didn’t, 1 could handle him.

Malcolm was waiting with his mage friends and the big green guy who was wearing a hooded
robe. They were sitting at the same table they’'d been at a few nights ago, and Malcolm rose
when | entered the bar. Scott and Frasier found a table nearby while I walked over to sit\down
with Malcolm and his friends.

“Good evening,” | said politely, including them all in my greeting.
“Good evening,” Malcolm replied. “Have you thought about my proposal?”

“Yes, | have,” | told him. “I've thought about it quite a bit.” | hesitated{for. only a moment, just
long enough to smile at Scott before turning back to Christina’s old friend: 'I'd like to thank you
for your offer, but I'm fine the way | am.”

He seemed disappointed I think but he also seemed relieved. “Very well.”

I could have asked him lots of questions, about why he thought I'd be safe here, why he
hadn’t trusted Christina’s family in Salem, how he’d managed to warp time so that | ended up
here long after she had disappeared from Russia. Since kd opted not to get my memory back, |
was sure he would never answer them. It was time for.me to put Christina’s life behind me and
not look back.

“Again, | thank you for your offer,”.{ repeated as'| got to my feet.

He pulled out a thick coin and tossed it te-me. It looked like nothing I'd ever seen before. “If
you need me use this. You will remember, the-word.”

I smiled and slid it into my packet. “Thank you. Good evening.”
On the way to the doer‘with hisifriends, Malcolm nodded at Frasier. “O’Connell.”
Frasier met his eye without flinching. “Malcolm.”

| stood there and watched the last best chance at regaining my memory walk out the door
and | realized | hanestly didn't care. I'd made my choice and | wasn’t going to look back. I
watched thenrleave with a smile and went to sit down with Scott and Frasier.
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